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23- Orooncko——Rofina 








24. Merry Wives ——— Nunnery 

35° Fountainbleau Barataria 

26. Capricious Lady Three Weeks after 
Marriage 


27. Follies of a Day————Poor Soldier 

28. Which is the Man ?———Contrivances 

Sept. 19. The Duennas—St. Patrick's Day 

2% Richard [Jd ———Rotina 

> Hamiet Comus 

26. Henry 1V.——Barataria 

28. Conftant Couple —— Rehearfal 

3°. Beggar's Opera ——Lyin: Valet 

08, 4. She Stoops to Conquer 
hearfal 

§- Wekt-Indian——-Ditto 

9+ Fountainbleau——— Barnaby Brittle 

30. Ali in the Wrong——Maid of the Oaks 

uz. New Way to pay Old Debts——Rofina 

33. Weft-Indian—— Magic Cavern 

34. Caitle of Andalufja--- Devil on Two Sticks 

37 Roman Father Catharine and Pe- 
truchio 

38. Way to Keep Him 
after Macsiage 

20. Romin Father ———Poor Soldier 

21. Robin Hood——— Magic ( avern 

32. Reny lV. Appeai ance ds againf 
‘bhem (rit time) 

24. Roman Father Ditto 

26. Follies of a Day-—Ditto 

27. Rule a Wife and Have a Wife——Ditto 

28. Grecian Daughter ———— Ditto 

29. Hypocrite Ditto 

21. Grecian Daughter Magic Cavern 

Now. 3. Merry Wives of Windfor Poor 
Soldier 

2. Much Ado about Nothing——Comus 

3- Fountainbieau Barataria 

4- Grecian Daughter Midas 

s- Duenna Magic Cavern 

z- Sufpicious Huiband—— Maid of the Oaks 

3. Roman Father-————Rofina 

9g- Oroonvko—————- Poor Soldier 

10, Choleric Fathers (1it time) ———~ Appear- 
ance is againit Them 

31. Ditto —Barataria 

32. Dittom—Appearance is againft Them 
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14- Romeo and Juliet Nunnery 

15. Choleric Fathers———Appearance is again 
Them 

16. (By Command) Ditto——Dirto 

37. Romeo and Juliet————Nunnery 





38. Choleric Fathers App ie 
againt Them 

19. Beaux Stratagem=—= Three Weeks after 
Marriage 


21. Romeoand Juliet ———Tom Thumb 
22. Fountainbleau Retaliation 

23+ All in the Wrong———Sultan 

24. Choleric Fathers———— Barnaby Brittle 








25. Romeo ——— Poor Soldier 
26, Sufpicious Hufband———Maid of the O alg 
28. Ronvo and Juliet Midas 





29. Cattle of Andalufia—-—Commiffary 

30. Beaux Stratagem——Three Weeks after 
Marriage 

Dec. 1. Orphan——eRofina 








2. Robin Hood Barataria 
3. Oroonoko Poor Soldier 
5- Richard IIld Poor Vulcan 





6. Orphan———Ditto 

49. Double Gallant Sultan 

8. Love in a Villagem—Appearance is again 
Them 

9. Rowan Father — 1 Thumb 

80, Percy ~e Appearance is againit Thea 

12. Ditto Poor Soldier 

33» Rule a Wife and Have a Wife——-Threg 
Weeks after Marriage 

14. Jane Shore— Foul 

15. Orphan Ditto 

16. Duenna Ditto 

17. Hypocrite——Three Weeks After Marg 
Tlage 

19. Romeo and Juliet-——Fool 

20 pre Shore Omai (1f time) 

21. 

22. Buf, Body —- Ditte 

23. Contant Couple—Ditto 

26, George Barnewell-———Ditto 

27. She Stoops to Conouer 

28. Follies of a Day-—Ditto 

29- Douglas——Ditto 

30. Comedy of Errors——Ditto 

31. Conftant Couple-——Dirtto. 
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HE great Encouragement we have met with, for fo 

many Years, demands our molt grateful Acknowledge- 
ments. We hope that our Endeavours to pleafe will not be 
the lefs favoured, becaufe we have now added to them, by 
Improvements upon our Plan. 


While the Utility of Monthly Magazines invites us to add 


‘to the Number of the pleafing ones, the Favours of our Cor- 


refpondents enable us to vie with, our Rivals, in the Emu- 
lation of furnifhing to the Public, a Series of entertaining and 
jnftructive Effays, and.we truft that their being original, will 
give usa Preference, and Merit, which will ftrengthen oug 
Connexion with our numerous Readers. 


The unremitting Diligence with which we have hitherto 
conducted our Magazine, will now be encreafed by the Af- 
fittance which we have engaged, in order to render it every 
Way agreeable to Readers of different Taftes. 


In the-Articles of Entertainment and Inftruction, it is prin- 
cipally our Plan to felect fuch as throw new Lights upon Sub- 
jects already known, or prefent frefh Wlufrations of Morality. 
Although the prefent Number be a Specimen of our future 
Plan, it is tobe confidered but asthe Earneft of that Afidu- 
ity and Attention to public Tale and Manners, which we 
mean to preferve. 


Where Works of Merit appear, we fhall give the earlieft 
Notice of them, and prefent our Readers with the moft fa- 
voured of thofe Effufions of Wit and Fancy, which may 
occur during the Month, and which, but for Publications 
like this, would be loit to the World. 


January, 1785. A 2 
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EXPLANATION or tne FRONTISPIECE. 


Minerva, attended by the Gracts, crowning the Genius 


of the Magazine with Laurets.—The Spectators point- 


ing out to Youth the Rewards of Learning and 


Virtue, 
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UCTION. 


On MAGAZINES anv PERIODICAL WORKS 
‘ in GENERAL. , 


HATEVER may be ad- 
vanced, whether with forrow 
or from pevifhnefs, con- 
aren cerning the degeneracy of the 

: prefent age, it muft be con- 
feffled that there never was a time when 
the means to reftrain vice and folly were 
employed more frequently, or in more va- 
rious fhapes. Moralifts have followed 
vice in all its intricate turnings, and have 
ufed all the various arts of perfuafion to 
detra& from the influence of profligacy, 
ey to fhorten the date of fathionable fol- 

ies. 

Yet while we mention to the honor of the 
age the many attempts that have been 
made to reform it, it is ndt without regret 
that we have frequent occafion to remark 
the inefficacy of moral writings on the ge- 
nerality of mankind. The effect of this 
regret, however, ought not to be to damp 
the courage of the friends of virtue. It 
@ught not to make them defpair of fuccefs 
yn any degree. On the contrary it ought 


to give additional vigour to their under- 
takings, fince whatever may be the cafe 
with the unthinking part of the world, 
the direct tendency of moral writings is 
to make men wife and happy, and fince 
thofe writings have produced the defired 
effect on many who confefledly owe their 
peace of mind to their early attention to 
the coe of wifdom, and the culture of 
the heart. 

Among other means employed, perio- 
dical writings appear with diftinguifhed 
beneficial confequences. The nature of 
their compofition is peculiarly adapted to 
catch the imagination, and lead the young 
mind in the paths of virtue. There are 
no obftruétions from unintelligible dif. 
quifitions, no terrors held out from au- 
ftere and unforgiving enthufiafm, no dul 
nefs from abftrufe and lengthened produc- 
tions of philofophy. They appeal, to ufe 
the neal of Lord Bacon, to the bofoms 
and hearts of men. They adapt them. 
felves to the gaiety of youth, the —- 

néig 








6 On Magazines and pericdical Writings, 


nefs of reflecting manhood, and fmooth 
the paffage of lite in all its ftages, by ex- 
hibiting pleafing pictures of happinefs 
when conneéted with virtue, and they 
guard againtt enormities and follies by 
pointing out the mifchievous confequences 
of every deviation from integrity. 
Magazines have long been favecrite 
works with the public; but they at fit 
appear to have been merely the records of 
political controverfies, dnd common cccur- 
yences. They, by degrees, took a different 
form, and our Magazines now may be 
confidered as the repofitorics of moral 
writings, and ingenious thoughts, which 
but for this opportunity of being publith- 
ed, might be loft to the world for ever. 
That many of them have deviated from 
this plan cannot be denied, but the pub- 
lic have generally marked their difappro- 
bation in fuch cafes. Where they are the 
~vehicles of obloquy, the retailers of ca- 
jumnies that ought for ever to be buried 
in oblivion, when they confilt merely of 
long extras frem beoks, which,are in 
every one’s hands, and when they are want- 
ing in oiiginal matter, they can be con- 
fidered in no other light than as impofitions 
on the public. 
A heavier fentence of blame refts with 


fuch of them as are profefledly calculated 
to vitiate the morals of youth, and teach 


fenfuality tomen. Worthlefs and defpi- 
cable, indeed, muft that man be who pro- 
ftitutes his talents to compofitions which 
direétly promote vice. And if encou- 
ragement follow his labours it is a matter 
of the deepeft regret, that there prevails a 
talte for a fpecies of reading which debafes 
the foul, and adds to the corruption of 
nature. 

What worfe can be faid of the greateft 
moniter that ever lived than that he was 
the fwern enemy of mankind, and gloried 
in the mifery which he created ? What 
duty fo incumbent on parents and guar- 
dians as to prevent the aecefs of fu h writ- 
ings to their families? But to leave the 
confideration of this more than common 
infamy, let we revert to the writings whofe 
fendency is to mead the heart, and give 
dignity to the nature. 

" The encouragement which a generous 

ublic have afforded to the proprietors of 
the Wetiminiter Magazine, induces them 
to make the only return in their power by 
improving their plan. With this view we 
now fet out. As the moft common com- 
plaint againit Magazines is that they are 
wanting in originas papers, and that their 
editcrs make more ufe of the {ciffars than 


of the pen, we have endeavoured. to pre 
vent the application of this fatire to our. 
felves, by engaging fome literary gentle. 
men to furnith orzgizal papers on fubjeéts 
of learning, morality, and entertainment, 
This number is a-fpecimen of our inten- 
tions to render the Weltminfter Magazine 
both ufeful and pleafing. It would be 
ungenerous to hint at comparifons with 
other works of the kind, yet if any are 
made we truft it will be found that in 
point of original, wleful, and _pleafin 
matter, we do not rank among the leaft de- 
ferving of public approbation, 

According to this new plan, our Ma. 
gazine may now be confidered as a month- 
ly collegtion of periodical papers, adapted 
equally to tempers of che gay and the grave, 
The gentlemen employed in this under- 
taking have already given many papers to 
the world which have been received with 
univerfal approbation, and ftill continue 
to be read with pleafure. 

We are of opinion that the purpofes for 
which’a Magazine is intended can beft be 
anfwered, if anfwered fully at all, by the 
plan we are now purfuing. By admitting 
only original papers, the curiofity of the 
reader is gratified, and by preventing the 
intrufion of every thought which tends to 
depiave, neither his head nor his heart wi'] 
be injured by our wiitings. Merely to 
copy the productions of others, is both 
mean and tirefome to the reader, and to 
endeavour to catch attention by facrificing 
to vice and folly, is to be guilty of a 
crime which every man ‘of integrity and 
honour mentions with the deepeft abhoe- 
rence, What wouldthe chafte fpirit of an 
Addifon breathe, were he to know that his 
degenerated imitators are endeavouring to 
pull down the noble fabrick he reared, and 
to counteract the influence of his morality, 
by impure fuggeftions, and confumniate 
profligacy of matter and manner ? 

Although we mean to confine the greater 
part of our Magazine to original papers of 
the nature of thefe we now prefent, the 
other departments will be filled with no 
lefs attention. “A concife and regular 
account of the debates in parliament will 
be given, fo as to include the debates of one 
month within that month. By this means 
our readers in the country wil have a fuce 
cinct account of the tranfictions of parlia- 
ment immediately after their occurrence. 

The lives of men diftinguifhed. for 
learning, or eminence, will be given with 
their portraits, whenever au:hentic ac- 
counts of them can be procured, and we 
are enabled to give exact likencfles of 

then. 
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Defeription of Lundy Ifand. 7 


shem. To- collect faraps from newl- 

ipers and publifh them as authentic 
anecdotes of the lives of great men, is an 
impofition on the public. 

‘To the Review of es Books we 

to give a very particular attention, 
pee tet of aukon readers will be 
able to’ judge of from this number.— 
Where a book is fearce, or of peculiar 
merit, an extraét, will be given, as is 
cuftomary. : 

The Poctey, Monthly Chronology, &c. 
will, we hope, meet with approbation 
from the manner in which we propofe to 
clafs thé various articles. 


rz 


Upon the whole, as morality is con- 
veyed moft fuccefsfully when the mind 
is pleafed as well as profited, it will be 
our rule 80 anite entertainment with in- 
ftruétion. As our fuccefs depends on the 
continuance of that encouragement with 
which we have hitherto teen honoured, 
we hope, that every improvement on 
our plan will the more recommend it to 
the public ; to do fo, no pains fhall be 
fpared, and nothing deemed a trouble 
which can create fatisfaction in the minds 
of our readers. 
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LUNDY ISLAND. 


[With an elegant Excravine, taken from the Spot.] 


LUNDY ‘ifland is fituated in the bay or 
found of Biddeford, fifty miles in 
the fea, off the N. W. coaift of Devon- 
fhire, and ‘what is very extraordinary, 
has fprings of frefh water in it. It is 
five miles long, and two broad, encom- 
pafled with inacceffible rocks, and has but 
one entrance to it, fo narrow, that two 
men can fcarce go a-breaft. There is one 
craggy, pyramidical rock, which is re- 
markable for the number of rats burrow- 
ing about it, and gets the name of Rat 
Ifland. Some call this rock the Con- 
ftable. On the ifland there are horfes, 
kine, hogs, goats, plenty of theep, and 
particularly of rabbets; bat their chief 
commodity is wild fowl, “with. which 
every part of the ifland abounds much, 
their eggs being very thick on the ground 
at their feafon of breeding. It is affirm. 
ed that no venomous creatures will live 


upon it. The foil in the fouthern part is 
pretty good, but rather barren in the 
northern parts. In the reign of Edward 
If. it belonged to the Luttre!s, and 
afterwards to the Grenvilles. Sir Joba 
Borlafe Warren purchafed it fome years 
ago, and built a handfome houfe for him- 
felf, and habitations for hufbandmen and 
artificers, in order to render the place 
fruitful and populous. The inhabitants, 
however, are but few; many privateers 
Jurk there in the time of war, and fithers 
men frequently put on fhore there. 

In the reign of Henry VIII. one Wile 
liam Morifco, who had confpired to mur- 
der him at Woodftock, fled to this ifland, 
which he fortified, turned pirate, and did 
much damage to the coaft, but was taken 
by furprize at length, with fixteen of his 
accomplices, and put to death. 
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TOM WITWOULD is one of thofe 

who regards nothing in the world 
but qwit. He values every man in pro- 
portion to’ the number of good things he 
fays, and cares not a pin for thofe who 
are grave and fedate, whatever be their 
merit otherwife, He neyer vilts but 
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when affured that there will be fome one 
in the party who is a wit, 
—Hence while epicures make enquiries 
concerning the bill of fare, Tom's only 
concern is, whether there will be p'enty 
of jokes, which he is fo very fond of, that 
he will bear to hear them over and over 
"agains 
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again, rather than not hear them at all. 
He is the bett natured creature in the 
world, you may give him a blow on the 
head, or roll him in the kennel, provided 
you'll tell him a good ftory afterwards. 
He is very fond of reading, and thinks 
that it is better to read a few good books 
@ften, than toread many fuperficially.— 
The few good books he has chofen are 
(for I have feen his library) Ben John- 
fon’s Jefts, Joe Miller, and the Com- 
pleat jetter, with fome others of the fame 
nature. Thefe he reads fo often, that he 
can refer to the chapter and verfe directly 
upon hearing a quotation from his favour- 
ite authors. He had once fome thoughts 
of compiling a DiGionary of Fefts, or an 
Bucyclopedia Focularia, but the magni- 
tude of the undertaking deterred him, 
and he contents himfelf with writing oc- 
cafional commentaries on the ab/trufe wit 
of Joe iViiller, and elucidating the knotiy 
points of Ben Johnfon. Hehas written, like- 
wife, fome differtations in praife of je/- 
ing, in which he declares himfelf clearly 
of opinion, that a feminary ought to be 
appointed for this branch of /earning, and 
has fome doubts whether the vicious habits 
of the times may not proceed from, or at 
leaft be encreafed by dullnefs. For he 
obferves, that in companies where there 
is mott wit, there is leaft drinking ; and 
where there 1s Jeaft drinking, there is leaft 
mifchief—He has, I affure you, a very 
curious explanation of the words daugh 
and be fat, and generally obferves all wits 
are fat, unlefs they are authors, but that 
all sat men are not wits, as witnefs the 
Court ot Aldermen, and the Bench of 
Bifhops. ; 
Tom is not the man to be reafone 
with. He very feldom, indeed, enters 


into a difpute, but when he does, he liftes 
to no arguments unlefs you can give them 
an epigramatic turn, and allows no au- 
thorities to be quoted, unlefs from Mr, 
Miller, and the learned Ben Johnfon, 
who, with their fucceffors and imitators, 
deferve, he fays, to be the univerfal ftudy 
of mankind. 

Politics he feldom troubles his head 
about. Mr. Courtney, and George Sel- 
wyn are in his opinion, the two greateft 
ftatefmen that ever lived—But as for the 
debates of Parliament and the newf- 
papers, they weuld be abfolutely intoler- 
able, were it not for a {pice of wit now 
and then, and ** that too,” fays Tom, ‘¢ is 
frequently borrowed, as I can prove from 
the laft edition of the Wit's Companions 
or Fefts in high Glee.” 

He has no opinion of theantients. He 
thinks their wit may read very well, but 
does not af fo wel!, Aétion, in ftory- 
telling, he reckons the very perfeétion of 
the art, but it muft be faid, that he prac- 
tifes it with more noife than fuccels. The 
Englith writers he doves not. think are 
truly valuable, as works of imftruétion. 
Sir Ifaac Newton has not one good thing 
from beginning to end, and in point of 
real utility, cannot be put in competition 
with the Theatre of Fum, or, Mother 
Bunch’s Merry Fokes;. fo that if Tom's 
tafte for books be not a good one, it muft 
be confeffed at the fame time, that it is 
not an expenfive one. 

In Dean Swift he confeffes there are 
fome devili/b good jokes. Swift's Forty- 
five Rules for the Art of Punning, is one 
of his favourite. books.—-—-Such is my 
friend Tom Witwould! and when he dies 
they may fay with Swift— : 

© OMNE TULIT Pun-Tom.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS. 


T is the culftom of tyrants, however 

they may have profited by treachery, 
always to punith the traitor, When the 
Argyrafpide had betrayed their general 
Eumenes to Antigonus, the latrer put Eu. 
menesto death indeed, but afterwards thow- 
ed molt favour to them who ‘had been 
faithful to him, and took every opporta- 
nity of cutting off the perfons who had 
fhared in the treachery.—Phalaris, who 
invented the brazen bull, in order to tor- 
ment men, was the fir chat was flut up 
in it, and that immediately, by order of 
the tyrant. 


I thould have a much better opinion of 
a man whofe errors wey? owh, than of 
him who berrow2.' . anothers 


Henry the IVth_ off France, frequently 
made ule of this faying, ‘* More flies 
are taken with a drop of honey:than a 
tun of vinegar.”"—An ufeful argument 


_in favour of politenefs and affability, as 


conciliating the affections of mankind more 
than that autterity of manner which indj- 
Cates the pride of confcious {aperiority. 


Knowing the world is but knowing its 
numberlefs vices and follies, and what do 
we get by that? Of fuch knowledge we 
may fay, ‘* he that encreafeth it, encreaf- 


eth forrow.” - Bur it is fathionable, and 
pretty and deftru€tive to know the world, 
and therefore men fly from the famenefs of 
purity into the yarities of profligacy« 
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To th Evitors ofthe WestTmMiINSTER Macazine, 
» 


GENTLEMEN, 


The following Effay was written about three Years fince. It has been handed much 


in private Circles, and has met with no fmal! Approbation. 


I have obtained of 


the Author Permiffion to fend it to you, and am perfuaded it will not be an unac- 
ceptable Prefent to the Public. You may print it in one or more Magazines as you 
think proper, and Ihave marked the Divitions, 


King- ftreet, 
Bloomfbury, London, 
January 10, 1785. 


Iam, Gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient Servant, 


A. B. 


As it is Part of our Plan that each Number of our Magazine fhould form a diftin® 
- Publication of itfelf, we have inferted the Whole of our Correfpondent’s Effay. 


On the Connexion betwixt Luxury and Inripetrty.—The Rife of 
each.—Difficulty in tracing their Caufes.—Decay of National Religion. 
—Clerical Charaéter.—Writings on Infidelity—Effects of Luxury an¢ 
Infidelity combined,—Indecent Writings. — General Effects. ~ Cox 


clufion. 


WHEN luxury creates numerous wants 
and defires, beyond the neceffities of 
nature, men become impatient of rettraint, 
and unufually jealous of political Jiberty. 
They cannot bear the leaft moderation of 
the licentious paffions of youth, paffions 
which are ftrong in the young mind, 
whatever be the period of national pro- 
grefs, but moft ungovernable, when ex- 
cited by the tempzations of unprincipled 
fophiftry. The decay.of the prevailing 
religion of any country, has generally in- 
dicated the approach of the downfall of 
that country. No government, nor fo- 
ciety, nor family, can exift long in the 
free indulgence of vice. The interefts of 
kingdoms, the health and wealth of indi- 
viduals, require a cautious abftinence from 
follies which confume time, and from 
vices which occupy the whole mind. That 
this nation has arrived at the luxurious 
ftage of its exiftence may be doubted for 
this reafon, that it is yet poffible to retire 
to many parts of it, where public licenti- 
oufnefs has not entered, where the men- 
tion of the grofler vices excite a bluth, and 
where the praétice of them is repented of 
with forrow. In all great towns, however, 
the influence of combined luxury and in- 
fidelity is too palpable to efcape obterva- 
tion. Its frequency and extent are dan- 
gerous to the young and empty mind, 
which is feduced betore it has acquired 
JAN. 1785. 


the powers of refiflance, The man of 
years and experience, when he looks around 
him on the ftate of manners, feels a weari- 
nefs of life, and a diflike to fociety, which 
deprives him of many a comfort, although 
they cannot diminifh the real happinefs of 
innocence. Inflitutions for the attainment 
and prefervation of Chriftianity, are either 
viewed with contempt by the profligate, or 
abufed by thofe who ought to fupport them, 
or neglected with a filence, expreffive of 
their feeble powers to attra& notice or con= 
vince the judgment. The vices moft come 
monly praétifed are of a nature too de- 
praved to mention. There is a daring 
originality in them, as if former ages had 
fketched out vice that we might complete 
the figures. They are defended by no ex- 
cufe, uniefs the paltry evafions of a mind 
divefted of its nobler powers, indulgent 
only of its fenfual faculties, and unmind- 
ful of that better part, which diftinguithes 
man from beaft. Patriotifm, valour and 
philanthropy, if they bear any value at all, 
derive that value from their rarity. They 
raifed Britain in former days to what fhe 
is, and when they ceafe to fupport theem- 
pire, we mutt dread a decline, too rapid 
for the unprincipled vacancy of mind, 
which diftinguifhes the lower orders. The 
interefted views of ftatefmen, or the feeble 
fupport of flattering partizans, may for a 
time appear toa * general calamity, but 

B ighy furely 


Nene tg, 


bo Tn 


Popoten, SAS 


a = naan emanation 


I nk — yO Fam hae 


Sede 


5 * oo ae y * “ 
: . 


+ ER Se 
7 1 eee es 
“- oS nati aides 


ae. ue 





10 Decay of National Religion. 


furely that time muft be fhor:t, when it is 
confidered that the happinefs and we'fare 
of a kingdom make a compound greatne/s 
of which every individual is an ingredi- 
ent. 

When we take a general view of the 
ftate of luxury, and with to derive it from 
fome one caufe, which being removed the 
effects may follow, we find that the caufes 
of luxury and infidelity are not one but 
many, and that they are connected to- 
gether, as it were, in acirclee Weknow 
not from what to begin, nor can we be 
regular or methodical in obfervations up- 
on them. If we trace them to the depra- 
vity of our nature, we trace in vain, for 
we know that that is not to be removed by 
any human means; if we confider that de- 
pravity as heightened by certain innova- 
‘tions, we involve ourfelves in many intri- 
cate refearches. If we begin with the neg- 
ligence of the clergy, it leads us tothe ge- 
neral diffipation of the times, from which 
that body is not exempted; and if we be- 
gin with the general diflipation of the 
times, we are led backwards, farther and 
farther, until we lofe ourfelves in a maze 
of caufes, all at length ending in the origi- 
nal corruption of our nature. Thus it is 
that we are perplexed when we wifh to 
trace an enormity to its fource, and at- 
tempt taking away the caufe that the confe- 
quences may in time difappear. 

Bat when we examine popular opinion, 


we find fome men prepoffeiled in favour of 


one thecry, and fome in favour of another. 
One fays our political liberty is the caufe 
of our declenfion; a fecond attributes it 
to our commerce with luxurious ftates ; a 
third, to the decay of religion; and a 
fourth, more bold and fingular in his opi- 
nion, thinks that we fhould be better if 
we had no religion atall. Thefe theories 
are in part fuperficial, and in part incom- 
plete. We cannotafcribe our luxury and 
infidelity to political liberty, for thofe na- 
‘tions which live in flavery equal if not 
exceed us in every vice.” We cannot af- 
cribe our luxury to commerce with Juxu- 
rious nations, becaufe that isa commerce 
which {ubfifled at the keft of times, 
and although a collateral help never 
can be reckoned the principal caufe.— 
We cannot blame the decay of religion 
without thinking of the little proteétion re- 
ligion receives from the legiflature. And, 
laftly, to fay that we would be better with- 
out any religion at all, is to fay, ifthe ex. 
prefion_means any thing, that we would 
be better if our luxury and ruin were 
complete, and that when a houle is about 


tofall on our heads, the only way to pre- 
vent mifclicf is taundermine it. 

Regular arrangement, therefore, in an 
effay of this kind is not to be expeéted, I 
give only the {pontaneous thoughts of my 
mind, as they occurred to me on different 
occafions. I know but little of what has 
been written on the fubjeét, but 1 have, in 
converfation, taken pains to compare my 
reflexions with thofe of many learned and 
ingenious friends, fuperior to me in judg- 
ment and enlarged experience, and I hope 
I have advanced nothing fo rafhly as to 
injure truth, or with fo little argument as 
to fhew thatI had imbibed former opinions 
without examination. The firft caufe of 
the prevailing luxury which I fhall con- 
fider is, THE Decay oF NATIONAL 
RELIGION. 

Religion is the bond which conneéts men 
to their duty. It makes them faithful 
fubjeéis and virtuous charaéters. The 
wort enemies it has muft allow this, even 
when they name it priefcraf?, and its beft 
fiiends need not enlarge on its ufes for the 
purpofes of the prefent argument. The 
decay, then, of religion mutt obvioufly be 
attended with a decay of patiiotifm and 
virtue. In fuch decay itis natural to re- 
view the conduét of thofe who call thems 
felves the guardians of religion, I donot 
fay that it is proper and ju/t to do fo, but 
T aver, that in all cafes of the failure of ree 
ligion men xaturally, that is commonly, 
look to the exertions or negligence of that 
body of men which is its profefled fupport. 
The people of this country look both for 
example and precept to the clergy; they 
have been ever taught to do fo; they are 
born to, and educated in, habits of obe- 
dience and obfervance of the clergy. An 
unworthy teacher cannot fail to miflead his 
charge. Even the moft unremitting vigi- 
lance is not always attended with effecis 
proportioned to honeft and fincere inten- 
tions. ‘I here isa pronenefs in man to fol- 
ly, and its fuggeftions are liftened to, and 
followed with more avidity than thofe of 
wifdom. The greatelt goodnefs feldom, 
perhaps never, produces efforts propor- 
tioned to the effects of the greateft wicked- 
neis. ‘The former decays, the latter ex- 
pands and is fed by a thoufand appetences. 
The effeéts of good example muit be fre- 
quently renewed, elfe it dies away ; the 
effect of bad examples {preads like the 
caufes of infeétion. The moft poifonous 
fub{tances are the moft infignificant as to 

appearance ahd bulk, but they increafe un- 
til they contaminate the whole ma{s, . The 
total 
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Clerical Charafer. 1 


total abfence of good ex:mple is conni- 
vance at every vice. A knowledge of the 
value of goodnefs, but an evident. indit- 
ference, bothin example and precept, to its 
interefts, tends to make menJethargic in 
virtue, active in vice, and the biind dupes 
of every giittering temptation, 

In Great Britain, the clerical charafer 
never was funk into deeper infignificance 
than we find itto beat prefent. I have 
refided for confiderable lengths of time in 
different pats of the ifland, and I have 
never wanted daily confirmations of the 
fast. Some attribute this difrefpe&t thewn 
to the clergy to one caufe, and fome to 
another, according to the opinion which 
every individual has formed to himfelf of 
the importance of the clerical character, 
Generally {peaking, a clergyman ought 
to be a character, compofed of piety, hu- 
man Jearning, and gentlenefs of manners. 
All men expect piety in a clergyman; the 
better clafies of educated men look for 
learning, and the majority of people are 
fafcinated by geatlenefs and urbanity. 

Learning, however few may poffefs 
themfelves of it, and with all the difdain 
of the avaricious, is a mot popular virtue, 
for it is liable to be counterfeited, and 
men never counterfeit a virtue unlefs it 
command very general efteem. Even the 
thow and fhadow of learning begets refpett, 
and they who are more capable to exhibit 
the fhadow than the fubftance of learning, 
fall upon various contrivances to pais, 
with their hearers, for men of profound 
learning and original fagacity. Some 
colleé&t a few Latin, Greek, or perhaps 
even Hebrew words, which are fo gene- 
rally ufed, by pretenders, as to get the 
name of cant phrafes, and internix them 
in their difcourfes. ‘The ignorant part of 
the congregation gape and ftare, and the 
more fentible part are difgulted, or perhaps 
are tempted toa fmile, while the influence 
both of the teacher and of his doéctrines 
becomes every day lels and lefs. Others 
adopt an unintebligibility of fpeech and 
manner, and chule for their fubjects thofe 
do&rines which are rather objects of faith 
than of reafon, judging it neceflary to 
preach the gofpel as jugglers praéiife 
tricks, by exciting aftonithment. Such 
intentions are always fruftrated. In at- 
tempting to deceive others, they but de- 
ceive themfelves. Mankind are but tranfi- 
tory in their admiration of what neither 
affeéts the judgment, awakens the confci- 
ence, or dwells upon the memory. The 
majority of the people ef Great Britain 
are, itis true, depreved of learning through 


the inclemencies of private fituation and 
wants, but in thofe places where public 
liceatidufnefs has not entered into private 
breaffs, they are found to poflefs much 
good fenfe, averfion to hypocrify, an in- 
genuouinels of {peech and condu&, and 
even nce difcrimination in the object of 
their attachments. More given to feeling 
than expreilion, they do not complain in 
fruitlefs murmurs,or malignity of tongue, 
concerning the mytterious affeGation ef 
their teachers, but filently withdraw from 
their inttructions. They regret that fcanty 
education, or untowardnefs of taite, have 
debarred them from that pleafure, which 
their fuperiors feem to receive from dif- 
courfes replete with hard words and refined 
difquifitions. They may lifien for the 
moment to the /e/quipedalia of falfe ora- 
tory, but they feldom find themfelves 
really difpofed to applaud what they do not 
underftand. They have no inclination to 
re-vifit a place, where the language is 
ftrange, and the doétrines beyond com- 
prehenfion. ‘They chearfully attend to 


doétrines which reprefent futurity as the 
completion of our exiltence, as the reward 
of the good, who may be depreffed in this 
life, and the punithment of the bad, who 
may walk in high places,” but they are 
altonifhed, if they can refrain from fleep, 


when a man mounts a pulp't to prove that 
there isa God. A difcourfe on that fub- 
ject requires the greateft genius, and the 
mott watchful expreflions of argument ; 
but any attemp: to make fuch a difcourfe 
in a proteftant place of worthip, can onl 
either fuggeft pernicious doubts, or be re 
ceived us an infult to the underitandings 
ot the audience. As well may the preacher 
defire the audience to Jeave their pews, un- 
til he fha!l have proved that they have a 
right to fitin them. 

It is not, however, ignorance, affeéta- 
tion of learning, or an improper choice of 
fubj<éts, which we are folely to look to, 
when we would account for the difrefpeé 
fhewn to the clergy, and the confequent 
injuries to Chriftianity. Ichere is, in the 
lives of many, a degree of profligacy, that 
proves a more poweiful diffuafive from the 
principles of religion, than all the efforts 
of f{ceptics can afford. What are we to 
think of men who are feivile enough to 
marry the proflitute of a nobleman, in or 
der to getaliving? What ase we tothink 
of men who, as their company may re- 
quire, are by turns, drunkards, gametters, 
and rakes 3; who mount to erginence by 
means the moft diigracef }to the charac- 
ter of amen, and offen fifer death for 
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crimes the moft injurious to fociety and 
fhocking to our nature? Againit the per- 
nicious influence of fuch men we have no 
antidote but their ignorance. They for- 
get the extenfive importance of the clerical 
Office. Thev forget, that on entering 
upon it, a two-fold charaéter is to be 
fupported, the private charaéter of a pious 
man, and the public one of an indefatiga- 
ble fervant of religion, They omit a 
third confideration, which, if duly weigh- 
ed, might perhaps prevent the indulgence 
of a tranfient inclination to become a cler- 
gyman, fuggefted, it may be, by a difpo- 
fition for public fpeaking, or the views of 
fordid intereft. To be rendered at once 
eafy and independent in point of fortune, 
is a flattering profpeét, efpecially when 
that profpeét is not clouded by duties ap- 
parently rigid, or exertions apparently 
great. But the public and more obvious 
duties of their office, however well per- 
formed, the prayers however well read, 
the fermon, however graced with elegance 
of manner, or brilliancy of matter, com- 
plete not the whole of that work which a 
clergyman is bound to perform. The 
difcharge of thefe we find to be compati- 
ble with ignorance and vice. There is 
another point of view in which a clergy- 
man ftands, and by which the judicious 
part of the world will judge of his fince- 
rity. 

He is to confider him‘lf as the guardian 
of the general character of religion itfelf, 
a character more eafily wounded, and far 
more important than his own. It is to the 
prefervation of that character, from the 
{neers of the worthlefs, the neglect of the 
unthinking, and the maletolence of fcep- 
tics, that all his endeavours ought to be 
dire&ted. This is the obje& which ought 
to terminate 2ll his profpects. NegleGing 
this, he neg!eéts the moft important part 
of his duty ; like. the foolith foldier, he 
would protect his own perfon, but allows 
the citadel to be taken. 

It is to no purpofe that the majority of 
the clergy may be alledged to be of a cha- 
rafter different from that of thofe I have 
been {peaking of. Far be it from me not 
to haveaneye tothe better part. But if 
only one impious clergyman be combined 
in fociety, with twenty of oppofite con- 
duét and principles, that one has itin his 
power daily to give wounds to Chriftianity 
which all thelabours of all the others may 
be infufficient to heal, He is afliited by 
the enticements of a depraved nature ; 
from him the thoughtlefs and the gay, 
giadly take the tcfion, that piety is hypo- 


Clerical Character. 


crify, and revelation prieftctaft. The 
others have to contend with mauy an an- 
toward paflion uncurbed in youth, and 
many a vacant mind untutored in folid 
knowledge, but greedily fufceptible of 
thefe fceptical and vicious opinions which 
want of education, converfation with de- 
figning men, and over-attention to the 
meaner cares of life naturally produce. 
The pious clergyman may take comfort 
indeed from the con{cioufnefs of being the 
friend of mankind, but diftant and preca- 
rious, unfocial and unfafhionable appears 
his friendfhip, while the indulgence held 
out by the other, is accepted for its attrac- 
tive pleafure; it deludes by its gratifica- 
tions. 

The world is guided by example. Pre- 
cept is only neceflary where the fituation 
may not be open to example, or where the 
example may be of a queftionable kind, 
In the clofet, or the fchools of morality 
only are we led by precept, but every 
hour of our lives we are expofed to exam- 
ple. Its voice is louder, more pleafing, 
and more perfuafive, than that of precept. 
The clergyman, who mixes in the pro- 
mifcuous aflemblies of men, gathered for 
amufement, or relaxation, muft carry 
with him the praétice of every doétrine he 
has dared to inculcate, the miniature of 
every perfection which he held out to the 
world at fulllength. If he wifh to teach 
men in what peace a Chriitian can die, he 
mutt alfo teach in what manly fortitude 
and confiftency he can live, All this may 
be eafily performed without abatement of 
chearfulnefs, without darkening the gay 
illufions of innocent youth, and without 
even the appearance of aufterity. But if 
his attachment be to levity and wanton- 
nefs, if he comply beyond his judgment, 
or with-hold the reproof which a moderate 
thare of refolution would have enabled him 
to utter, with advantage to others, and 
honour to himfelf, he feduces the hearts of 
his company. He puts a period to their 
improvement in religion, and undoes the 
ties by which their minds have been cons 
neéted with it, e tells them, that virtue 
isa forry companion, religion an unfocial 
principle, calculated te keep the vulgar in 
awe, ‘full of found and fury, fignifying 
nothing.” To fucharguments, or rather 
praétical demonftrations, they liften over 
the bottle, but they no more attend to the 
difpenfations of a gofpel which cannot 
ftand the teft of ridicule; they fcorn to 
take from any man, precepts which he 
negicéts himfelf, or the observance of du- 
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ties whofe importance, every adlion of his 
private life diminifhes. 

Fraught with this knowledge of one 
member of the church, by an analogy more 
common than charitable, men view all his 
brethren by the light which they have dif- 
coverd, They believe that hypocrify and 
avarice ate the leading features in the cle- 
rical chara&ter. ‘The idea however unjuft 
is ealily extended; many men have a 
fomething, which naturally difpofes them 
to vilify any profeffion that may happen to 
rank Ingh in public intereft or opinion. 
They turn their eyes to the paft and un- 
enlightened periods of England's hiitory, 
and find that the clergy were bloody, ig- 
norant, and avaricious; forgetting the 
ftate of fociety in general at thele pe- 
riods, they ftrengthen and enlarge their 
prejudices as they approach to modern 
times ; during the two laft centuries, hilto- 
rians allow of a prevailing fanétity of man- 
ners, but fome interpret this into a defign- 
ing hypocrify 5 on reviewing thefe centu- 


rics they find no difference between the 
hypocrify of the then clergy, and that 
which they imagine to pervade the facred 
order now, only that the latter is lefs dif- 
guifed than the former ; of courfe the con- 
duét of the clergy of our times, appears 
exceedingly infuiting to reafon and com- 


mon-fenie, an open hypocrite being a 
charaéter which indicates a contempt for 
the difcernment of mankind, but an artful 
one by his clofenefs, Faysa tacit reverence 
toit. Fired with thefe difcoveries, and 
having never viewed the queftion but 
through the medium of falfe conceptions, 
they form ao opinion, that, were it not 
for the wifdom of our legifl ture, all cler- 
gymen would appear as they did in former 
days, they would tyrannize over the per- 
fons as well as the confciences of men, glut 
their worft paffions by facrificing every 
tender tie, and every peaceful confidera~ 
tion, and convert the temple of worthip in- 
to a den of thieves. 

In this, tage of progreffive averfion to 
religion, an inftance or two is held out to 
public view, and received as a proof of 
the uncommon hypocrify and profligacy 
of the clergy. A Dopp occurs to me- 
mory. A———— executed on the igno- 
minious tree for deteftable crimes. A 
Hackman bathed in a harlot’s blood. 
Living examples confirm the general doc- 
trine, It is in vain to oppofe the character 
of the greater part of theclergy. It is in 
vain that men are bid to turn their jaun- 
diged eyes towards the brighter patterns of 


huwan worth, the faireft proofs of the ex- 
cellency of the clerical charaGter.  Stifll 
bypocrify haunts their imagination. Their 
pride is wounded by the reflexion that they 
have been fo long dupes to defigning men. 
They bluth for their inexperience in having 
given an attentive ear to thufe who believed 
not the words of their own lips. They de- 
termine to withdraw their confidence in 
them as preachers of the gofpel, and to af- 
fociate with them only in the undifpuifed 
and common moments of private diffipa- 
tion, when diftinGion gives place to wild 
familiarity. They no more think it their 
duty or their intere% to be prefent at pube 
lic places of worthip, whee they are 
mocked with fictitious piety, ard that 
without even being entertained by the re- 
finements of learning. They think it un- 
neceffary to attend to the explanation of 
duties, of which neither they nor the 
preacher are to be performers. 

A very fhort time only is neceffary, to 
imprefs thefe opinions deeply on’ their 
minds, The greatnef{s of mind, which 
fhines in youth unhacknied in the ways of 
the world, makes the young to abhor hy- 
pees they are fhocked to fee it come 

ined in the worfhip of God, and the cha- 
ratter of theclergy finks before them i:-to 
the moft contemptible infignificance. 
Years aud experience add more inftances 
to their collection of cenfurable clergy= 
men, as in every part of the ifland may be 
found fome, whofe conduct, in the eye of 
the world, reflects difgrace on the facred 
profeffion. But thefe new inftances af- 
fect not as before. Knowledge of man- 
kind has abated the heat of honeft indigna- 
tion ; the fcenes of intercited life, by be- 
ing familiar, become tolerable ; (eififinefs 
appears to bea neceflary adoption. The 
clergy are no longer a fetot men, whofe 
proteiiions tend to elevate them above tem- 
poral advantages, they are merely men, 
wife enough to profit by the credulity of 
mankind, and, to compleat their charac- 
ter, tco honelt to ule any difguife among 
their bofom friends. Allowing this cha- 
raéter to be as generally true as it is gene= 
rally fuppofed, it no longer touches the 
finer fentibilities. Religion, it(zif, now 
comes to be impugned; the abufé is nade 
an argument againft the ufe, and the Jan- 
guage of men at this (tage of their journey 
trom religion may be fuppofed to be 
this : 

‘¢ Religion is a weak fupport to happi- 
nefs, an enemy to pleafure, a feeble aid 
to fociety, fince thofe men who appear to 
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be the greateft advocates for happinefs, 
pleafure and {cciety, admit it not into their 

rivate chara¢ter, but only retain the 
ed and form of it, in order to pre- 
ferve the goodwill of them whofe intereft 
may lead to advancement. It interpofes 
but feldom where vice is deftru&tive, or 
where virtue is amiable; it is a fuperfi- 
cial feeling; it penetrates not the inmoft 
recefles of mens hearts 5 it conforms itflf 
to the wants and withes of men ; it fright- 
ens only the uniettered, but it {peaks not 
to the confcience, for the men, who from 
profeffion are beft acquainted and moft 
converfant with it, can calmly perpetrate 
the oppofite of every duty which it incul- 
eates, and after warmly recommending 
the principles of piety and truth, can 
fneeringly afk, Are we not in fport? 
Their conf€iences are unaffe&ed; their 
acquiefcence in religion is diffembled ; 
their fatisfuétion in vice real ; their official 
employments fpring from neceflity. Their 
privates and unlimited indulgences arife 
from inclinations undifturbed by reflec- 
tion, and unhurt by that compunédtion 
which they fay accompanies vice.” 

While thefe opinions gain advantageous 
ground, another acceffion is made to the 
fiock of theory and the habits of praétice. 
The writings on infidelity prefent them- 
felves, with allurements highly attraftive 
and flattering to juvenile ingenuoufnefs. 
Liberality of fentiment is held forth, as 
the foundation of a wifdom to which the 
bulk of mankind has hitherto been blind, 
and of a degree of refinement referved for 
the prefent enlightened age. ‘The an- 
ruly paflions are encouraged; they co- 
operate with that ditraétion of thought, 
and infenfibility to danger, which f{cepti- 
cifm creates. They who from curiofity, 
or perfuafion, ftored their minds with the 
defiructive precepts of men unfriendly to 
the caufe of virtue and piety, find it ne- 
eeflary to fearch deeper into their myfe- 
sious innovations, and in doing fo be-ome 
completely bewildered in a maze of un- 
certainty. They began by difbelieving 
what was already written, and they are 
unable to eftablifh any thing in its room. 
A regular plan of life, a regular fyftem of 
condust is no longer poffible. Each fol- 
Jows the infinuations of his mind, as that 
may happen to be dictated by paffion, by 
intereft, or a love of compliance. Their 
averfion to Chriltianity increafes in pro- 


portion to their attempts to retreat from. 


3t, and finding that in fome of thofe re- 
tired moments {from which none are free) 
reflexion on their folly vexes and torments 


them, they view Chriflianity as their ene. 
my, and their awn fears 2s marks of a 
mean {pirit. Lord Bacon juftly obferves, 
that they only difbelieve in‘a God, for 
whom it is expedient that there were no 
God. The precepts of their early yeas 
appear to be the common attempts of pas 
rents to enthral their children in vulgar 
and hereditary prejudices. That happy 
infenfibility to virtue, which fome of their 
acquaintances feem to have acquired, aps 
pears to be the highelt perfe&tion of a na- 
ture which is, as they think, to end with 
death, They forget that there is no ita. 
tionary period for the opinions of men; 
they torget that the time will come whea 
men and things fhall prefent themfelves 
in avery different light; they forget that 
half of the happinefs of their prefent fitu- 
ation arifes from the fenfual not the intel- 
leftual faculties, and that they may ere 
long need comforts of a much fuperior 
kind. 

By a continuance of attention to fophi- 
ftry, for it grows into a habit, and by 
the delufion of public pleafures, and pri- 
vate intoxications, every noble power that 
is the fource of real happinefs, becomes 
weakened ; every fentiment of philan- 
thropy, patriotifm, piety or talte, is ab- 
forbed in the intereft or impulfe of the 
moment. Jveiimg, as it is called, or 
pafion, is fubitituted for confcience. 
Whether prompted to vice from within, 
or from external allurement, the fuggef- 
tion is thought confiftent to nature, and 
the indulgence a principle of expediency. 
If the biacker vices, and more glaring 
enormities be avoided, it is owing to an 
accidental happinefs of fituation ; but 
whenever ftrong temptations fhall try, 
even thofe appear but as the demands of 
natural inclination, an obedience to feel. 
ing, or a ftep towards that felicity which 
can only be enjoyed for a fhort fpace, and 
is therefore to be leffened by no prejudices 
which education or cuftom may have in- 
filled into mankind. 

‘The clergy now are entirely forgotten, 
or, if remembered at all, it is to furnith 
fubjects for talfe wit, and a repetition of 
the ftale jefts, and unmerited reproaches 
with which the vicious and the ignorant 
mock whole focieties without difcrimina- 
tion between the deferving and the unde- 
ferving, and, it may be, without any 
Knowledge of the body of men againit 
whom their fzeers are colleéted. Happy 
and applaud-d is he who can invent an 
unheard of infult, a new argument again 
piety, or an ingenious piece of fophiltry, 

wheres 





ene- 
ofa 
ves, 

for 
eno 
eals 
x pa- 
lear 
appy 
their 
. aps 
| Nae 
with 
ita~ 
1eN 5 
when 
elves 
that 
fitu- 
ntel- 
r ere 
erior 


>phi- 
d by 
| pri- 
- that 
omes 
ilan- 
s ab- 
f the 
d, or 
ence. 
thin, 

gef- 
ee 
ency. 
aring 
to an 

but 
! try, 
ids of 

feel. 
which 
>, and 
idices 
ve in- 


otten, 
urnifh 
ion of 
aches 
orant 
mina- 
unde- 
t any 
gainit 
dappy 
‘nt an 
gaint 
hiltry, 
wheres 


Effects of Luxury and Infidelity combined. 15 


wherewith to continue and confirm the 
pleafing delufion. ‘The manners of the 
age favour the general averfion to princi- 
ple. The diverfions of the upper clafles, 
if immoderately indulged in, promote 
vacancy of mind, and confequent fufcep- 
tibility of impreffion, however dangerous ; 
whilé the amufements fuited to the tafte 
of the lower clafies, beget a love of idle- 
nefs, and combine, with want of educa- 
tion, to render them ignorant in the ex- 
treme, impious and daring. An unfeel- 
ing brutality feems to unhumanize them ; 
a brutality which I might term /avage, 
did [ not reco}le& that it is unprincipled. 
The favages poffefs the ftrongett notions 
of gratitude, juftice and conitancy, but a 
Chriftian perverted into an infidel is a 
being that facrifices thofe noble princi- 
ples to his intereft. The only difference 
perceivable between {ceptics of high, and 
of low rank is, that the former are pro- 
vided with the rhetoric of fophiftry to 
palliate and excufe any enormity they 
may be guilty of; the latter follow the 
fteps of their fuperiors, or of thofe who 
have gone before them from the obedience 
of example; they are able to give no ac- 
count of their aétions ; pleafed with the 
gratification of their paffions they are re- 
gardlefs of the nobler merit of a victory 
overthem. To ufe the elegant language 
of Shakefpear, ‘* they are infenfible of 
mortality, yet defperately mortal.” 

The confequences of free-thinking, as 
it is termed, affect the general character 
of a ftate in an alarming degree, for indi- 
viduals are robbed of thofe firm virtues 
that could have made it great and power- 
ful. The more obvious effe&ts are, a 
total dereliftion ef principle, an infenfi- 
bility to the honour which flows from 
honefly, and an impatience of all laws, 
but thofe which are capable of being 
moulded to the events. of every varying 
hour. In the higheft offices of Hate, we 
are fhocked by difhonefty to the king and 
to the country, the facrifice of Britain’s 
nobleft rights, a forgetfulneis of her bett 
interefts: a traiterous anxiety to enlarge 
the emoluments, not perform the duties 
of an office; a negleét of thofe falutary 
laws by which public licentioufnefs, at 
leaft, may be curbed, and an unwilling- 
nefs to adopt fuch new meafures as the 
appearance of uncommon Juxury demands, 
a folemn mockery of that providence to 
whofe bounty Britain owes all the gran- 
deur fhe ever poffeffed ; a conftant atten- 
tion to the promotion of thofe companions 
who have been united by the friendthips 


of mutually fhared vice, in a partial pre- 
ference to humble but unpatronized me- 
rit; an unwillingnefs to countenance by 
example the laws which difcourage open 
immorality, and a connivance at many of 
the blacker crimes of depraved humanity. 

If we defcend from the higher ranks, 
the poverty to which we advance, bright. 
ens not the profpe&t. We fail of meet. 
ing with thofe fplendid virtues which once 
diftinguifhed Britain from all her reftlefs 
enemies, and placed her in arank of pow- 
er fo great, that even the united efforts of 
infidelity and profligacy have not yet been 
able to effect fuch an alteration as wholly 
to preclude the hopes of better days. But 
in vain do we look for the genuine fpirie 
of patriotifm ; of the few who poffefs it, 
the greater part are a&tuated by motives 
difgraceful to themfelves, and injurious 
to their country. Men mutt be prefled 
into patriotifm, and taxed into charity. 
Money, fubftituted for the more folid re- 
ward of a peaceful mind, and of national 
love, is now the object that terminates the 
profpects of our heroes, that attained, 
theie duty and their fervices difappear. 
Hence proceeds the extraordinary brilliancy 
with which a difinteretted ftatefman or 
foldier appears, for the beauty of every 
objeét is capable of being heighwened by 
furrounding d<formity. 

To trace the progrefs of infidelity to 
the very loweft claffes would be a painful 
tafk. The impetuous {peed with which 
many hundreds of miierable wretches 
rufhed on death, in the memorable June, 
17803 the infenfibility which continues, 
from day to day, to lead many to the 
untimely and difgraceful period of a vie 
cious exiftence; the increafe of fuicide, 
even attended with elaborate attempts to 
juftify that {pecies of cowardice ; the ma- 
ny thoufands daily perifhing in the hor- 
rors of difeafed profligacy, inexpreffible 
anguifh, and unrelieved, peshaps unre 
lievable poverty ; thefe are {cenes too great 
for the grafp of an ordinary imagination. 
The moft tender fenfibility cannot com- 
prehend them.—Let the wit and the rake 
indulge the laugh at Chriftianity, but let 
them know that ifs hopes and fears pro- 
duce no fuch effects. 

In thefe few hints on the increafe of 
Infidelity I have hitherto had in my eye 
only one caufe, the defection of fome of 
the clergy from their duty as men of ex- 
emplary piety, and from their accom- 
plifhments as men of communicative 
Jearning. Yet ihe progrefs which I have 
tsaced is not to be imputed to thofe caufes 
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alone, nor is it the work of one age, but 
of many. In places where the clergy are 
unexceptionable, there have always been 
converts to the fatal delufions of a fath- 
jonable belief. In all focieties, from 
thofe compofed of few members to thofs 
compofed of thoufands, from an infigni- 
ficant country village to the populous 
London, there will always be fome men 
given to profligacy, and who, by reduc- 
ang themf{eives and others to fituations in 
which confcience makes them cowards, 
muti be wretchedly grateful to him who 
can argue them into a contempt of con- 
fcience, and eftablifh fuch a fyftem of 
condu& #s fhall proclaim the feelings 
of each individual to be the fole criterion 
of what may be fit and convenient. To 
this fource muft we look for the firft ap- 
pearance of infidel writings. As the proud 
warrior, flying from his avenging enemy, 
will rather fall by his own hands than kifs 
the feet of a conqueror, fo the proud pro- 
fitgate, ftung by remorfe, feeks refuge in 
the flow tuicide ofa fophiftry, which de- 
firoys not his enemy, but fcreens the 
guilty mind from immediate punifhmenc. 
Such is the tendency of the infidel fyftem, 
and fuch a fyftem once publifhed may be 
eafily fappofed fuccefsful. OF fuch this 
country abounds ; rather than be deficient, 
indeed, we have borrowed from our neigh- 
bours, and while the man of arms boatts 
that we are mafters of the boundlefs ocean, 
and ride triumphant in the face of our 
foes, the man of morality muft deeply re- 
geet that the fophifiries of one or two of 
our philofophical enemies fhould have 
gained a rapid and uncontroulable afcend- 
ancy over many an unthinking Britifh 
fou'. Perhaps in a better ftate—yes, let 
us fondly indulge the pleafing reflection 
that there may yct be a time when we fhall 
difdain to borrow principles, or even drefs 
from a country, whofe laws, religion and 
manners keep them Jow in the fcale of do 
minion, liberty, and wifiiom. Yes, 
Tet us even go Stee us hope that the 
time may not be far off, when France 
itfelf fhail enjoy the bleffings of freedom ; 
the bieffings of free government, free |i- 
terature, and unprejudiced cultoms.— 
Fully eftablifhed by the above mention. 
ed- means, infidelity rapidly increafes ; 
vice affumes a thoufand pleafing thapes, 
the ufes of learning difappear, and the ex- 
ed of virtue is not quettioned til! it 
as been loft. Writings replete with fen- 


timents of the bafeit {eduétion are publick- 
Jy printed and fold, in defiance to all laws 
and in epen hollility to the peace of fa 
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milies and of individuals, Bad company 
is no longer to be reckoned the only 
fource of vice. The clofet, as well as 
the tavern, accomplifhes the man of in- 
trigue and infamy. Burdened as the le- 
giflature is with the cares of an unhappy 
war, it were well if fome attention could 
be paid to the abufe of the prefs by licen- 
tious writings. Hence vice has afflumed 
a different fhape, and its effeéts are be. 
come fatally difproportioned to the oppo. 
fition of,the the good and wife. Vice,which 
once ‘ to be hated needed only to be feen,” 
is now reduced to a fcience, cloathed in 
even a drefs of fhowy rationality, that 
fcience committed to writing, and diffemi. 
nated over every part of the kingdom, 
purfued with avidity, and followed by 
fuch confequences as we naturally expect 
from fouls polluted by precept more than 
by paffion, and when thofe feeds of vice, 
which might have for ever lain barren on 
the mind, are haftily nourifhed by perni- 
cious maxims, ‘* grow with their growth, 
and ftrengthen with their ftrength.”” In 
fome cafes thefe books take the form of a 
novel, in others, of a poem or eflay, and 
many of them are not only embellithed 
by the attraétions of fine language, and 
fmooth verfe, but even applauded in the 
public papers with a degree of impudence 
that can only exilt in a mind entirely de- 
ftitute of fame, and with a degree of 
cruelty that injures the charaéter of hu- 
man nature ittelf, 

I have often wondered what manner of 
beings they were who thus armed the ene- 
my of mankind with the moft powerful 
allurements. To read fuch performances 
deliberately argues a depravity of mind, 
that foon caries its punifhment along ' 
with it ; to print fuch is a daring contempt 
of our Jaws, and national happinefs;_ but 
to be the author, in the fequeftered mo- 
ments of retirement from the world and 
temptation, calmly to combine the efforis 
of genins and language to this vile purpole, 
is a crime inexpreffible by ordinary lane 
guage. Would it were poflible to torget 
it, or that fenfibility were not daily wound- 
ed by the palpable progre(s of this fpecies 
of mifery among the young and amiable 
of both fexes! but that is impoffible, Go 
where we may, they meet our eyes. Is 
it that the legiflature fleeps? Is it that a 
fupine inattention to the laws of rectitude 
prevails with parents and guardians ? Is 
it that an eventual progrefs in infidelity 
and luxury counterances the enormity, 
and from its being common makes it ap- 
pear kes ? I know wot whether a mixture 
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of thefe be not the caufe, but I know 
that the moft obfcene and infamous pro- 
duétions are expofed to fale among the 
common works of literature, and it is 
only in private that the indignant mind 
dares exprefs itfelf. " 

Taking in thefe confiderations, the ex- 
ceflive depravity of the age is no longer a 
matter of aftonifhment, fince pleaiure, 
principled pleafure, is the fatal rock on 
which unnumbered thoufands meet de- 
ftruétion. A general effeminacy of mind 
as well as of body, taints our public con- 
duct, and prevents our private happinefs 5 
piety groans under the perfecution of 
{neering ; genius appears under the de- 
preflions of poverty; public fcience and 
tafte bend to private negligence and vul- 
garity. The character of the individual 
. 1s the character of the age, and while the 
former finks into difefteem with the cir- 
cle to which it is confined, the latter muft 
hold a rank equally mean in the opinion 
of future and better times.” But the moft 
dangerous circumftances attending the pe- 
rufal and adoption of fentimental plea- 
fure and infidelity, is the defire to com- 
municate the fame to all around us. Sci- 
entific vice, if I may ufe the term, pre- 
cludes all hopes of amendment. The 
belt man, in fome unguarded occafion, 
perhaps in an hour of intoxication, may 
do a deed unworthy of his character, and 
unequal to the general tenor of his condul; 
but he who becomes a rake from the em- 
ployments of folitude, plunges into a per- 
petuity of guilt with a ftudied and unteel- 
ing regularity, and changes his paffions 
into habits. He fhortens the date of youth- 
ful pleafures, for he purfues them not con- 
fitently with health of body or peace of 
mind, He is infenfible to the tendereft 
and the beft of paffions; he is a ftranger 
to the ties of friendfhip, and with the moft 
ardent defire after pleafure and happinels, 
he cannot at the end of life recotlect one 
hour in which he poffefled either. His 
purfuits are as mean as they are deftruc- 
tive. The wretched female who accofts him 
in the ftreet would fhock him when he 
views her deformed in all the fqualor of 
mifery and want, but for this, that his 
mind has been previoufly fitted for the em- 
brace of any vilenefs, however mean, aed 
of any proftitute however debafed beneath 
her fex and his ftation. The pride of 


birth, of rank, and of wealth is forgotten. 


in the general inattention to character and 
focial connexion. The tie of hufband and 


wife is eafily diffolved, when the mind has 
boft its ftrength. Neither the innovatiens 
JAN, 1785, 
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nor the extremes of vice furprize or alarm, 
fince they come arrayed in the garments of 
pleafure, and fince that pleafure is taught 
as the duty df the early part of life. De- 
prived of its more obvious deformity plea- 
fure infinuates itfelf ; the firft deviations 
from vistue are imperceptible; as they in- 
ycreafe they are juftified, and it is often at 
a late period when mifguided youth learn, 
that he who wantons on the furface of a 
ftream may foon fink beyond his depth ; 
and who fhall emerge from that depth when 
fo many weights contribute to keep hina 
down ? 

The confideration of thefe two caufes, 
the negleét of chriftians, and the activity 
of infidels, involves us in the confidera- 
tion of many others, too extenfive for 
the limits of this effay, which I fhall 
conclude with a with that men in power 
may {peedily devife fome means whereby 
public licentioufnefs, at leaft, may be re- 
ftrained. A total reformation is not in 
the wifdom of man, but to keep from the 
young andinnocentthe moft flagrant temp- 
tations is certainly within the power of the 
legiflature. Public obfcenity may be re 
moved, and protestion given to honeft en= 
deavours to deprive vice of its gaudy orna- 
ments. Let the liberty of the prefs be en- 
couraged and continued, but furely no 
man can fay, that to punifh a wretch who 
prints and fells obfcene writings, is a ftep 
towards the injury of that liberty. 

No man who is liberal minded will ob- 
je& to the toleration of different religions, 
or whether he will or will not is not fo 
much to my purpofe as to regret that all 
religions are proteéted by law, but the re~ 
ligion of the country. The adherents te 
the different feéts of religion, whether they 
be rich or poor, are exemplary in their 
public cultivation of their favorite feé. 
But our own has countenance neither from 
the great nor the wealthy, and the exam~ 
ple of the great and wealthy may be faid 
to influence an incredible majority of man- 
kind. Ihave, however, no fooner penned 
this obfervation, than I perceive how in~ 
efte&tual it will be. To unite goodnefs with 
greatnefs is not in the pen of the beft mo- 
ralift, All that the advocates for religion 
and virtue with is, that as to enforce reli- 
gion and virtue by pofitive laws may be 
deemed an attempt to fetter the inclina- 
tions of men, and as all religions, how- 
ever falfe and abfurd are tolerated, it may 
henceforth be theendeavour of fome friend 
of his country, to enforce fuch laws as 
may deftroy the more open enemies of re- 
ligton, and at leait make pupable and hof- 
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tile feduction criminal and odious in the 
eyes of man. be 
An increafe of effeminacy, a debility 
of body and mind among thofe claffes 
where we look for vigour and aétivity to 
perform the labours of the field as well as 
of commerce; a general depravity of 
tafte, and a fpirit of refiftance to laws and 
good government, are the fatal confe- 
quences. which we eatinot but forefee, if 
men are fti!] allowed to invent and propa- 
gate the moft dangerous tenets, and ob- 
igene writings, and when an affeétionate 
and tender parent trembles to let his young 
family indulge their curiofity by walking 


through the public ftreets in noon-day, 
left they meet with profligate and de. 
ftrugtive books, and when he is no lefg 
fearful to introduce a common news-paper 
at his breakfaft table left thofe writings 
be in it recommended in fuch a manner ag 
to excite improper curiofity. May all 
good men abhor him as a peft to fociety, 
as a difgrace to human nature, who by 
publifhing fuch writings anticipates the 
almoft unavoidable temptations of fanguine 
youth, takes from virtue its blufhing de- 
licacy, and from vice its dangerous ap- 
pearance, and the horrors with which it 
ftrikes the innocent mind. 





For the WesTMINSTER MAGAZINE. 


M O- 


M JU _ §; 
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THE LAUGHING PHILOSOPHER, 


J LITTLE expeéted at this late day 
of my exiftence, to be called from 
the peaceful retirement to which I had de- 
voted myfelf, and in which I expected to 
{pend the remainder of my life. Befides, 
my having been a great traveller fince my 
laft appearance, it cannot but appear plain 
to my readers, that it will be a very dif- 
ficult mattér for me to conquer my’grave 
sefolutions of retirement from the buftle 
of life. 
quifite before I can relax from the aufte- 
rity which I have .afflumed, and converfe 
with my readers with all the familiarity 
of an old acquaintance. The following 
thoughts were the amufement of a leifure 
hour, and I have revifed and correéted, 
and corre&ted and revifed them fo often, 
that the original paper {carcely remains. 
My readers muft therefore be content 
with them as they are, and in the hopes 
of the return of their kind indulgence, 
I fay, “ Here's to cur better acquaint- 
ance.” 

I fhall in future, for the fake of me- 
thod, give the contents of my paper at 
the top, that my readers may abjtain 
from the featt if the bill of fare does not 
give fatisfadtion. ; 


A modeft Apology—Chriflianity not to be 
abolifbed, from a Principle of Ocecono- 


Some time certainly will be re-- 


my—A Hint to Citizens—Partiality of 
Orators «who Addrefs themfelves only 
to the Opulent—The Cafe of a Poor 
Taylor exemplified—Pretences for not 
goimg to Church—Inference, agreeing 
with Dean Swift's Opinion. 


A'S the world advances in years, it is 
faid to advance in wifdom, but whether 
with the world, as with-fome individuals, 
there be not fuch a thing as never arriving 
at the years of difcretion, I am fome- 
times inclined to doubt. An increafe of 
wifdom, however, is the general boaft, 
and it is not neceflary for me at prefent to 
enquire into its propriety. ‘The fpirit 
moft prevalent in our time feems to be a 
fpirit of abridgement, by which all the 
duties of life are fhortned, and learning 
and all other valuable accomp!ifhments 
are reduced to a genteel pocket-fize, adapt- 
ed to general ufe. In the courfe of this 
tafte for abridgement, religion has been 
ftruck off the lift of virtues, and is be- 
come new very unfafhionable. But in 
this I am afraid we have difplayed the 
zeal of reformers without any portion of 
their judgment. Could any thing be fub- 
ftituted that would anfwer the purpofes 
of religion better than religion itfelf, 
few men would regret its departure. A 
fubftitute, however, has not yet been dife 
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A fober Citizen. 1g 


covered, and I cannet help withing that 
one had been thought of before we dif- 
carded the old fyftem, for nothing is fo 
abfurd as a man leaving one path which 
he might have fafely walked in, and 
wandering about without ever finding 
another. On this fubje&, a few hints 
may not be difagreeable, efpecially as I 
intend to avoid all refte&tions which can 
fhow that I have any very violent attach- 
ment to Chriftianity, for that, as times 
are, might bring on me the imputation of 
partiality which is not allowable in a 
writer. 

The abolition of Chriftianity is a plau- 
fible {cheme, and confidering the incon- 
veniences attending con/cience and prin- 
ciples both in church and ftate, it is much 
wanted, but yet our progrefs in this great 
undertaking is too hafty. Many circum- 
ftances now tranfpire which were not at 
firft forefeen, and which feem, in fome 
degree, to argue that we had better leave 
things as they arés The principal of 
thofé untoward circumftauces is the ex- 
pence which attends the rejeétion of Chrif- 
tianity. Impoverifhed as our land is by 
a tedious and unhappy war, there are 
very tew able to lay afide principle, ex- 
cept a man here and there, who may have 
grown wealthy by the profits of war. 


Pleafant as the infidel plan may feem, 
nothing can be more expenfive. It re- 
quires a confiderable fum of money to 
break the leaft of the commandments, 
whereas we may keep all the ten for no- 


thing. The Gentiles of our land may 
fet up infidelity as they fet up their car- 
riage for fhew, and as a neceflary and at- 
tractive appendage to rank and fortune, 
but alas ! who can remove the ttumbling 
blocks that lie in the way of foot paf- 
fengers in their journey from Chriftianity. 
The roads indeed are beautifully cleared ; 
they are fmeothed to a level with our paf- 
fions and appetites, and the mountainous 
obfiru€tions of confcience are removed, 
Great and manifold are the advantages 
of fuch induftry to the rich, but ftill the 
condu& of the rich, like their amufe- 
ments, is wonderfully expenfive. Parifh 
dues and tythes are mere trifles ; and 
taxes amount to nothing when compared 
with the valt fums that a man lavifhes as 
foon as he has bid adieu to Chriftianity, 
and indulges every appetite planted in him 
by the devil, a gentleman who is {till 1e- 
tained in the fyftems of infidelity, becaufe 
of his gredt importance in the articles of 
curfing and fwearing. 

To adopt the principles of fcepticifm, 


without a fortune to fa them, is to 
receive a noble title, without a penny to 
keep up the dignity. An unbelievin 
poor man is the moft ridiculous obje& in 
the world; and, I am forry to fay it, 
often comes to an untimely end. Spite of 
this obvious difficulty, it has happened 
in infidelity asin drefs. The lower ranks 
of men tread on the heels of the upper, 
and defirous to feem as fine, they will 
often beggar themfelves in procuring fine 
cloaths which they know not how to put 
on, or fafhionable fentiments which are 
irreconcilable to contmon fenfe. Hence in- 
fidelity becomes much too expenfive for 
any private gentleman, who trades in the 
fear of the Gazette, and withes to leave 
a decent provifion for his wife and fa» 
mily, 

In fome degree, they fay, it would be 
unreafonable to objeét to infidelity, be- 
caufe men ought to believe as well as 
drefs, according to their rank in life. 
A {ober citizen unincumbered with a fa- 
mily, may perhaps, afford to break one 
or two of the commandments at a mode- 
rate coft, as fober citizens are remarkable 
for driving good bargains, and are cece- 
nomical even in profligacy ; but if the 
fame perfon were to break fix or 
eight commandments, his influence upon 
*Change would gradually be leflened, and 
his creditors would be terrified with 
dreams and vifions of the night, osm. 
cerning dividends, and half crowns in 
the pound, and fuch like black and dark 
objects. A banker, who has long been 
eftablifhed in bufinefs, and who is ac- 
counted by his neighbours to be a mighty 
good kind of an honeft, gallows. fearing 
man, may eafily afford to be abfent from 
church for a whole year, or perhaps, he 
may venture to enjoy a laugh at the clergy, 
and (when half drunk) may, if he pleafe, 
imagine he has no foul—all this his for- 
tune and reputation in trade may admit 
of. But if, not having /ettled his books 
for fome months (fuch accidents may 
happen) he take it into his head that he 
is richer than he really is, and keep a . 
miftrefs, buy a nobleman’s villa, deny 
the being of a God, and entertain foreign 
ambaffadors, we may without breach of 
charity fay—that what?—we muf /ay 
nothing, but coolly withdraw our money 
from his hands. 

Thus, courteous reader, a few of the 
commandments may be broken accord- 
ing to a man’s fortune, but in all this is 
there not fomething defe&tive, fomething 
pufillanimous, fomething hefitating and 
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fpiritlefs ? Breaking only a few of the 
commandments is doing things by halves ; 
it is a pitiful fort of conduct that makes 
no figure in the eyes of the world. Be- 
fides it is abundantly troublefome, for 
a confcience that admits one command- 
ment and rejects another, often knows 
not which to admit and which to reject, 
whereas a man who defpifes all, or obeys 
all, is always prepared and refolute. I 
cannot away with your half-price finners, 
whofe eagernefs to imitate the conduct of 
their fuperiors makes them glad of a feat 
in the fixpenny gallery of the houfe of 
fin, rather than be excluded altogether. 
But the confufion which a tafte for 
infidelity occafions is not without evident 
caufes, Unfortunately for mankind, 
writers on infidelity feem to have diyeéted 
their difcourfes rather to the great and 
the learned than to the million. This is 
a moft bafe partiality. All writers, and 
indeed all fpeakers, particularly many 
of the pulpit-orators of the prefent day, 
are more ambitious of being noted and 
praifed by the opulent than by the poor 
part of their congregations. And the 


method which they fall upon to attain 
this end is rather a fingularone, It is 
to make themfelves unintelligible, fo that 
if a minifter of ftate were to place him- 
felf in a country congregation (I only 


fuppofe the cafe) the greater part of 
hearers would depart uninftruéted, and 
yet not alittle pleafed, though they never 
could tell with what. 

But what.would be the confequence if 
this partiality were to be univerfal? How 
would the gentlemen in the one fhilling 
gallery of the play-houfe bear it, if all 
the fine things were addreffed to the five 
fhilling inhabitants of tle boxes? I do 
not indeed, pretend to compare a fermon 
to a play ; God forbid ; but I fee no rea- 
fon why one part of a congregation fhould 
be kept away more than another, Sleep- 
ing at church, although often a compli- 
ment to the preacher as well as to the fub- 
je&t, is an irreverent cuftom. 

Writers, likewile, not lefs than preach- 
ers,are ambitious to recommend themielves 
to the wealthy, as if a book could be fent 
into the world and be read only by men 
of that defc:iption—a thing which is im- 
poffible. Writers on infidelity ought to 
attend to the ftate of the national debt, 
and the increafe of taxes. A fpirit of 
rigid ceconomy is wanted in thefe days. 
Independence muft not be granted. to 
every man’s paflions and appetites. A 
fermal repeal of the ten commandments 


might, as thirigs now aré, end in theto- 
tal depopulation of the land. @n this 
fubje&t let me befeech modern reformers 
to ruminate. It well deferves their atten- 
tion, 

Let us fuppofe a cafe, which will clear- 
ly prove the difadvantage of a repeal of 
the commandments. The breach of the 
fourth commandment is perfe&ly con- 
fiftent with, nay makes a principal branch 
of the infidel fyftem, but it is a very ex 
penfive one. The fums of money fquan- 
dered on Sundays beggar all credulity, 
and this certainly greatly impoverithes 


the lower clafles, by diverting the circu- 


lation of cafh into particular and partial 
channels, fiom which the ftate derives 
but little benefit. 

A poor taylor, for inftance (with re- 
fpe& and reverence for the gentlemen of 
the cloth) who may have received on Sa- 
turday night the hard-earned fupplies for 
the enfuing week, determines to {pend 
the following day in the charaéter of a 
gentleman, a charaéter in which he af. 
fures himfelf he may remain unknown, 
About eight in the morning, he is drefled 
into handfomenefs, mounts a one horfe 
chaife at one, rides along inveloped in 
clouds of duft, and forgetful of the fhop. 
board. At dinner he is a man of fpirit, 
but eats like a citizen, After dinner he 
is a politician, bnt talks like a taylor.— 
As the evening advances, he fancies hime 
felf to-be a bon vivant, and before the 
fun fets he is compleatly drunk.—Mounte 
ing his whifky he drives to town, and if 
he efcapes a tumble into fome ditch, is 
{ure to fpoil the horfe from bufinefs for a 


-week at leaft.—-But next morning he 


awakes—and lo! he is a poor taylor—~ 
with a head-ach, and without a penny—— 
His family, if he has a family, have all 
this time contented themfelves with ftale 
bread and chearfulnefs, the refult of get- 
ting up fimall linen, making fhirts, and 
going to church. 

This inftance may be fufficient to prove 
the imprudence of a total abolition of 
Chrittianity. On the other fide of the 
queition, I know that much may be faid. 
A love of fingularity, the indulgence of 
the paflions, the expulfion of confcience, 
and liberality of fentiment, are all ftrong 
inducements to relinquith religion. Be- 
fides, it confumes a great portion of time 
which men may find many other purpofes 
to confume. My lord can’t go to church 
becaufe he does not rife until the foree 
noon fervice is over, and as for the aftere 
noon, the levee and dinner are objects of 
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<too great importance to be given up for 
the gofpel. The merchant finds fome ac- 
counts to fettle, fome books to poft, or 
fomething to be done in his counting- 
houfe, which “he really quite forgot to 
do before.” Every man difcovers that 
he has fomething to do, which he could 
not do any other day of the week. 
The expence, however, I muft aver, is 
an argument too irrefiftible. Every cir- 
cumftance of our fituation calls for ceco- 
nomy, and let it not be thought that I am 
one of thofe fafhionable national cecono- 
mifts, whofe ceconomy confilts in -divert- 
ing the channels of wealth from others 
towards themfelves. My motives are 
purely difinterefted. I am very fure I 
never fhall make a fortune by Chriftianity, 
and ever fince certain politicians monopo- 


21 
lized all the verfatility of party, the fale 
of a confcience is no object. The market 
is indeed over-ttocked, and men, betray 
— and their country for pure good 
will. 

For the reafons above, therefore, and 
others which, on reading thele, wil! readi- 
ly prefent themfelves to the reader, I 
cannot help concluding this chapter with 
an affertion, in the words of Dean Swift, 
** that the abolifhing of Chriftianity may, 
as things now ftand, be attended with 
fome inconveniences, and perhaps not 
produce thofe many good effects propoled 
thereby.” This was the Dean’s opinion 


-in the feventeen hundred and eighth year 


of our Lord, and it is mine in the feven- 
teen hundred and eighty-fifth. 
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To the AuTuoRs of the WESTMINSTER Macazine. 


GENTLEMEN, 


If the following Thoughts on a Subjeét, too common, fhould be approved, as coming 
under your Plan, I fhall be glad to fee them in your next Number. 


Bath, January 18, 1785. 


On 


O F whatever little importance the fair 

fex may have been in fome former 
ages of the world, we find that they have 
a perceptible and weighty influence over 


the manners of the prefent time. The 
chara€ters of women and of the age have a 
mutual influence. Where we find women 
defpifed, we at the fame time find men 
rude, inelegant, and barbarous. Where 
we find women admitted toa fhare of the 
public and private pleafures of men, we 
deduce the charaéter of thofe men, or of 
that age or nation, from the nature of their 
attention tothe women. Butitislefs our 
bufinefs to enquire into the treatment of 
women in paft days, than it is to enquire 
whether their prefent treatment and edu- 
cation do not tend, and that ftrongly, to 
deprefs the natural merit of the fex, and 
deprive men of the profit and pleafure to 
be reaped in their company. 

To me it appears, that women are in- 
jured by men in every refpeét, yet not fo 
much from defigned hoftility towards the 
fex, as from a fort of fafhionable carelefs- 
nefs concerning women, and an infenfibi- 
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lity to their value. Hence they are de- 
nied the education that might make them 
rational, prudent and ufetul. They are 
taught, from their infancy, to confider 
themfelves as the deities of beauty, and 
that men are to be both their worfhippers 
and viétims; but they are feldom in- 
formed, that although men may feem are 
dent in praife of their charms, rea} or ide- 
al, they defpife as many as believe their 
fulfome flattery. They are feldom to'd, 
that men of intrigue are prodigal of words, 
to which fafhion gives a fanétion, but ne 
meaning. Yet this mifcondu& is no new 
event in-the annals of woman-kind, nor 
peculiarly to be derived from the degene- 
racy of the prefent day. It is uncertain 
whether the refpeé&t paid to women has 
ever bore a juft proportion to their merit, 
for if it exceeded that merit, they were vs 
much injured, although in a different 
manner, as when it did not equal it. If 
we look into the earlieft accounts of the 
hiftory of women, we find that there ne- 
ver was a time when it was the general 
opinion that women are entitled to a par- 
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ticipation of our bef efteem and good opi- 
nion. The regard paid to them has been 
2 hafty tranfition from one extreme to 
another, from adoration to negleét. As 
avomen they can lay no claim to the firt, 
and, as our fellow-creatures, they deferve 
every exemption from the taft. In unci- 
vilized ages, and in fome countries, at this 
day, they are confidered as flaves, and 
treated with every mark of humiliating 
barbarity. In the days of chivalry, in the 
days of 


« Palfreyed dames, bold knights, and 
magic fpells,” 

they were treated as beings of a fuperior 
order, which we do not find to have been 
attended with falutary effeéts to them, or 
the nation in gencral. It produced a de- 
gree of madnefs and enthuhafm, which 
goon rendered if neéceffary, that proper fteps 
fhould be taken, to !eflen and bring into 
contempt, that warmth and ardour, with 
which men viewed their favourite mif- 
trefies. 

In our days, in order to know the value 
fet upon women in general, it is only ne- 
eeflary to take a view of the common 
modes of education, and the fubfequent 
manners. We find that the levity, vani- 
ty, and emptinefs of mind, which areim- 


puted to women, may be eafily deduced 
from the general form of their education. 
Ha plan were purpofely deviled, it could 
wot be better calculated to make them 
giddy, thoughtlefs, and regardlefs of clia- 


yaéter. A certain fafhion predominates 
an their education. It is neither regular 
mor rational; it fluStuates into various 
fhapes or whims, which we can neither 
analyie nor account for, except by faying 
that IT ES ‘FHE FASHION. But whether 
x bethe fafhion or the folly, its confe- 
quences are too obvious to efcape notice, 
and too melancholy not to incline every 
feeling mind to avert them. 

At public places, and in hours of gid- 
dinefs and levity, we meet with many 
fuitable female companions, but we can 
find but few whom we would affociate with 
gn Our refle&ling, and more ferious hours, 
‘Thofe powers of their mind, which na- 
ture has left for their improvement, are 
neglected and become weak. The graces 
of their perfons, which nature has left 
Smithed, are hidden by fuperfluity of or- 
nament, and prefent nothing but artful 
deformity, and tattelefs finery, Neither 
the infipidity of mere beanty, nor its pe- 
zifkable nature, can keep them from de- 
dicating the belt of their days to the pree 


frvation and exhibition of it. To have 
knowledge, to be rational, is to be fingn. 
lar; to be fingularisto be unfafhionable; 
to be unfafhionable is to be banifhed from 
the circles of diffipation and folly, to the 
gioomy retreats of folitude, and the boor. 
ih pleafure of rcfieclion and reading, 
Hence an infinite number of _fatires on 
women, and hence the decreafe of public 
Opinion, for the public opinion is 
taken from the condu& of the genera. 
lity, and makes no allowance for the vir- 
tuous exceptions ; and hence the frequeney 
of feduétions, aud the apathy with which 
men hear of that att of inhumanity. 
Although there are in this age, many 
collateral helps to the ruin of women, 
many occafional caufes from the increafe 
and common ufe of writings, which tend 
to deftroy a fenfe of propriety, and a love 
of character, yet we mult impute the mi- 
feries of feduction, principally, to an ill- 
conducred education: this is the prepa. 
ratory ftép to their ruin; itis a path in 
which the feducer walks boldly and fuc- 
cefsfully. If the education of women did 
not, in general, make them filly, igno- 
rant, and contemptible, it never could en- 
ter into the mind of man to effect their 
rin. If there were in their conduct a 
fhow of rational purpofe, or in their con- 
verfation, any thing that indicated merit, 
or infpired refpe&t, no man could hear of 
the feduction of a female without horror, 
The verieft profligate that ever was nur- 
tured in the {choo! of infamy, never would 
prefume to meditate the deftruction of in- 
nocence, if he perceived that that-inno- 


cence was any other than the abfence of ° 


temptation, He never would prefume to 
inftil the principles of vice, if he perceived 


any other principles ready to oppofe him. . 


With all the effrontery that diftinguithes 
habitual fiom cafual profligacy, and with 
all the madnefs that intoxicating fenfuality 
gives, the rake muft ftand abafhed in tke 
prefence of a woman, beautiful in mind as 
In perfon, and who fiom knowledge of the 
value of character and virtue, aflumes the 
dignity of an accomplifhed mind. The 
dehigns of feducers are abortive when di- 
rected againft fuch. 
know it, and defift, bet they look for 
more eafy prey among the many, whole 
education has never taught them the value 
of innocence, of reputation, and of time, 
and who never knew what it is to be inno- 
cent, to be fpotiefs, and to employ time 
well, until they have loft all that is deag 
to them in wrecoverable and {peedy ruin. 
Their general conduct injures the —_ 
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that is due to the fex. Men no longer 
fhrudder at the thoughts of perfecting their 
ruin. They confider them as inftruments 
of pleafure, fent into their power by fathion 
and folly ; they find their tatk eafy; they 
are met half way; the many compliances 
and levities of thoughtlefs women, leave 
no cavfe for remorfe, and interrupt the 
execution of no plan, however awkwardly 
formed, for their ruin ; they are not vic- 
tims; they are willing fharers in guilty 
pleafure. They areeither too ignorant to 
fee danger in the defigns of their feducer, 
or their minds are fufceptible of vice, from 
being weakened and corrupted by /enti- 
mental fophiftry in common novels. 

It is not eafy for moralifts to know what 
part to take in oppofing the defigns of the 
feducer, ~Succefs has not as yet attended 
their beft efforts. It is in vain that they 
appeal to the feelings of aman, or to the 
honour, humanity or philanthropy of the 
tender heart ; for they are hear@ and at- 
tended to only by them who need not their 


perfuafions. If they addrefs themfelves 
to the young and unthinking female, their 
advice lofes its effect, becaufe it is deemed 
fuperfluous. The confequence of igno- 
rance and levity is arrogance. They pre- 
fume on their tortitude 5. they fee pleafure 
inftead of danger, and cannot conceive that 
watchfulnelé over the vender paffions is ne- 
ceflary. 

Nor are the reafonings of moralifts more 
effectual with the feducer, for before he 
begins to lay his plans, he mutt tteel hie 
heart againft oppofition of every kind, 
againft the tender ties of friendfhip aad of 
love, againg the tear of anguith, and fym- 
pathy with the difappointments of an af 
fectionate parent. It is not indeed wife 
to expect that he will liften to morality, 
who is about to gratify his inclinations at 
the expence of another's happine(s; norcam 
he be lefs fuppofed to receive pleafure from 
the beauty of virtue, when he is jut about 
to dettroy its fine image. 

; D. 





For the WestMitnsTER MAGAZINE. 


On true FOLLY anv MISERY.or PROFLIGACY 
In LITERARY MEN. 


With an InsTANCE. 


THE philofophy of the human mind is 
“but little cultivated, and therefore but 
little known. Though its importance 
fhould make it a primary objeét of atten- 
tion; the number of thofe who turn their 
thoughts towards it are by far too tew to 
be compared with thofe whofe genius and 
invention are exerted on inanimate objects, 
or in the cultivation of thofe {ciences which 
gratify curiofity, rather than promote ufe- 
ful knowledge. 

Hence it is that the centrarieties which 
we find in the difpofitions ef men appear 
to us to be inexplicable phenomena, and 
too intricate, too dark, for us to enquire 
into; nay, in many cafes it is decimed 
prefumption to endeavour to analyfe the 
powers of the mind by the rules of reafon 
and fair deduétion. Thus in the know- 
ledge of arts and ornamental {ciences we 
are little fhort of, or at leaft nearly ap- 
proaching to perfe&tion, whereas in know- 
ledge of ourfelves the baby-age cannot be 
faid to be paft. ; 

Obfervation teaches ws that the moft ex- 


traordinary contrarieties may exift in the 
fame mind, and of this we have in parti- 
cular many examples in fome literary men. 
We find learning and folly, talte and pro- 
fligacy united. That this is the cafe no 
one can douht. Why it is the cafe can 
only be explained by faying, that the 
powers of the head and the paffions of the 
heart are unconneéted, that genius and 
integrity are not neceffarily infeparable, 
and that a man who difplays a fine tafte 
for the beautiful and fublime in works of 
nature and art may neverthelefs indul 
in groveling meanneffes and contraét habits 
of Jow profligacy, like the moft taftelefs, 
ftupid, and ignorant of human beings. If 
this great diftance betwixt the head and 
heart is not admitted, we thal] be much at 
a lofs to know why a man whofe writings 
imprefs mankind with fentiments of fu- 
blimity and delicacy, nevertheiefe is in his 
own conduét an obje& <f abhorience. 
While his genius and underftanding tend 
to improve the nature of others, his paf- 
fiens and practices tend to deftroy ye 
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24 
While, like Sterne, he preaches benevo- 
Ience and purity, like Sterne alfo, he 
practifes the very reverfe of thofe virtues. 

In literary men profligacy is more to be 
deplored than in men of humbler ta'ents, 
becaufe it is lealt expected, and becaufe 
their example has a powerful effect. The 
unlettered vulgar conneét the ideas of 
learning and goodnefs, and where they 
fee a learnéd man they fancy they fee a 
being of a fuperior order, whofe example 
they ought to imitate, and whofe precepts 
they ought to obey, But when they find 
him acting contrary to his own doctrines, 
they defpife both him and them, aud if 
they form any opinion at all of the ufes of 
learning, it ts probable, that great men 
are great cheats, and that the learned man 
as the greatett of all cheats. Hence the 
reputation which learning ought to hold in 
the world is leflened by means which can 
never be counteracted, and the value of a 
good character does not appear fo delirable, 
fince they who belt know and can beit tell 
what dignity of mind and manners is, are 
themfelves the votaries of low plealures, 
and the obitinate fupporters of mean ha- 
bits. 

But the folly and mifery of profligacy 
in literary men is efpecia!ly obvious from 
the confideration that literary men are in 
general, (perhaps I might fay always) en- 
dued with a great portion of fenfibility. 
Seribility is an attribute of genius ; from 
this it is that their lapfe into error is more 
to be regretted than that of the callous 
hearted, whole paflions are feldom fo much 
interefted in any objeét, as to fpur them 
to the period of ruin. Butin literary men 
the pailions are ttrong ; the firft errors are 
feldom unrepented of, andthe pain which 
that repentance brings is increafed by the 
reflections of a weil informed mind; 
hence, after fubfequent errors, the power 
of which encreafes by repetition, little or 
no interval is granted for reflection ; or if 
any interruption takes place, the time is 
waited in refolut:ons which they have not 
itrength to put in practice, and they flat- 
ter their friends with hopes of amendment 
which never can be fulfilled. The farther 
they remove from reflection, their hearts 
become more obdurate, but even this ftate 
which removes them from integrity, does 
not for a time impair their faculties. A 
promifcuous intercourfe with mankind at 
firit whets their genius, furnifhes matter 
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for them to work upon, and it is not ti}] 
health decays that we perceive a decay of 
mental powers ; when that, indeed, ap. 
pears, the object is truly pitiable. But 
farther reflections on this fubject will ap- 
pear to better purpofe when accompanied 
by an ijluftration. 

The inttance I have felected is that of 
Boyfe, the poet, whofe memoirs are giver 
in the laft edition of Mr. Nicholl’s Bio- 
graphical Dictionary, and in the Biogra- 
phia Britannica.* ‘The memory of Boyfe 
is ftill recent with fome of his cotempora. 
ries, who are now living, and his life af. 
fords abundance of inftruction. 

There was nothing in the early educa- 
tion of Samuel Boyfe that could lay fo 
ftrong a foundation as his folly appeared 
to have. He was the fon of an eminent 
diffenting minifter, who went to Dublin at 
a time when England did not afford the 
beft fecurity to the Non-conformilts. At 
Dublin this fon was born in the year 1708. 
It is natural to think, fuppofing there were 
no proofs of it, that his early education 
was fiich as tended to mature the princi- 
ples of goodnefs, and ftrengthen inte- 

rity. 

“It'refted ‘with Boyfe, however, to culti- 
vate the principles he had been taught, 
He was {vor removed from his parent, 
and fent to the univerfity of Glafgow. 
A carelefs fpirit fuggefted to him that he 
was now to be his own matter, and the 
company which his thoughtlefsnefs recom 
mended him to go into, confirmed in him 
the common, but abfurd notions of youth- 
ful conduct. Extravagance w2s genero- 
fity, illicit amours were gallantry, and 
Spirit was virtue and honor. Such fenti- 
ments took their natural courfe, and in 
his twentieth year, before he had been two 
years at the univerlity, he married a tradef- 
man’s daughter of Glafgow. The youth 
of the parties, their little knowledge of 
the important concerns of the married ftate, 
and the neceffity of his profecuting his ftu- 
dies, in preference to every purfuit that 
brought interruptions and incumbrances, 
demonttrated this to be an imprudent ftep. 
His extravagance remained, and was 
the more pernicious now when the contrary 
Virtues were the more neceflary. It is 
generally obferved, that where men have 
contracted a habit of diffolutenefs, there is 
fome circumftance in their lot which ap- 
parently ftrengthens it, and prevents their 
efcape 


*T hive only made ufe of thefe works in the {election of the leading facts concerning 
Boyfe, The reflections [ have made are fuch as the nature of the fubject required. 
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efcape from ruin. The wife Boyce had 
married became as abandoned and diffo- 
lute as himfelf. An union of this nature 
could not fail to fhorten the exiftence of 
expiring virtue and manlinefs, His fa- 
ther fupported him for fome time, but 
that fupport ceafed probably from his fa- 
ther’s inability to increafe it in proportion 
to the wants of his unthinking fon. 

On this, Boyfe repaired to Edinburgh, 
where he foon diftinguithed himfelf by a 
lively talent for poetry. Here he met with 
many frends, particularly the Couute(s of 
Eglington and Lord Stormont, both of 
whom liberally encouraged his merit. ‘The 
poems he publifhed were much read and 
much approved of. His confequence with 
the public encreafed daily, and this encou- 
ragement might have fheltered him from 
the florms of life, and recalled him from 
his deftructive purfuits. It might have 
fuggefted to him the benignity of heaven, 
and raifed in him an emulation to preferve 
and augment his reputation with man. 

But Boyfe was not of a difpofition to be 
altered by the fmiles of fortune; he had 
no defire to be companion of the wife, the 
great, or the good part of mankind. He 
felt no ambition to poffe{s the dignified 
minds ef his patrons, nor to practife the 
virtues he had-fung: The company of 
fome perfons of diftinction, who patronized 
him, wrought no change. It neither 
awakened his fenfibility, nor imprefied 
him with a fenfe of its f{uperiority to the 
company he had been ufed to keep. They 
night, indeed, ftudy to ferve him, judg- 
ing him to be aman of merit, but he was 
not to be ferved. 

His voluptuoufnefs was as extenfive as 
his underftinding, and his genius and his 
meannefs kept pace. In his vices he dif- 
played no tafte, dnd in their confequence 
he ieemed tv feel no mifery. Dead to en- 
joyment of a good character, and incapa- 
ble of conceiving what dignity of cha- 
racter was, he was content to gratify his 
paffions whenever they impelled him, the 
beft way his finances would admit of ; and 
for the neceflaries of life he depended on 
contributions. A man of true ipisit will 
prefer induftry in any occupation to fuch 
obligations, but we have already faid, 
Boyfe was a ftranger to true fpirit. 

‘This conduét, however, could not but 
tire the generotity of his friends and pa 
trons in Edinburgh. It was av impofition 
on their fenfes, and they withheld a cha- 
rity which produced the very reverfe of 
good. He funk into an abject contempt, 
. andin this ftate formed the defiga of vi- 
Jan. 1784, 
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fiting London, which being communicat- 
ed to the Duchefs of Gordon, the gave him 
letters to Mr. Pope, Sir Peter King, and 
Lord Stormont, and gave him a 1ecom- 
mendation to the prefent Earl Mansfield. 
Thefe letters he never made ufe of. 

‘The effects of living in Lopdon on fuch 
aman as Boyfe may be eafily fuppofed. 
His means of fubfiftence were precariouss 
and often totally deferted him. About 
the year ¥740, he was reduced to extreme 
diftrefs, having neither -fhirt, coat, or any 
kind of apparel; even his theets were 
carried to the pawnbrokers, and from this 
fund of the unhappy the intereft is feldom 
very great. One only blanket remained, 
which ferved him for coat, waificoat, theet, 
and every thing. He fat up in bed wrap- 
ped round in this miferable mantle, when 
writing; and in order to render it com- 
modious for the purpofes of ftudy, he 
made a hole, through which he put hig 
arm when he wrote, his knees fupplying 
the place of table. In this way he fupe 
plicated the affillance of his friends by lew 
ters, which were fometimes anfWered, and 
fometimes reje&ted, at leaft the afliftance 
given was very ill-proportioned to the 
wants of the imprudent fuppliant. 

From fuch a fituation there was but one 
ftep to the worft of all fituations, if the 
mind poffeffes any refle&tion, @ jail; Nor 
was it long before Mr. Boyle arrived at 
this period of his difgracetul progrefs. In 
1742, we find him in a fpunging: houfe; 
To this incident we ar€é indebted for a 
letter to Mr. Cave, printer of the Gen- 
tleman’s Magazine, an exaét copy of 
which is preferved in the Biographia Bri- 
tannicas It contains a pi&ture of mifery 
which may be ufeful, and there i$ a mix 
ture of circumftances: attending it which 
may be reckoned an objeét of entertain- 
ment. Attop he amufes himfelf with hig 
fituation, while in the Jetter itfelf he wihhes 
to deplore his milery ferioufly, 


& Infeription for St. LazARuS'’s Cavs 


* Hodie, tefe ccelo fummo; 
Sine pare, fine nummo 3 

Sorte pofitus infette, 

Scribo tibi dolens mefte. 
Fame; biies tumet jecur é 
Urbane, mitte opem, pracor $ 
Tibi enim cor humanum 

Non a malis alienum, 

Mihi mens nec male giato, 
Pro a te favere dato.” 
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*¢ Ex pehenna debitoria 

Vu!go, domo fpongiatoiia,” 
ALCEUs. 

«SI R, 


T wrote you yefterday an account of my 
unhappy cafe, I am every moment threat- 
ened to be turned out here, becaufe I have 
not money to pay for my, bed for two 
nights paft, which is ufually paid before 
hand ; and am loth to go into the counter 
till I can fee if my affair can poflibly be 
made up. I hope therefore you will have 
the humanity to fend me half a guinea for 
fupport, till I can finith your papers in my 
hands. The Ode on the Briti/h Nation T 
hope to have done to day, and want a 
proof copy of that part of Sterne you de- 
fign for your prefent Magazine, that it 
may be approved -as far as poflible from 
your affiitance. Your papers are but ill- 
tranfcribed. T agree with you as to St. 
Avguttine’s Cave. I humbly entreat your 
anfwer, having not tafted any thing fince 
Tuefilay evening I came here; and my 
coat will be taken off my back, for the 
charge of the bed, fo that I muft go into 
prifon naked, which is too fhocking for me 

9 think off, 
I am, with fincere regard, 
Sir, 
Your unfortunate humble Servant, 
S BOYSE, 


Crown Coffee-Houfe, 
Grocer’s Alley, 
Poultry, July at, 
1742. 


*s Received from Mr.. Cave the fum of 
halt a guinea by me, in confinement, 


S. BOYSE.” 


Mr. Cave was not the man to refnfe this 
requeft. But what muft the ftate of that 
man’s mind be, who, amidft fuch mifery, 
could coolly and deliberately apply his 
thoughts to fubjeéts of amufement and le- 
vity ? From whence could this fortitude 
proceed ?—I do wrong to call it fortitude. 
It was infenfbility. The tortitude of men 
when unhappy, is a divine infpiration. 
They whofe hopes and fears centre in the 
favour of a divinity know what it is to 
fmile at the ftorm, and meet with boldnefs 
an impending danger. All other fortitude 
is but the infaiuation of a hardened heart. 
He who prizes experience, and confults 
reafon, will be by misfortunes led to re- 
Acétion, and thofe refle€tions, although 
tney may not produce all the good effects. 


of repentance, muft, if repeated, leave 
an impreffion never to be effaced. 

It does not appear how long Boyfe was. 
in confinement, but when he obtained his. 
liberty, his imprudence and his wants 
{till continued, and fome judgment of 
his fubfequent way of life may be formed 
from a knowledge of the mean arts which: 
he praétifed to procure a fubfiftence. At 
fome times he would raife fubfcriptions 
for poems which did not exift; a {pecies 
of knavery not unknown in the prefent 
day, nor unpraétifed by fome who ought 
to know the difference between villainy’ 
and virtue, At other times he ordered 
his wife to inform people that he was juft 
expiring, to move the compaftion of his 
friends, who were frequently furprized 
to meet the man in the ftreet to-day, who 
was yellerday faid to be at the point of 
death. 

In +743 he publifhed an Ode on the 
Battle of Dettingen, intituled, ** Albion’s 
Triumph,” but did not put his name to 
it. In 1745 he was with Mr. Henry at 
Reading, where he was paid ata very low 
rate for compiling a work, intituled, 


' An Hiftorical Review of the Tranfac- 


tions of Europe, from the Commence- 
ment of the War with Spain in 1739 to 
the Infurreétion in Scotland in 1745; 
with the Proceedings in Parliament, and 
the moft remarkab!e Dometic Occurrences 
during that Period. ‘To which is added, 
An Impartial Hiftory of the late Rebel- 
lion, &c."” This work was publifhed in. 
¥747, in two vols. $vo. and is faid not 
to be deftitute of merit. 

When at Reading, his wife died ; his 
behaviour on this was very extraordinary ; 
he tied a piece of black ribbon round the 


neck of a little lap-dog, which he always 


carried about with him in his arms, as 
imagining it gave him the air of a man of 
tafte. Healfo, when in his cups, which 
was as often as he had money, indulged 
a dream of h's wife’s being itill alive 5 
and would talk fpitefully of thofe by 
whom he fuppofed her to be entertained. 
My bicgrapher, Nichols, adds upon this, 
** So that, it feems, he was not without 
a good degree of affeétation in his cha- 
raéter.” It is, I prefume, more naturak 
to conclude, that this behaviour proceed- 
ed from a degree of temporary infanity, 
which obfervation tells us may be produced 
by frequent drinking. The madnefs 
which appears in a drunken man, who 
feldom is guilty of drinking, las no Jon- 


ger than the tumes of the liquor; but in: 


habitual drinkers, particularly thofe who- 
drink, 
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@rink in order to appeafe a tormenting 
mind, we almoft always find a degree of 
jnfanity prevailing in all their conduét, 
and that infanity is generally of the me- 
Jancholic kind, a fituation the more to be 
deplored becaufe it urges them to conti- 
nue the caufe which brought it on. 

After Boyfe’s return from Reading, 
his behaviour and et became {fo 
far decent as to give hopes of his retorm- 
ation, but his health vifibly declined, and 
after a lingering illnefs he expired, May 
“3749, in obfcure lodgings in Shoe-lane, 
and was buried at the expence of the 
parifh. 

Such was the end of a man on whom 
nature had beftowed talents that might 
have adorned the age in which they were 
difplayed, and made him happy who pof- 
feffed them. ‘But Jet no man think that 
he can abufe the gifts of nature without 
contempt during life, and wretchednefs, 
forrow and fhame at his latter end. To 
“conclude this account in the words of my 
biographer, *¢ If we did not know from 
obfervation, that fach ftrange contradic- 
tory qualities exift in fome peculiar tem- 
peraments, it would be almoft impoffible 
to conceive, how any thing fublime, 
beautiful, elegant and affeéting, could 
ever, even in the moft favourable and 
Jucid intervals, be produced from fuch 
inelegant, low-lived, profligate man- 
ners.” 

Difappointment will always be in pro- 
portion to expectation. From men of 
genius and learning the world expec 
much; perhaps too much is expected. 
But furely they grofsly deceive themfelves 
who think that a portion, ever fo great, 
of literary merit, is an apology for the 
indulgence of profligate appetites, and 
who imagine that it is preper the-valgar 
fhould abftain from vices, but that men 


-of genius are above all reftraint. 


The habits of profligacy, if they added 
even to temporal happinefs, might admit 
of fome excufe, but they are the bane of 
peace in every fituation, Excefs in vo- 
lapiuoufnefs, in the pleafures of the table 
and the bagnio deftroy the faculties of 
the mind, as well as of the body. Un- 
lawful pleafure corrup's and vitiates the 
imagination, and although a man of 
genius may attempt to recommend purity 


-of mind, his writings difcover that he 


has loft that enthufiafm which formerly 
infp'red bts pen. Habitual intoxication 
hurts the health of body, without which 
there never can be foundnefs of mind. 
Thofe who are addi&ted to it, neither 


fpeak nor aé&t as they were wont to do. 
Their memory fails, and they remember 
neither what they have done nor faid. 
Their paffions become violent, impetuous 
and daring, and in the paroxyim of paf- 
fion they otten commit crimes the remes 
brance of which embitter their future lite. 
Their judgment fails; they no longer 
can difcriminate between degrees of richt 
and wrong; they waver, are ftedfait to 
nothing, and never to be depended on 
for the execution of any purpofe, hey 
begin to incur the contempt of their 
friends who leave them to their infatua- 
tion, and if this begets reflection they 
drown it trom time to time in the intox- 
icating cup. The intervals of fobriety 
are made miferable by a ftupor or melan- 
choly, for which they find no cure but in 
a return to the bottle. The faculties both 
of body and mind being thus impaired, 
their only refuge from difgrace and milery 
ts in the grave. 

If thefe effeéts are fhucking when the 
object is a man of an uninformed mind, 
what muft they be when they have marked 
fut a literary man for public pity or 
contenrpt ? 

Learning can never be confidered as 
‘ornamental where it is abufed, nor as 
ufeful when it does not improve the mind 
which poffffes it. If it is purfued morely 
with the views of gain, and without any 
intention of making the heart better, it 
can be confidered gnly as ferving the 
purpofe of a. refined fyftem of hypocrity. 
To fay the lealt, it is ufelefs, and the 
life that is confumed in acquiring and 
difieminating fuch learning, had_ better 
be employed in the meanett mechanical 
labour. 

Upon the whole, as profligacy in every 
degree tends to make men unhappy, and 
as it is attended with a peculiar degree of 
folly and mifery in literary men, dignity 
of mind and manncr appears indl{penfibly 
neceflary in the latter, left they become | 
contemptible and wretched by endeavour 
ing to unite learning with profligacy, tafteTiM 
with low voluptuoufnefs, and temporal 
quiet with a hatred of piety. 

I cannot conclude this fubjeé& better 
than in the words of the learned Dr. 
Beattie : 

«« Learning, when one applies to it 
with a fincere purpofe of improving his 
nature, and of rendering himfe'f move 
ufful to his fellow-creatures, is of all 
earthly poffeffions the mott valuable, 
But ftill let it be remembered that piety 
and virtue are the chief purpofes for which 
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man was made, and the only certain 
means of happinefs. The time is fait 
approaching when learning and all other 
ornaments of human life fhall difappear 
for ever, and nothing be found of any 


real value, but the divine approbation 
If that is fecured, all is well ; and with. 
out that, all other attainments are no- 
thing.” ; 








For the WESTMINSTER MaGaziwne. 


Copy of a LETTER from the Honourable Warren Hastinas, Efg. Go- 
" ‘yernor-General of Bengal, to the Honourable the Court of Directors 


of the Eaft-India Company, dated from Lucknow, April 30. 


With @ 


osTscriPtT, dated May, 13, 1784. 


Jo the Honourable Court of Directors of the Honourable United Eaft-India 
— Compary. 


Honourable Sirs, 


I Have judged it incumbent upon me to 
make trial of eyery practicable chance 
of conveying to you the earlieft intelligence 
of my arrival at the place from which this 
Jetter is dated, and of the firft effeéts pro- 
Huced by the accommodation, which took 
place, by the refolution of the Governor- 
yeneral and Council, pafled on the 31f 
of December Jaft, and already notified to 
you by the fucceffive difpatches of your 
thips. I fhall begin the thread of my 1e- 
ort from that date. 

I foon after founf that the ftate of this 
country was fe difordered, in its revenue 
and adminiftration, and the credit and in- 
fluence of the Nabob himfelf fo much 
fhaken, by the effects of the late ufurpa- 
tion of his authority, and the contelts 
which attended it, as to require the accef- 
fion of an extraneous aid, to rettore the 
powers and conftitution of his govern- 
ment; and I was ftrongly and repeatedly 
prged to repair hither in perfon for that 

urpofe. 

 Thefe inftances, though declared to be 
conformable to the wifhes of the Nabob 
Vizier, his family and minifters, having 
heen privately conveyed to me, I repre- 
fented-them ag fuch to the Board on the 
zoth of January, and offered my fervices 
to goto Lucknow, whenever the Nabob 
Vizier fhould require it, which IT knew 
from undoubted authority he would, with 
his anfwer to the notification formally 
qnade to him of the 41ft of December. — 

- My reafons for thus anticipating the oc- 
¢afion were many ; the diltratted ftate of 


a fairs, which every fufpenfion of a day 


Lucknow, April, 30, 1784. 


would aggravate ; the feafon of the collec. 
tidns, requiring the application of early 
exertions for their fecurity, and my own 
infirm flate of health, which was not 
equal to fuftain fo long a journey, if pros 
traéted to the commencement of the hot 
winds, 

My offer was accepted by a conditional 
declaration on the part of Mr. Wheeler, 
and I made inftant preparations for the 
journey. 

On the 14th ef February the Nabob’s 
invitation arrived ; I repeated my propa- 
fal, the fame authority decided its ac- 
ceptance, and on the y7th I took my 
Jeave of the board, and departed from 
Calcutta, with a fevere iudifpofition, which 
had feized me fome time preceding, then 
hanging on me; _ happily the change of 
ar effeéted my fpeedy cure, and on the 
27th ult. I arrived at this place, in a ftate 
of health fo confirmed, as to promife an 
unremitted attention to the very important 
objects of my commiffion. 

On my way, I had the alarming per- 
fpective of a foil, fo completely exhaulted 
of its natural moifture, by the failure of 
one entire feafon of the periodical rains, 
that except the fields of grain, which have 
been kept in vegetation by the uncommon 
Jabour of the hufbandmen, and were {till 
cloathed with a luxurious produce, or re- 
tained the ftubble of the recent harveft, 
the plains exhibited an appearance of bar- 
rennefs, fo dreary, that even the roots of 
its former herbage no longer exifted, and 
the deep ravines, and beds of rivers which 
T pated, threw up clouds of duft from 
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their channels, Thefe are not circum- 
fisnces of trivial obfervation, nor are they 
confined to the lands of thefe provinces 5 
every region of Hindoftan has felt the 
fame angry vifitation, and another year of 
equal drought, which is not to be expec- 
ted in the courfe of natural events, would 
put it out of the reach of human wifdom 
to prevent, or retrieve the dreadful cala- 
mity which muft attend it. . 

Yet fuch is my reliance on the gratitude 
and unbounded confidence of the Nabob 
and his minifters, that I dare promife, 
even at this immature period, under every 
circumttance, but the dreadful one which 
J have fuppofed, and which I have (tated 
as improbable, a fuccefsful progrefs and 
termination of the meafure which I have 
begun, equal to any expeétations which 
may have been formed of it, however fan- 
guine, if I am not counteraéted, and my 
operations impeded by orders which I may 
not refit, and am allowed to remain to the 
time deftined for their perfection ; nor 
fuall it be a common obftru&tion which 
fhall reftrain me, for I poffefs fuch inhe- 
rent advantages as, I trult, will prove fu- 
perior to every fpecies of oppofition, but 
the laft extremity of it. Indeed if fuch 
fprings as give the common movements to 
popular opinion, could influence my pro- 
ceedings, I have already experienced them 
in two inftances, one of which I believe to 
have had the fpecial fervice I am engaged 
in for its objeét, and the other, the gene- 
ral ruin of my authority. 

Tallude, firft, to a report fabricated at 


Fort St. George, of the arrival of a thip 


ef war at Bombay, with the authentic in- 
telligence of my difmiffion with difgrace 
from my office, which I received at the 
inftant that I was fetting my foot 
on the fhore at Nuddeah, for the com- 
mencement of my journey: and, fecondly, 
to a paper tranimitted to me by a refpected 
authority, from Calcutta, containing ftric- 
tures on my former deputation, {aid to be 
a part of a report of the Sele&t Committee 
of the Houfe of Commons, which unhap- 
pily apply to every purpofe of this, and 
which declare, (with horror I repeat it) a 
right irivefted in the Commander in Chicf 
of the army, to oppofe the power dele- 
gated by the Government itfelf to its firft 
executive member, and to affert that right 
by an appea! to the army, for its ultimate 
decifion upon it. The words of the re- 
port (if it be fuch) to which I allude, are 
thele : 

“© By thefe inftru&ions,” (that is the 
inftructions {ent by the Court of Direftors 


. 


to Bengal in the years 1774 and 1773) 
‘© it appears, that the Governor General 
was pofitively reftrained from the exercife 
of any military power whatfoever, beyond 
the garrifon and fortrefs of Fort William; 
fo that the delegation and exercife of all 
military power beyond the limits fo de- 
fcribed, was a dire&t and pofitive difobee 
dience of the orders of the Court of Direce 
tors.” 

** Difobedience of orders on a point fo 
delicate and important as that of wrefting 
the military command from the official mie 
litary efficer, who was invelted with that 
authority by the orders of the Dire&tors, 
might have been produ@ive of confequen- 
ces extremely prejudicial to the fervices 
if the Commander in Chief had afferted © 
the right inveited in himfelf, a contention 
for executive power might pollibly have 
been the confequence, and the army, 
which in India is fo peculiarly conftituted, 
as to require not only exa& difcipline, but 
the moft perfect fubordination, in order 
to infure obedience, mult have ultimately 
decided where that obedience was due.” 

I dare not examine a doétrine afirmed 
to be of fo facred an authority ; yet I 
may humbly fuggeft that it never was, nor 
could have been intended to be applied 
to the actual Commander in Chief, whofe 
command was originaliy contt:tuted by the 
Governor General and Counci! themfelves, 
and therefore could not be rendered fupe- 
rior to, and independent of the powers 
vefted in the Governor Genera! and Coun. 
cil, by an Act of Parliament paffed before 
its exiftence; nor included in any inftruc- 
tions of the Court of Directors, alfa 
framed at a more anc‘ent period, if even 
ata later; and a fenfe of national duty, 
fuperior to every confideration of perfonal 
fatety, or the reverence which is due to 
high office, impels me to denounce, and 
to date the fall of the Britifh empire in In- 
dia, from the inflant that it fhall be de- 
cidedly declared, or underftood, that any 
Commander in Chief of the army, be his 
title or rank what it will, is, or may be, 
by any conitructive power, independent of 
the Government under which the wiflom 
of Parliament hath hitherto placed the 
army forming in thefe provinces, and every 
member of it, in an implicit, and abfolute 
fubjection to its authority. 

God forbid, that any future Pizarros, 
and Almagros, fhould difgrace the annals 
of your dominion, or mark the traces of 
its decline weth the blood of your fervants 
and foldiers, but the conteft wil! probably 
be of hort duration ; and happy will it be 

: tes 








38 
for the interefts of humanity, if fuch fhall 
be the iffue, thevgh dreadful to our own, 
whatever period ot time may clofeit. 

Let me add, nor let my words be ut- 
tered in vain, that whenever the fatal blow 
fhall be ftruck, or from whatever hand it 
fhall proceed, its effect will be, nota gra- 
duak decay, but inftantaneous ruin; for 
your exiftence hangs on the thread of opi- 
ion, which the touch of chance may break, 
and even that fource which ought to flow 
‘with the principles of its duration, will, if 
productive of the fame deleterious flreams, 
which have been lately feen to iffue from 
it, prove the caufe of its diffolution. 

I am not myfelf apprehentive of any evil 
confequence, from the partial and limited 
cominand which I poffefs over your army, 
io its tending to provoke a competition ; 
for, in the firft place I will never pur it to 
the iff~e of atrial; end, in the fecond, 
were the boaid fo permit the Cominander 
in Chief to come into this quarter, which 
is not likely, Iconfidently hope, that be- 
fore he could arrive, this Province wi!l 
have been fo regulated, as not to require 
any foreign aid for its internal protection, 
nor, of courfe, any exercife of the power 
which I poffefs, and which he might deem 
hiafelf warranted to refit. 

{ proceed to repeat the effects which have 
been produced to this time, from the late 
accommodation, and the objects to which I 
fook, for the final iffue of it. 

Before my departure from Calcutta, I 
applied througha private channel to theac- 
ting Minilier,to advance an immediate fup- 
ply of money to your Paymater General 
at Lucknow, for the fubfiftence of troops 
fiationed in thefe Provinces, who were 
then many months in arrears, and fuffered 
much additional diftrefs, from the fearcity 
and dearnefs of grain. He inftantly raifed 
the fum of ten lacks of rupees, which 
proved a critical and effectual relief. 

Since my arrival, he has made other 
payments to a confiderable amount. Thefe 
are particularized in the enclofed account, 
No. 1, in which I have included, for your 
early information, all the payments made 
tn liquidation of the honourable Compa- 
ny’s debt, in the courfe of the prefent fuf- 
felee year, to which all accounts of the 
gevenue ate, by old cultom, adjufted, and 


* From the sith of September, 1783, to the 31ft of January 1784, re- 
ceived by Mr. Briftow, current rupees 1,357,373 - - 

From the 31ft of January to the 30th of April, 1724, received by Mr, 
Wombwell, current rupees 4,497) 795 
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which commences on the 21th of Septen 
ber, to the prefent time®. 

To this I have joined another accoun 
No. 2, ftating the probable claims of the 
Company upon the Nabob Vizier, frog 
the beginning of the prefent to the end ¢ 
the next fuflelee year, or tothe end of Sep, 
tember 1785. 

On both thefe accounts I fhall offer, 
few neceffury remarks. Firtt on No, ;, 
The firit fum of fixteen lacks of rupeg 
ftated as the amount of Mr. Briftow, 
receipts, istaken from his own accouny 
in the pofleffion of Mr. Wombwell, th 
arcomptant for this ftation, but differs 
materially from that which has been drawg 
by the Nabob’s officers, and I have re 
ferred it to the Board for adjuftment wih 
Mr. Brittow, who alone can, explain th: 
difference. 

The fecond article is the regular pro. 
duce of the current revenues | was early 
careful to guard the Minifter againtt the 
ufe of violent meafures, to anticipate the 
periods of collection, for the purpof: of 
giving an ottenfidle credit to the prefent 
tyftem, by [welling the amount of the pay- 
ments madein confequence of it, although 
the exigencics of your ftate induced me to 
prefs him to contribute what he could fot 
their relief, without adding to tie diflrefies 
of his own ; for the country will not bear 
it. 

The third article was obtained by my 
own fuggeftion from Almas Ally Cawn, 
who complied chearfully and without he. 
frtation, confidering it as an evidence fea. 
fonably offered for the general refutation 
of the charges of perfidy and difloyalty 
which have been too laboriowfly urged 
againft him, and carried at one time to ay 
excefs, which had nearly driven him to 
abandon the country, for the prefervation 
of his life and honour, and thus to give a 
colour to the charges themfelves. 

It would fearce merit your attention to 
be informed, that I have invefted a part of 
this fupply in bilis of Exchange payable to 
the Governor Genera! and Council in Cal- 
cutta, to the amount of five lacks of Cal- 
cutta ficcas ; but as itis conneéted withan 
engagement which may prove a future ad- 
vantage to your intereits, in the reduction 
of the hoondyan, or exchange, from fix- 
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en per cent. to five and a half, at which 
is my determination to fix it. 

I have recommended to the Board to 
ropriate the whole of this article asa 


which have been occafionally demanded, 
and remain feattered over other parts of 
his dominions; and of confining our 
defence, and the Nabob Vizier’s payments, 


' 

PP fer the payment of the intereft on to the brigade ftationed at Cawnpore, and 
CCOUN TE our bonds, which had fuffered fomething to the fubfidy paid by treaty, for its exe 
S of til their credit, and current value, from pence. 
T, froy he fufpenfion of the payment of intereft, Third. My aft and ultimate hope isy 
e end of ‘ome months before I left Calcutta. that when thefe objects are attained, your 
OF Sep, The firft article is the balance of the wifdom will put a final period to the ruin- 

m due from Fyzula Cawn, by the treaty ous and difreputable fyflem of ‘nterfe- 

| offer, ade between him and the Nabob Vizier, rence, whether avowed or fecret, in the 
| No. 1 rough the agency of Major Palmer, om affairs of the Nabcb of Owde, and with- 
F rupees he 16th of February 1783. Twolacks draw for ever, the influence by which it 
ristow' f this amount are now in regular courfeof was maintained, 
\ecounts ayment; the remaining three are not due, This country has no inlets of trade by 
relly the y ftipulation, till the next feafon, calied which it can fupply the iflues which are 
t dittery nereef, which isa period, included be- 


ave te 
ent with 


fain th: 


jar pro. 


reen the middle of September and the 
iddle of February. Some days after wy 


rrivai, I intimated to his Vackeel, my 
ifh to have both payments immediately 
oncleded, and his matter gave immediate 


rders for it. 


made from it; for excepting the faétory 
at Tonda, which fubfifts by a contraé, 
making part of your inveftment, ard the 
produce of opium and faltpetre, which is 
not confiderable, f£ do not know any 
other articles of commerce from which 
it could derive any returns. Therefore, 












as catly HA To this inftance of refpe&t for your every rupee which is drawn from its cir 
on the Hi overnment, he has added another, in culation into your treafury, muft accele- 
pate tht Wie deputation of his fon to Lucknow, rate the period at which its ability mutt’ 
pot: ot Ha confirm the affurance of his attachment. ceafe to pay, even the ftipulated fubfidy, 


prefent 


> the Company and Britifh nation. 











By the continuance of this fund, you 


he pay- What further fums may be cleared in maintain an acceflion of more than one 
Ithough HMB.« courfe of this year, of which the moft fal to the military efablifbment required 
1 me to oduétive part is already paft, I cannot for the defence of your own dominions, 
nuld fot ; but itis my hope, that a confiderable without any charge on your own income g 
UR art of the Nabob’s debt will be liquidated, and you oppofe a wide and powerful fron= 


d the difcherge of the remainder enfured 
y the engagements of creditable bankers, 











tier to your eventual enemies. 
That force will continue to be an effec~ 


by my that it may be wholly cleared within the tual fateguard to the country, which will 

‘ke purfe of the enfuing year. fuffer nothing by its maintenance, becaufe 
vom 9 The Account, No.2, is an eftimate the fpecie thus applied will, of courfe,’ 
nce fea. 


med on the actual expence; but will 












flow back into its circulation ; and it is # 


Futation confiderably reduced, if my future tribute which it ought gladly to pay; for 
floyalty ofpects and objecss fhall be anfwerable its whole wealth would not in any other 
;_urged iy prefent expectations. To thefe I way yield an adequate mode of protec~ 
€ to ah BR oceed ; tion. 


him to 
rvation 
) give a 


Firtt. My firft with is to realize the 
mount of your demands on the Nabob 
’ Owde-to the end of the next fuffelee 
ar, and to obtain ample fecurities for it 













Few are the advocates of the national 
intereft:, and their voice will be faintly 
heard amid the numerous and loud excla- 
mations of private rapacity ; but I humbly 


ton t0 Before Idepart from him. aflume to rank myfelf with the former, 
part of Second. My next care will be to ine and to aflure you, that if you feek for # 

able to nce the Nabob’s Minifiers to appoint permanent and profitable fyftem of con- 

in Cal- dies of regular troops, for the fupport neétion with this country, you mult con- 

. his collections, and the internal de- fine your claims upon it to the line I have 
vith a 


ure ad- 
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sm fixs 


ce of his country. 


This will preclude 
e neceflity of calling for the aid of our 
pops, and I hope may prove the means 
releafing him from the extraordinary 








recommended. 

If you tranfgrefs it, you may extend 
the diftribution of patrenage, and add to’ 
the fortunes of individuals, and’the no- 
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4 undefined fubfidy, which he now 
ys for the great detachment employed 
£ bhder the con:maud of Sir John Cum- 
85,789 ing in Rohilcund,. and the regiments 


minal riches of Great Britain ; but your 
own interefts will fuffer by it, and the 
ruin of a great and once flourifhing na- 
tion. wij] gg recorded as the work af your 

‘ ' * Admuinitration,. 
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2 
; rr with an everlafting re- 
proach on the Britih name. 

To this reafoning I (hail join the obli- 
gations of juttice and good faith, which 
cut off every pretext for your exercifing 

any power or authority’in this country, 

while the Sovereign -of it fulfils the 

engagements which he contracted with 

you. 

I have the honour to be, 

With the moit profound refpect, 

Henourable Sirs, 
Your moft obedient 
and mot faithful fervant, 
W. HASTINGS, 


P. S. May 13, 1784. This letter, 
~-fhouch purpoftly and declaredly written 
for inftant difpatch, has been detained by 
the {adden appearance of an uncommon 
phcenomenon, whicly though in itfelf 
fimple and unimportant, derived a mag- 
nitude, (like the. lefs ordinary events of 
the phyfical world, viewed through the 
medium of fuperitition) from its opera- 
tion on the opinions of mankind. On 
the night ef the sath of lait month, the 
Prince Jewan Bukht, who has long held 
the principal and moft active part in the 
little that remained of the adminiftration 
ef the King, Shah Allum, and _ his 
eldeft fon, being about thirty-fix years of 
age, fled from the capital attended only by 
his mother’s brother, and another perfon ; 


and rapidly paffing the bounds of his 
father’s dominions, efcaped far beyond 
the reach .of purfuit, before his abf-nce 
was difcovered : nor was the firft direc- 
tion of his flight known for fome days. 
The King fent circular orders to every 
quarter, that he might be apprehended 


and fent back to the prefence. The Na- 
bob Vizier and myfelf received phirmauns, 
(or letters-to that effect, and in the {me 
terms.) We waited three days to Icarn 
the courfe of his route, and as foon as it 
appeared probable that it lay towards this 
place, we addreflea the Prince feparately 
to inform him of the commands which 
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zeal for his father’s interefts, demonfrrat. 
ed by his choofing for his retreat the place 
where the Vizier of the Empire and th, 
Chief of the Englith nation refided, whg 
were known to be incapable of abetting 
him in a different conduct from thy 
which he préfeffed, and declaring that he 
would proceed at all events, trafting his 
deftiny to the conviction which mutt fol, 
low the integrity of his intentions, A; 
the fame time, I received a Jetter from 
Major Browne, in which he related a py. 
vate conference to which he had*been ai. 
mitted by the King, and in, which hj 
Majefty had expreffed his pleafure x 
hearing that his fon had chofen Lucknow 
for his retreat, where he would be fafe 
from the confequences which were torhayy 
been apprehended, had he thrown him. 
felf into other hands ; and his Majely 
enjoined Major Browag, with repetition 
and emphafis, to write foto me. It wa 
accordingly refolved to receive the Princ, 
and of courfe to pay him all the honours 
of his rank, which by the conftitution of 
Hindoftan, were the fame as thofe which 
were paid to the King himfelf ; and this 
determination was inftantly tranfmitted 
to the King, with our reafons for it, 
In conformity to this plan, I accomp» 
nied the Nabob Vizier on the 7th inftast 
to the Prince’s encampment, at the di. 
ftance of about eighteen miles from Luck 
now; and we paid him togethes the cul- 
tomary forms of obeifance. On the gth 
he entered Lucknow, attended by ily 
Nabob Vizier, myfelf declining, in op. 
pofition to the defire of both, to bear any 
principal part in the ceremony, though | 
could not refufe, at the Prince’s inftance, 
to appear in it, which I did, following 
him on horfeback, as a mere attendant; 
and on the fame obvious motives, she 
Prince having defired to be accon.modat 
ed in a houfe near to my own, 1 refigned 
to him that which I then occupied, and 
took immediate poffeffion of one of th 
Na’sob’s, which he had originally provid- 
ed and prepared for my reception, withia 


had been received, the motrificattion which 
thefe would impofe upon us with-holding 
from him the duties of refpect, if it was 
his invention to come this way, and he 


ee i a 
ee 
PE Re a. 


the compafs of his own palace, and im 
mediately adjoining to that which k 
lived in. I have been minute in detail 
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periifted in it, ans therefore intreating 
him act to come. Anfwers were written 
to the King, with the informafion of the 
part we had thus taken, and the utmoft 
we could tuke in obedience to his com- 
mands+ the Prince in :epiy, difclaimed 
any defign or object but fuch as were dic- 
tated by the moft devoted attachment aud 


ing thefe little particularities, becauf 
little as they are in themfelves, they 21 
not fuchin their effects. The meanef 
circumftances of fuch an interview will be 
circulated to every Durbar in Hindoftay, 
and conitrued the progneftic of futw 
events, and in that in{peétion may gitt 
birth to them, It was my duty therefor 
to avoid every appearance which might bt 
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received as a fymptom of encouragement, 
by exceeding the limits of my prefent 
relation to the Nabob Vizier, as his guett, 
and to raife his confequence, my own, 
and that of the nation which 1 reprefent ; 
being independant of external fhew. I 
have the fatisfaction to know, that in this 
line I have pleafed both. 

The Nabob sonduéted the Prince to 
his capital, feated on the fame elephant 
behind him, and attended him to the 
houfe appointed for his accommodation. 
I paid my refpeéts to him there early on 
the morning of the roth, and had the 
honour of a long converfation with him, 
in which he explained to me all the mo- 
tives of his vifit, and painted the wretched 
condition of his father, which had been 
the primary caufe of it, in fuch ftrength 
of colouring, qualified with fo modett a 
dignity in every occafion of reference to 
himfelf, and fuch a delicacy of expref- 
fion, where he touched upon thofe cir- 
cunftances of the royal fuff-rings, as 
might tend to the diminution of his per- 
fonal charaéter ; as exceed my powers of 
language to do them juitice in the recital 
of them. 

I thall beg leave to deliver the abridged 
account of what paffed in the words of 
a letter, which I immediately wrote on 
my return to my own Guarters, and with 
the impreffion of it recent on my memory, 
and difpatched the fame day to Mr. 
Wheler for his private information, and 
that of the other members of the board. 

“© The fum was, that his father was 
a mere paffive inftrument in the hands of 
others, and that he had undertaken this 
journey at the peril of his head, becaufe 
it afforded the only chance he had of a 
relief to the King, or a reftoration of 
the dominion of his houfe ; that if he 
could be the inftrument of effecting this, 
he wifhed for nothing for himfelt but the 
credit of it, and a conviStion in his fa- 
ther’s mind of his having ferved him 
with duty, zeal, and fidelity. He ob- 
ferved that, diftreffed as the Royal Family 
was, he himfelf enjoyed a comparative 
ftate of comfort, pofleifing a jagheer, 
horfes, elephants, a portion of fplendor, 
and domeftic eafe and pleafure ; that he 
had voluntarily made a facrifice of thefe 
advantages, and given his perfon to fa- 
tigue and diftrefs, and his life to the 
hazard of the obvious confequences of 
his flight, that he might attempt the 
greateft poffible fervice for his father, in 
which if he failed, he would either return 
on his Majefty’s command, which, he 
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faid, impreffed him with fuch awe, that 
he doubted his ability, even at this di- 
ftance, to refift it; or he would’ go to 
Calcutta, ard there folicit a paffage ina 
fhip to England; for he underftood the 
Voyage was but five months; and if it 
was longer, he could bear the faticues 
which others bore, and accommodate 
himfelf to any fituation of life which it 
became him to accept as a lot, and to 
fubmit to it. He faid, I was nor to ex« 
pe&t from his father any other letters than 
fuch as I had already received, and fuch 
as were confonant to the wifhes of thofe 
who were about his perfon ; but that he 
knew his father’s real fentiments, which 
were of a very different kind, and I might 
eafily believe that the King mutt in his 
heart, be pleafed with a condué&, which 
could be attributed to no other motive 
than that of fidelity and attachment, and 
which could not be produétive of ill, if 
it failed of the means of deliverance fiom 
his diftreffes, He painted the fituation of 
the King’s family, in ftrong and affe&ting 
colours. The whole of what he faid on 
this fubje&t may be comprifed in a few 
words, In the courfe of the laft twelve. 
month, the whole income which he had 
received for the fubfiftence of fo large a 
domettic eftablifhment, from a territory 
of fome extent, and from the rights of 
an empire, which once yielded many cro 
res (1 think he faid fix) fcarce amounted 
to a lack and fifty thoufand rupees. It 
was natural, he faid, for thofe by whofe 
power the Sultanut, fuch as it was, was 
fupported, to endeavour to raife thems 
felves to the independant poffeffion of it ; 
and to that he could fubmit ; but it was 
the condition of vaffalage and meannefs 
to which the fervants of the King had 
reduced him, by degrading him into a 
mere inftrument of their interefted and 
fordid defigns, that he regretted ; and this 
was fuch a condition that neither his pride, 
nor the fenfe of duty would aijlow him to 
view with forbearance. It would be im- 
poffible to follow this difcourfe through 
every branch of it, though connecled. I 
have haftily written it, as it occurred to 
my memory, and may have ufed repeti-~ 
tions which did not appear in its original 
delivery. My reply ought to be con- 
fined to its fubfance. 3} told him that 
our government had juft obtsined relief 
from a ftate of univerfal warfare, and re 
quired aterm of repofe; that our whole 
nation was weary of war, and dreaded the 
renewal of it ; it would be equally alarm- 
ed at any movement, on which it could 
E not 
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Not immediately fee the iflue or progrefs, 
but which might eventually tead to create 
new hoftilities: that I came hither with 
a limited authority, and could not, if I 
chofe it, engage in a bufinefs of this na- 
ture without the concurrence of my col- 
leagues in office, who, I believed, would 
be averfe to it that the country of Owde 
was in a difordered ftate, and the Nabob 
incapable of joining immediately in fuch 
a plan; and that my fole bufinefs here, 
was to aflift him with the power and influ- 
ence of our government, in retrieving his 
affairs, which I hoped a tew months 
would effet, and enable him to perform 
the duties of loyalty to his Sovereign. 

In the mean time the Prince’s relidence 
in this place, though he fat ftill and in- 
active would be of fome ufe; it would be 
a check on the people at Delhy, who 
would not dare to proceed to farther ex- 
tremities, but find it their intereft and 
policy to make their court to the King, 
while there was an appearance or poffibi- 
lity of his caufe being efpoufed from this 
quarter, with fo powerful a fanétion for 
it; that I would reprefent his fituation to 
the joint members of my own govern- 
ment, and wait their determination, In 
the mean time, I advifed him to made ad- 
vances to Madjee Scindia, both becaufe 
our government was in intimate and {worn 
conneétion with him, and becaufe he was 
the effe€tual head of the Marattah State ; 
betides, I feared his taking the other fide 
of the queftion, unlefs he was early pre- 
vented. This isall that materially paffed 
betwixt us.” 

It will be proper to add, that no perfon 
was either prefent, or within hearing dur- 
ing this conference, and that I have yet 
only made a private communication of it 
to the other members of the Board, as 
there are many circumftances related in 
it which ought not to be expofed to the 
rifk of being publickly known. 

Major Browne, who is your Refident 
at the Court of Delhy, left it on the 2d 
inftant, by the King’s command, on the 
exprefs errand of re-conduéting the Prince 
to Court, and to give him an affurance 
of pardon for his paft tranfgreffion. 

What may be the final iffue, or even 
the progreflive events of this vifit, T can- 
not conjecture; the {cene is too novel to 
be judged by any comparifon of fuch as 
have fallen within the compals of my ex- 


perience. I can only promife my mof 

watchful care that it may not lead to any 

confequences which may involve your . 
interefts, interfere with the ceconomy of 
my prefent plan, or difturb the tranquil- 

lity of your poffeffions. 

I am ftrongly tempted to mention, and 
I hope not improperly, one trait of the 
Prince’s character, whlch has fallen with. 
in my own imperfeét obfervations, When 
he arrived at the place where the firft ho- 
nours were paid him, on his approach to 
Lucknow, he was devoid of almoft every 
neceffary of life, and had fcarce a change 
of raiment for his own ufe: nor was his 
fituation with refpect to the means of ex. 
pence, immediately improved on his arri- 
val at the place of his appointed refidence 
at the city. To his own diftreffes he 
appeared infenfible, or affected a {pirit of 
felf dependance which raifed him above 
the confideration of them; but he pri- 
vately hinted to the gentleman, who was 
appointed by the Nabob Vizier and myfelf, 
to attend on him on our joint behalf, that 
the King, his father, was in fuch a fate 
of wretchednefs, that any fupply of mo- 
ney, however fmall, would be an accept. 
able gift; even at the inftant in which I 
am writing, I receive an additional evi- 
dence of the fame difpofition, which whe- 
ther it be real benevolence, or let it flow 
from whatever fource, is at le2ft com- 
mendable, in a report made to me by the 
fame channel, which is that of my Per- 
fian interpreter Captain Scott, who is jut 
returned from the Prince, to whom the 
Nabob Vizier had fent him with a fupply | 
of 15,000 rupees for his private expence; 
and I fhall ufe his own words written 
immediately in my pre(ence for the reci- 
tal of it. 

“ His Highnefs received the mon 
with many expreffions of thanks, but ob- 
ferved that while he knew his father daily 
experienced the greateft diftreffes, he | 
thought it unlawful for him to enjoy the 
luxuries of life; that he wifhed, therefore, 
the Governor and Nabob Vizier would 
remit the money to the Mabob Mirza, 
for his Majefly’s ufe. His Highnefs ob- 
ferved alfo, that he at prefent, from the 
attention of the Englifh and the Nabob 
Vizier, had many fuperfluities, which he 
rd difpatch to his Majefty in a few 

ays.” 


WARREN HASTINGS. 
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TIONS, Histroricat aad Criticar, on the feveral 


A 
ON NEWSPAPERS, 


with REMARES on 


-PPAPERS nx GENERAL. 


Ne liberty which diftinguifhes Great 
Britain from all other nations is not 
entirely dependant on thofe in whom the 

refervation of the couftitution is profef- 
Rapalcy vetted. It depends not on King, 
Lords and Commons only, but on the 
people at large. ‘They are the proper 
guardians of their own rights, and it is 
their fentiments which the legiflative power 
expreffes in its decrees. And the chief 
ieee in which their cexforial power 
appears is the liberty of the prefs. Origi- 
nally this liberty was not what it is now ; 
public meafures were, indeed, arraigned, 
but in a very general way; time has per- 
fectly the fy@em of printing liberty, and 
although we can remember the time when 
a printer was fined and imprifoned for pub- 
lifhing a proteft of the Houfe of Lords, 
we now find that the public are entitled to 
print and diffeminate ftate papers, parlia- 
mentary fpeeches, and every information 
that can throw light upon the affairs of the 
nation. 

«* And, indeed,” fays the ingenious De 
Lolme, “ the extreme fecurity with which 
every man is enabled to communicate his 
fentiments to the public, and the general 
concern which matters relative to the go- 
vernment are always fure to create, has 
wonderfully multiplied all kinds of pub- 
lic papers. Befides thofe which, being 
publithed at the end of every year, month, 
or week, prefent to the reader a recapitu- 
lation of every thing intecetting that may 
have been done or faid during their re- 
fpective periods ; there are feveral others 
which making their appearance every day, 
orevery other day, communicate to the 
public the feveral meafures taken by go- 
vernment, as well as the different caufes 
of any importance, whether civil or cri- 
minal, that occur in the courts of juftice, 
and fketches of the fpeeches either of the 
advocates or the judges, concerned in the 
management and decifion of them. Dnr- 
ing the time the parliament continues 
fitting, the votes or refolitions of the 
Houte of Commons, are daily publithed 
by authority; and the moft interefting 
fpeeches in both Houfes are taken down 


in fhort-hand” (in this Mr. De Lolme is 
miftaken, as thort-hand is never ufed by 
the gentlemen who take debates) ‘ and 
communicated to the public in print. 
Laftly, the private anecdotes in the me- 
tropolis and the country, concur alfo tos 
wards filling the collection ; and as the 
feveral public papers circulate, or are 
tranicribed into others, in the different 
country towns, and even find their way 
into the villages, where every man down 
to the labourer, perufes them with a fort 
of eagernefs ; every individual thus be- 
comes acquainted with the ftate of the 
nation, from one end to the other ; and by 
thefe means the general intercourle is fuch 
that the three kingdoms {eem as if they 
were one fingletown. And itis this public 
notoriety ot all things, that conititutes 
the fupplemental power, or check, which 
we have above [aid, is fo ufetul to remedy 
the unavoidable infufficiency of the laws, 
and keep within their refpeétive bounds all 
thofe perfons who enjoy any fhare of public 
authority.” 

Thus far may be faid of newfpapers in 
general, The original intention ot them 
was undoubtedly to convey articles of 
intelligence concerning public affairs and 
private aceidents ; they were alfo to be 
fubfervient to trade by conveying the 
advertifements of merchants, mechanics, 
&c. to the different parts of the kingdom. 
While this was the purpofe of a newipaper, 
as is now the cafe with the papers publith- 
ed on the continent, or in America and 
the Eaft Indies, they were either publithed 
by authority, or the care of them entrufte 
ed to perfons who had no other objeét in 
view than to colleét intelligence, and aét as 
clerks to advertifing cuftomers. 

But within thefe forty years we find that 
newfpapers have enlarged their plan, and 
befides the conveyance of political and 
private information, certain writers have 
been employed, called editors, whofe bu« 
finefs it 1s to tupply the papers with obfe:- 
vations, letters, remarks, &c. on all tranf- 
actions, whether literary or political. The 
monthly and weekly publications paved 
the way for this change, Fox's Journal, 
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36 
the Crafifman, London Yournal, Grub- 
fireet Journal, Weekly Regifier, Free Bri- 
jon, and other papers of that time (be- 
tween 1725, and 1740) contain, befides 
effays on fubjeéts of morality aad wit, 
many political difquifitions, which being 
difeminated among the people threw a 
light on public affairs, to which they were 
little wfed. , 

The citablifiment of fuch a tribunal, 
which took cognizance of the affairs of 
ftate, and laid them before the public, as 
a jury, could not be very pleafing to the 
government; governors will be fond of 
arbitrary controul, and will not eafily fub- 
mit to be dictated to by their inferiors. It 
was however conftitutional that the peo- 
ple fhould be made acquainted with the 
eondust of their reprefentatives, and the 
debates in both Houfes of Parliament were 
{oon publithed periodically. Therg was 
an uncommon caution at firft, and the 
{peaker’s names were hid under the dif- 
guile of fidtitious ones ; and in fome cafes, 
as was practifed by the late Dr. Johnfon, 
the imagination of the writer fupplied the 
defeéts of the fpeaker. From this period 
the confequence of popular opinion be- 
came greater and greater, until at length 
newfpapers and periodical papers took the 
form under which we now find them. 
Whether this progrefs from caution to 
daring has heen too rapid for the genuine 
purpoles of real and honeft information 18 
a queftion which mult be left to a future 
difcuffion. : 

The newfpaper which ftill preferves the 
true and original form, is 


Tue DAILY ADVERTISER. 


The oldeft of any of our daily papers. 
This is principally dedicated to the pur- 
pofe of advertifements, and tnferts a greater 
number than any two or three papers in 
the kingdom. It is a paper of no party, 
as the intelligence comprehends merely the 
fa&s that have occurred, without any 
commentary or obfervation. Its intelli- 
gence is for the moft part to be depended 
on, as great caution 1s obferved in admit- 
ting articles, and particularly in admit- 
ting anywhich may endanger a profecution. 
As all advertifements of fales, things lof 
or ftolen, &c, are (ent to this paper, it 
cannot be wondered if its circulation is 
more extenfive than that of any other pa- 
per. For the fame reafon, however, men 
of faihion, and politicians are lefs grati- 
fied by thisthan by any other paper, 


London New/papers. 


THe GAZETTEER ann NEW 
DAILY ADVERTISER. 


This appeared nearly about the fame 
time with the Daily Advertifer, each being 
at prefent in its 56th or 57th year. But 
this paper early diflinguifhed itfelf in po- 
litical writing. It has been condué&ed by 
a variety of writers, but never was re. 
markable for excefs of virulence in party 
matters. Its prefent condudors are at. 
tached to the party which Mr. Fox leads, 
and although they now and then make af- 
fertions for which they cannot be refpon- 
fible, it is but juftice to fay that there is 
more candour to be difcovered in their 
plan that in that of any other paper on the 
fame fide of party. ‘There is much poli- 
tical writing and good information in the 
Gazetteer, but very few effays on morality 
or humour appear, and thofe few are for 
the moft part copied trom the Public Led. 
ger and Morning Herald, two papers of 
which more anon. 


The next in point of feniority is 


Tut PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 

Which appeared about eight years after 
the Gazetteer, and for fome time was cal. 
led the General Advertifer. Of the ori- 
ginal ftate of this paper we know but lit- 
tle. Its meridian {plendour was when Jus 
nius wrote his celebrated letters in it, This 
is a circumftance which will make thePub- 
lic Advertifer to be long remembered, 
The fale then was uncommon beyond 
any precedent. It is not our purpofe to 
remark here the virulence, the illiberality, ‘ 
and the froth of matier and manner 
which prevail in thefe letters. Suffice it 
to fay, they fuited the tafte of the times, 
and were more read than any letters ever 
publifhed in a fimilarmanner, The tem. | 
porary nature of fuch letters generally 
determines their duration, but the letters | 
of Junius are even now read with confi- 
derable avidity, if not for inftru€tion, and 
with admiration, atleaft to gratify the cus 
riofity of thofe who fince that time have 
applied their minds to political affairs. 

The prefent fate of the paper is re- 
fpeétable. The correfpondents are nume- 
rous, and volunteers, and many letters 
appear in it, which deferve more attention 
than cafual newfpaper-readers beftow. It 
appears to be of no party; the political 
paragraphs of both parties being admit- 
ted 5 and placed in contraft one with ano- 
ther, a contraft which may eafily be fup- 
poled to produce often a very ludicrous ef- 
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fe&t. One remark we cannot avoid mak- 
ing, which is, that the author of Junius 
has never been difcovered, and is, we are 
affured, entirely unknown to the printer 
of this paper, a faé& which affures us, 
that whoever the author of Junius is, he 
is fill alive. Some very whimfical perfon 
furnithes the Theatrical Criticifms in this 
piper; conveyed in a ftile perfeétly novel, 
and as unintelligible as novel, As amu- 
fician who would ftrike only a few keys of 
his harpfichord muft {oon tire his audience 
fo this critic, by praifing in particular a few 
dramatic performers, has raifed enemies, 
with what juftice the public, who attend 
to fuch things, are to determine, 


Tue PUBLIC LEDGER, 


OPEN TO ALL PARTIEs AND INFLU- 
ENCED BY NONE, 


Was eftablifhed about 25 years fince, 
profefledly as a paper for advertifing the 
faies of fhip-brokers, &c. from which 
intention it is not permitted to deviate, as 
a certain portion of the paper, by the ori- 
ginai contract muftever be devoted to this 
purpole. This, perhaps, ny be confider- 
ed as an inconvenience, when it is remem- 
bered that the paper has been honoured 
with the correfpondence of Dr. Johnfon, 
Dr. Goldfmith, Mr. Keily, and other ce- 
lebrated wits of the time. Within thefe 
three years, between three and four hun- 
dred periodical papers have beert furnifhed 
to it, and {till ¢ontinue to fill a vacant 
page. Thefe papers have not only been 
copied into moft of the London papers, 
and other papers in the country of Eng- 
land, in Scotland, and in Ireland, but 
have been reprinted in the Weit Indian 
and American papers, and fome of them 
tranflated into French. At prefent it 
feems inclined to favour the meafures of 
the prefent adminiltration, but none can 
fay that it has been blameable for virulence 
or want of candour. A particular caution 
feems obferved in keeping out all private 
calumny and flander. Indeed, it were to 
be wifhed this was the praétice wih all 
new/{pipers, for what pleafure can a prin 
ter or editor receive from occafioning mi- 
fery toa family, with which he is not con- 
cerned, or with which it would be an ho- 
nour to be concerned ? And as to profit, 


what profit is there in eaining the wages of 
fin? 
a 


During the laft 25 or 30 years feveral 
morning papers have been offered to the 
public, but they have foon funk into obii- 
vien trom want of abilities in thofé whe 


pretended to condu& them, or from want 
of public encouragement. Among thefe 
the London Courant may be mentioned, 
the reign of which was the longeft of any, 
although we believe the lJofs will be re- 
gretted by none. A deipicable and inhu- 
man virulence and malignity ditiinguithed 
it from its cotemporartes, and for/-ited the 
favour of the public, who were at fir 
eager in believing its profefions of zeal 
for the interefts of real paui ifm. The 
papers which ft:ll flourifh are the Morning 
Chronicle, Morning Polit, General Ad- 
vertifer, and the Morning Herald. OF 
thefe in their turn. 


Tue MORNING CHRONICLE, 
Anp LONDON ADVERTISER. 

Notwithftandng the exertions of fome 
popular writers on political fubjects, this 
paper itruggled with many difficuities fog 
aconfiderable time after its firft appearance. 
The late Dr. Kenrick was one.of its ear- 
licft fupporters, and wrote fome letters and 
pieces of ceniure in it, which in point of 
wit and humour yielded to none of the 
times. But it was referved for its pre- 
fent conduétor, Mr. W. Weoodfal!, to 
bring it into extenfive notice, by giving 
the debates of parliament at greater length 
and in a more correét manner than ever 
had been done before. Praétice and an 
uncommonly tenacious memory, enabled 
Mr. Woodiall to enlarge his plan from 
time to time. It drew the attention of 
members of parliament, many of whom 
owned themielves obliged to him for a 
fti!e which they could never attain to, an 
for reprefenting their fentiments to the 
public in a more attractive drefs than they 
could poflibly clothethem in. Befides, a& 
this plan tended to the moft extenfive dif+ 
futon of political mielligence, the paper 
acquired a fuperior interei with the publics 
an intereft which, during the fitting of 
parliament we believe it ftill pofleffcs, 
During the latter pare of the American 
war, the pxper was devoted to the Nerth 
Adminittiation. It has fiace occafionally 
veered, and, at prefent, although the bias 
is towards Mr. Fox, candid difjuiiiions 
of every kind are occafionaily admitted. 
An attention to the bufinefs of the theatres 
has alfo been a leading feature in its com- 
plexion, for which, both by genius and 
inclination, itsconductor feems completely 
qualified, 


Tue 
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Tue MORNING POST anp DAILY 
ADVERTISER. 


While political affairs became the fubject 
ef converfation in all companies, and 
new{papers were multiplied and affiduous 
to communicate the neceflary information, 
the cenfure beftowed on public men, and 
on diftinguithed members of parliament, 
began to include many private anecdotes, 
which gratify a certain curious difpofition, 
To diffufe private anecdotes, detail the 
warieties of fathion, and circulate the ru- 
mours of polite circles, appears to have 
been the aim with the firft conductors of 
this paper. Succefs emboldened them, 
and they foon became the arbiters of wit 
and fafhion. The paper was termed a po- 
Fite paper, fit for the breakfatt tables of 
ladies of diftingtion, who cared little for 
politics, and thus a tribunal was erected 
for the trial of fuch culprits as the legifla- 
ture of the country has provided no pu- 
nifhment for. Vivacity, point, and hu- 
mour diftinguifhed its paragraphs and 
fGuibs. As to politics, during the Ame- 
rican war, it fapported the adminiftration, 
has fince fupported the oppofition party, 
and at prefent fupports adminiftration. 
But one ought not to afcribe changes of 
this fort to ficklenefs, or to venal caufes, 
unlefs the conduétors of the paper had al- 
ways remainded the fame, which was not 
athe cafe with this paper, and it changed 

ts principles with its editors, none of whem 
rould reafonably be expected to follow the 
araét of his predeceffors, unlefs his fenti- 
ments happened to be the fame. The 
faccefs of the plan of giving the de- 
bates of parliament at length has induced 
this, as well as the other papers to give 
thefe. debates in the fame manner, and 
there is at prefent an emulation among the 
papers in this re{pect, which tends no 
doubt to gratify public curiofity in the 
higheft degree. 


Tue GENERAL ADVERTISER. 


This paper fet out as the enemy of that 
adminifiration which fupported the Ame- 
gican war, and from that circumftance 
gained fuch popularity as was then fafhion- 
able among a certain clafs of men, and 
which is to be at all times gained by three 


things, Profefion of patriotifm, batred of 


New/fpapers. ‘ 


Scotchmen, and cenfure of Kings and 
Courts. But nothing can excufe illibe. 
rality and malignity againft thofe whofe 
opinion may differ from ours, and who 
at heart may have as found prineiples as 
ourfelves. Till within thefe few months 
Mr. Fox and his party were the idols of 
this paper. On a fudden Mr, Pitt be- 
came fo, and the fame oppofition is now 
exerted againit_ Mr. Fox as was formerly 
ufed again Mr. Pitt and Lord North, 
Such a change is too fudden to proceed 
from conviction, and we cannot, in this 
inftance, repeat what we have faid above, 
concerning the changing the principles of 
a paper. 


Tue MORNING HERALD anp 
DAILY ADVERTISER. 


A difagreement between the conduStor 
of the Morning Poft and its proprietors in- 
duced the former to recede, and attempt 
to rival the Poft by this paper, which he 
foon brought to the fame eftimation that 
ever the poft had enjoyed. It is a paper of 
fathion, and its labours are particularly 
directed to convey fuch information as may 
fuit the tables of the gay and the great. 
In political intelligence, however, it is lit 
tle inferior to the beft, and for political 
wit and humour fuperior to any. During 
the American war it fupported the North 
adminiftration, and afterwards for a time 
fupported the Shelburne adminiftration. 
It now is wholly devoted to the fervice of 
Mr. Fox, and in public and private abufe 
(as it is called) yields to none. What 
wit can do in promoting political views, 
this paper does; how much that is, muft 
be left to be determined by thofe who have 
afked themfelves, and been able to folve 
the queftion, whether WIT or ARGUMENT 
are the beft political weapons ? 

It is hoped that this thort tketch of the 
prefent ftate of the London papers will not 
be deemed uncandid by any party con 
cerned. It comes from one who is as lite 
tle conneéted with one political party as 
with another.—In our next we will offer 
fome general remarks on the abufe of 
newfpapers, and the confequent injury 
doue to the liberty of the prefs, 


A. 
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ACattain philofopher fays—and what is 
it that philofophers have not faid ?— 
that if all nature were analyzed, the ori- 
ginal matter might be comprized in a nut- 
frell-——Yet our love of novelty, a failing 
which we muft all moft humbly acknow- 
ledge, drives us on to encreafe our mate- 
rials, although even now the longéft life 
is not fufficient to take even a fuperficial 
view of what we already poffefs. 

Living, as I do, in the center of this 
great metropolis, I find my natural curio- 
fily increafe daily. When in the country, 
I was fatisfied to know avery few things. 
I was content to puzzle the vicar with 
{chool Jatin, and beat the excifeman at 
cafting accounts.—I never troubled my 
head with what the great, the gay, and 
the fathionable were doing—But a few 
years refidence in London have enlarged 
my ideas, and taught me how many things 
a man’s mind may comprehend, if he will 
but attend to them, and what pleafure 
there isin knowing every thing and every 
body. Thisis a knowledge not to be ac- 
quired on the tops of mountains, in the 
lowly dale, or by the purling-fiream. In 
London we know of no mountain higher 
than Ludgate-hill, no dale lower than 
Thames-ftreet, and no purling-/lream more 
refrefhing than the New River. 

For the banefit, therefore, of readers of 
this Magazine, who refide at a great dif- 
tance from this metropolis, whether on 
the rugged brow of the Welch and Gram - 
pian Alps, “or by the lazy Schelde, or 
wandering Po,” I intend to dedicate a 
paper, which fhall contain as much as 
poilible of that information, which is to be 
gained ina higher degree in London, but 
which, neverthelefs, I conceive to be 
equally neceffary for the good and welfare 
of our loving fubjects, in other parts of the 
kingdom, 


Sanuary 25,1785. 


My paper, which I have entitled the 
NUTSHELL, is to comprehend a brief dee 
tail of all thofe interefting events, which 
engrofs the attention of the polite circles 
in London, but which are but little knowa 
in thofe parts of the country, where the 
polite news-papers are not circulated. 
The Gazette makes but little mention of 


_ them, as Gazettes are generally filled with 


long accounts of battles, promotions, 
bankrupts, and new peers; fuchdull, un- 
interefting intelligence is not to eome with- 
in my plan. 

I mean to include all accounts of in- 
trigues between people, who, perhaps, 
never faw each other. All promifes of 
marriage, made by new{paper-writers.— 
All alterations of drefs, from the crown 
of the head to the fole of the foot; not 
one part fiMll efcape notice.—Neither 
hoops nor petticoats fhall be unnoticed ; 
breeches, buckles, hats and great-coats, 
wil] make very impcrtant articles. 

I propofe alfo to mark all variations in 
fafhion, in order that they may be as foor 
adopted as pofiible, by country ladies and 
gentlemen ; the fafhionable way of fitting 
at the play-houfe, or lolling in a carriage 5 
the number of horfes every lady drives, 
and the number of beaus who are per- 
mitted to follow her, with every change, 
innovation, or propofal, that fhall be made 
for the perfection of the beau monde. 

All the clever things, 602 mots, and 
fmart things, of kings, prince’, lords and 
conimoners ; together with the very quint- 
eflence, cream and marrow of fcandal, 
both political and private. All thefé arti- 
cles will be embellifhed with a fuitable 
commentary. 

Every crouded theatre will be taken 
notice of, and a particular hiltory given, 
of the rife, progrefs, and decline of 

every 
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every play, and player, male or female, on 
the ttage. J 

And, as T know certain taftes are 
pleafed with fuch things, I intend to pre- 
fent my readers with an bandfome collec- 
tion of robberies, houfe. breskings, and 
burglaries, together with a comtortable 
colle€tion of bloody murders ; and an ap- 
pendix, containing an exaét chronology 
of the gallows, which, during the long 
evenings, will anfwer as well as Georce 
Barnewell, the Babes in the Wood, or the 
Practice of Piety. 

Among the thefts, it will be proper to 
include the fermons of young divines, and 


Writing. 


the complexions of the ladies; the latter 
fhall be particularly attended to. 

Thefe, with a variety of other articles, 
by far too numerous to be included in this 
paper, will form my new plan, which [ 
mean to begin next month, and every Ma. 
gazine will contain the events of the 
month, {> that at the end of the year, we 
may look back-on what we have been do- 
ing, and meafure our improvement by the 
importance of thofe objeéts which have 
occupied our minds. In our Magazine 
for February my plan fhall be carried into 
execution, and I hope for the indulgence 
of my readers. 





A DISQUISITION onthe Merit, Uses and Decrine of 
NOVEL-WRITING, 


PART I. 


Intentions to be ferved by Novels.—The F ffe&s they have produced on 
Youth of both Sexes. 


IF there were no powerful inducements to 
wean us from our duty, no temptations 
ever which both reafon and convidtion 
have but little power, the nnmber of moral 
writings already in our hands, would be 
more than fuflicient to make men virtuous. 
len would even attain to a confiderable 
degree of perfeQion. But in the prefent 
ftate oi the world, fuch happy confequences 
are net to be expected. 

It muft. give pleafure to a benevolent 
mind to obferve, that in everyage, men 
have endeavoured to increafe and improve 
our flock of morality. Syttems have been 
altered and modified in every poffible way, 
in order to carreét the irregularity of paf- 
fion, and to wean us from fafhionable vices 
and follies. Among other methods fallen 
wpon, we may conlider novels as one 
which deferves a paitcular confideration. 
Whatever peculiarities of genius, or ima- 
gination, may have given rife to them, 
the profeffed intention of their authors al- 
ways has been, and ftill is, to mend the 
heart. 

The views cf thefe moralilis were to re- 
prefent the progrefs of vice, in fecha mans 
ner as to thock our feelings, juit as much 
as if we had been fuflerers by thofe vices in 
our own perfons. They endeavoured at 
the fame time to excite our fenfibility, to 
make usin love with what is dignified, 
macly, and vutuous, and to fix in our 


minds a contempt for thofe vices and follies 
which the imperfeét fy ftem of legiflature 
paffes unnoticed, and which are neverthe- 
le{s as pernicious to the happinefs of indi- 
viduals and of focieties, as any enormities 
which are punifhed by the laws of the 
country. 

Every &ind of vicious character is ftript 
of the allurements of wealth and fafhion, 
and expofed to thame and cenfure, while 
virtuous aétions are held forth as alone en- 
titled tohappinefs and praife.  — 

The paflion of love is the main objec. 
Its univerfality, and the many evil confe- 
quences arifing from it, juftly point it out, 
as a fubject which appeals to every man’s 
bofom. They reprefent it as natural and 
virtuous, but as ceafing to be fo when we 
indulge emotions that are unfriendly to 
purity and innocence, and that lead us 
into imprudent courfes, which muke us 
miferable, by deftroying our honeft pro- 
grefs in the relative fituations of life. 

Where virtuous condué is defcribed, it 
is defcribed as accompanied by the higheft 
reward. The various incidents of life are 
brought into one view, difficulties, fuch as 
may be fuppofed to arife to every man, are 
interpofed, and the reader is conduéted 
thro’ themall in fuch a manner, as toim- 
prefs on his mind the importance of good- 
nefs and wifdom, and the inefficacy of folly 

to 





latter : 
to procure h2ppinefé, or preferve reputa- 
icles, ton. ; : . 
n this Our duties being thus laid open to us, 
ich I before we have entered upon them in real 
'Ma- life, we are taught the better to fulfil each, 
f the when the trying moment comes. ‘The 
r, we experience hereby gained, is not only 
n do- cheap, but p'ealant in the acquifition. 
oy the We roam over years and months of ad- 
have ventures, many of whom we expect our- 
azine felves one day to beengaged in, and fiat- 
| ite ter ourfelves that the illue of ours will be 
gence no lefs fortunate and honourable than that 


of thefe we have read of. 

Such, no doubt, were the important 
purpoies intended to be ferved by this {pe- 
cies of moral writings, and had the fuc- 
cefs been adequate to the apparent merit 
of the defign, the many invettives ferious 
and fatirical againft them, had never 
leffened their confequence with any part of 
the world; and over-run as our dibraries, 
are with novels, there would ftill have 


E of 


1 been plenty of readers to give fucceis to 
on them. , 
But experience and obfervation has 
‘ taught us, that habits of reading novels 
follies are pernicious both to the head and the 
lature heart. They have diffeminated folly, le- 
erthe- vity, and wantonnefs, more extenfively 
" indi- than their molt flrenuous advocates could 
mities bave expe&ted them to produce wifdom and 
of the jead to happinefs. Our obfervation has 
: neither been fhort nor unconfined, and 
| tript enables us to {peak with precifion con- 
fhion, cerning their bad eff-és, and with forrow 
while that they fill preferve an intereft with 
ne en- young readers fuflicient to add to thofé et- 
: tects, ; 
abje gt. As to the underftanding, their moft ob- 
conf{e- vious effectis, to create the mott erroneous 
it out, and abfurd conceptions of mankind. The 
man’s reader imagines that the.world he reads 
al and of, is the fame he lives in, that men are 
len we gods, or devils, that women are angels, 
dly to with all the foftnefs and fenfibility of 
rad us mortals. That virtue is never truely ami- 
ake us 


able, unlefs in high rank, and that po- 
verty and ignorance, though connetted 
with honefty and piety, are objeéts to be 
tolerated but not admired; that benevo- 
lence, gratitude and friendthip, are more 
common in the world, and fuperior to cold 
prudence (as it is called) and a neceffiry 
attention tointereft. ‘That the mechanical 
purtuits of life are benegth the attention of 


t pro- 


bed, it 
hig helt 
life are 
fuch as 
an, are 


duéted 


toim- a nan of fine feelings, and that the relative 
good- duties of fon or daughter, are only binding 
of folly over children. Wath fuch notions, a ra- 


to tional condutt is not to be expected. Ac- 


tual experience is defpifed, the maxims of 
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age and prudence defpifed, and when dif- 
appointment follows, as in molt cates it 
does, the chaning profpeéts vanith, but 
the impreffion they ieave, appears in a 
peevith regret that there is !eis gratitude, 
friendthiv, &c. in the world, than the 
reader of novels is taught to expeat. 

If the underftanding only were the fuf- 
ferer, time and experience, however dear- 
ly bought, might repair the injury, but 
when we confider the milchief done to the 
heart, it increafes our averfionto a ipecies 
of reading capable of creating the greateit 
mifery. 

The feelings, as they are called, are 
eRablifthed as the direGiors of hunian ac- 
tion, and th-fe feelings, when we examine 
them, are merely the paflions which moft 
call for reftraint, for the refrainte of pru- 


dence, and of found moral:ty. To rea- 


fon with them, is to infult ; to oppofe 


them, is to aé& the ruthlefS tyrant. Every 
empry tender of friendhhip or love, is the 
effution of fincerity, The amorous pafs 
fio is excited into madnefs, inttead « 
being moderated by the cultivation of thé 
mind. And no other proof is neceflary 
of the tendency of novels to deitroy virtue 
than this, that deligning men, when bent 
on the ruin cf female modetty, have de- 
pended on novels for affiftance, and fel- 
dom without fuccef*. For they infpire 
with ideas and f{-ntiments which never 
ought to be cherithed in the child of tender 
years 3 and love, almigh'y love, being 
contlantly in their view, is it any wonder 
if the cheek forgets to blufh ? Is it any 
wonder if the feducer finds his tafk eafy ? 
A feducer, indeed, cannot employ his’ 
arts with more fuccefs, or lels trouble, 
than on a young, giddy, and vacant mind, 
that entertains no ideas but of pleafure, 
and of a pleafure very little connected 
with purity, or friendly to innocence. 

Solid and inftru@tive writing become 
infipid. They have no al!urements equal 
to the charms of mutual love, and the 
enjoyment of the defired objeét. Men of * 
fenfe may defp'fe, but cannot hanith a 
tafte for novels. Yet it is generally agreed 
thit no tatte is more dcipicable, or un- 
profitable. In a word, obfervation affures 
us, that many who imprudently fly to 
fuch books in order to mend the heart, 
foon difplay a heat corrupted, an under- 
ftanding weakened, and a judgement in- 
capable of diftinguilhing betwixt folly 
and guilt, levity and criminality. 

Thus far on the intentions propofed by 
novel writers, and the effects of their 
labours on the young, for whom they are 
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efpecially defigned. — Since the expecta- 
tions then both of the authors and readers 
of novels are difappointed, it is time to 
examine if any caule can be affigned for 


this, whether there be a defeé& in the plan, 
or intheexecution. Of this, in our next 
Magazine. 

X. 
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THE ENGLISH THEATRE, 


(Covent Garden.) 
GATURDAY, January 8, Southern’s 

Oroonoko was revived at this Theatre, 
for the purpofe of introducing a Mr. Pope 
to the public, in the chara&ter of Oroo- 
noko. We congratulate the manager on 
the acquifition of a performer who pro- 
mifes {o much utility to the drama. Not- 
withitanding the difadvangages which 
every player muft labour under, when he 
Attempts to give dignity and energy toa 
chara&ter like that of Oroonoko, Mr. 
Pope caught and interefted the attention 

noit powerfully. We have feldom wit- 

effed a firft appearance from which more 
could be promifed. Mr. Pope’s voice is 
powerful, and he feems to have the full 
ule of it; his tones are always juit, and 
his diferimination pointed and exi:ét.— 
We could diicover that he laboured under 
a cold, but this was only difcoverable in 
the more impaffioned tones. He poflefles 
that happy faculty of fuddenly arretting 
the attention of the audience by the force 
of ftrong energy. The manner of his 
execrating the Governor, was a ftrong 

roof of this, and yields to no inttance of 
the kind, not even to Mr. Barry’s, ** was 
he alive.” 

His perfon is above the middle fize, and 
as far as we could judge through the 
difguife of his drefs, feems a good one. 
Of his countenance we had no opportuni- 
ty to judze;—-thofe who have feen him 
play in Ireland, report it as manly and 
expreffivessWhat ftruck us as mift un- 
feemly in his playing, was the faving the 
gir with his arms, a fault that he may 
get rid'of, as he has not been long ufed 
to the ftage, and the error cannot be faid 
to have grown into a habit. Upon the 
whole, Mr. Pope recommended himfelf 
to the warmeft efteem of the public, and 
jn every part of his performance received 
the greateit applaufe. The experience of 
other actors, however, muft teach him 


that he ought nct to grow vain from that~ 


applaule, and conceive thai he is above 


improvement. His friends on Saturday 
were very injudicious, and fhould he 
abide by the enthufiafm of their approba- 
tion, it would foon ruin him. ‘He has 
not the joft eloquence of a Henderfon, 
nor the wife and critical judgment of a 
Kemble ; but next to thofe two, we have 
no aétor who may be rendered more ufe- 
ful to the ftage, than Mr. Pope. 

Mifs Younge, in Imoinda, did as much 
for the charaéter as the could, but in the 
lait fcene we miffed that pathos and feel- 
ing which are indifpenfibly neceffary to 
refcue the feene from abfurdity. 

Aickin deferyes much praife for hig 
Aboan. The dying fcene exceeded his 
ufual merit, but we are perfuaded that 
Aickin is one of thofe performers, who 
wil] be liked the more they are feen. His 
induftry is unabated, and his judgment 
always on the fide of nature. 

As for the other performers, we have 
only to fay, that the tragic parts became 
fome of them very ill, and the cemic 
parts were beneath the attention of others, 
Mrs. Bates played Charlette Weldon in 
an excellent ftile; and as for Quick and 
Mrs. Webb, they are always fure of ap- 
plaule, if they are themfelves ! 





Wednefday January 19, Mr. Pope 
made his fecond attempt in Jaftier, in 
Venice Preferved, and from his acting, 
proved that with a proper and regular at- 
tention he will become a yery great actor. 
In fome fcenes, particularly in the fourth 
and fifth aéts, ‘he excelled every actor we 


have feen for many years. His voice is 
very extenfive, capable of modulation, 
and wants only the practice of a ftage fo 
large as that of Covent-Garden, to render 
it unexceptionably pleafing. The houfe 
was uncommonly crouded in every part 
with the beft company. 


(Drury-Lane.) 
Thurfday, January 20, a new panto. 
mime was brovght forward at this The- 
atre, 
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atre, under the title of The Calzron, or 
Pantomimical Olio. It confifts of revived 
fcenes from Harlequin Sorcerer, Harle- 
quin Ranger, &c. &c. put together in 
order to produce the general effect of pan- 
tomimes. With fo little judgement has 
this been done, and fo little expence 
have the contrivers been at, that a more 
dull,uninterefting performance has feldom 
tired the audience. The whole was com- 


prized in one aét—a circumitance which 
difarms the critic of his pruning knife, 
and prevented the greater part of the 
audience from expreffing that difappro- 
bation which would unqueftionably have 


foliowed, had it come up to, or exceeded 
the ufual length of pantomimes. There 
is f little to pleafe, fo little to be ap- 
plauded, fo little bufinefs and furprize in 
this Olio, that we cannot give the mana 
gers joy, nor congratulate the town on 
the acquifition. The performers did every 
thing in their power, and when the fcene- 
fhifters have become a little more alert, 
they may perhaps affliftthem. The mufic 
was very indifferent, and we might point 
out the prrticular abfurdities of the pan- 
tomime, but where the whole amounts to 
nothing, what fignifies criticifin to pres 
ferve a part ? 





For the WesrmMinsTER MAaGaziIne. 


MONTHLY anno CRITICAL REVIEW 


For 


A New and General Biogographical Dic- 
tionary ; containing an Hiftorical and 
Critical Account of the Lives and 
Writings of the moft eminent Perfons 
in every Nation ; particularly the Britifh 
and Irifh ; from the earlieft Accounts 
of Time to the prefent Period. Where- 
in their remarkable Aétions and Suf- 
ferings ; their Virtues, Parts, and 
Learning, are accurately difplayed.— 
With a Catalogue of their Literary 
Produétions. A new Edition, in twelve 
Volumes, greatly enlarged and im- 
proved. 3]. 12s. in Boerds, All the 
Bookfellers. 

IOGRAPHY is the moft pleafing and 
inftru&tive of ftudies ; every thing 
that contributes to it muft be valuable, 
and we confider the Biographical Di&tion- 
ary as one of the beft helps tothe ftudent. 
It is, indeed, of itfelf a library of infor- 
mation. This edition isimproved much ; 
about fix huud:ed lives are added, which 
were not in the former editions. We 
might point out miftakes here and there 
in this work, and obje& to the general 
file, which is far from elegant, but 
where a book contains fo much informa- 
tion and matter, to cavil at trifles would 
be ridiculous. One objeétion, however, 
we cannpt withold, in juftice to the 

{cience of biography, which is, that 

many lives are here given upon no other 

auiburity than that of the Gentleman's 

Magazine. The Editor of this new edi- 

ten cannot but be aware, that ancny- 
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mous affertions muft never be admitted 
either in hiftory or biography. In quote 
ing authorities we are fuppofed to quote 
the affertions of fume man of charaéters 
who is known to the world. Much and 

roper ufe has been made of Kippis’s 
Biopraphia Britannica, Johnfon’s Lives, 
and the late publications. 


D. Junii Juvenalis & Auli Perfj Flacci 
Satire kxpurgate in Ufum Scholarum 
Adduntur Juvenali Annotatuiunculee 
Ludovici Prater & Jof. Juventii. Sub- 
jicitur Perfio, Interpretationis Loco, 
Verfis Brewfteri, cum Notis.—8vo. 6s. 
Dilly. 

Q_ Horatii Flacci Carmina Expurgata ; in 
Ufum Scholarum, cum Notis Anony- 
mis & Jof. Juventii.—8vo. 6s. Dilly. 
The Public are indebted to the ingeni+ 

ous Mr. Knox, of Tunbridge, for thefe 

editions of Juvenal, Perfius and Horace, 

They feem excellently calculated for 

fchools and feminaries of learning. ‘The 

original netes, by Mr. Knox, are léayned 
and judicious. 


Canons of Criticifm: extra&ted from the 
Beauties of Maty’s Reveiw. — 8vo, 
1s. 6d: —Ridgeway, 

’ The ditputes in the Royal Society did 

not end much to the advantage, nor to the 

apparent ciedit of Mr. Mary, but he ought 
not to be difconfolate, on account of ih's 
opponent. Let h'm reco!le&t, that when the 
lion isdown, every afs will have a kick at 
him, Fs Criticiiing 
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Criticifms on the Rolliad, a Poem, heing 
a more faithful Portraiture of the pre- 
fent immaculate young Miniter and his 
Friends, than any extant.—8vo, 18.—— 
Ridgway. 

We pity the party which muft have re- 
courfe to the malignity of wit for fupport. 
Thofe who grant merit to the dead of this 
author, will deny his Aeart the fuperior 
merit of candcurand humanity ; they may 
applaud the wit, but the envenomed mal'g- 
nity will meet with due contempt. 


The Life of Samuel Johnfon, L.E. D. 
with occafional Kemarks on his Writ- 
ings and an authentic Copy of his Will, 
&c. &c.—2s, 6d.—Keariley. 

A catchpenny publication, full of inac- 
curacies, but, we are afraid, not the laft 
we fhall be pettered with, on the fame 
fubject. ° 


A Treatife on the Difeafes of Children, 
with Direétions for the Management of 
Infants from the Pirth; efpecially fuch 
as are brought up by Hand. By 


Michael Underwood, M.D. Licentiate: 


in Midwitery, of the Royal College of 
Phyficians in London, and Praétitioner 


at the Brtith Lying-in Hofpital.—3s. 


12m0.— Matthews. 


The author has treated the variety of 
fubjests included in his plan with a judi- 
cious perfpicuity. His experience has been 
cenfiderable, and on fome of the Difeafes 
of children, he throws a new and important 
liplit. 


Wits Mufeum, or the New London Jeft- 
er; a Colleétion, by the Choice Spirits 
of the prefent Age,——2:,—Lane. 

‘© The latt fool's us welcome as the 
firit,” may be faid of jeft books. This 
claims no particular merit as a fele&ion ; 
tome of the jefts are indecent, fome duil, 
and {ome tolerable, as ufwal. 


Letters of Neptune and Gracchus, addref- 
ied to the P of W > and 
other diflingutthed Characters. The 
Second Editions 6d.—Smith. 
The nature of this dida&tic performance 

will be better underitood by a thort {peci- 

men. To the P. of W. this writer 
fays, © Tt mult have been no lefs mortify- 
ing to your royal father, than difgraceful 
to yourfelf, thatthe firlt public aét of your 
life was ditinguifhed by an indecent op- 
poiition to the meafures of his govern. 
ment, and the conftitutional rights of his 
crown. It would be diilicult to account 





New Publications. 


for the motives of fo decided and fo extra: 
ordinary a condué, if the parry with whoe¢ 
you have condefcended to affoeiate, had 
revealed the conditions of your contratt 
with Mr, Fox. ‘The engagements, on 
your part, have been executed with the 
moft active and pointed fidelity ; with a 
firmnefs which has triumphed over every 
obligation of filial duty and refpeét, and 
rendered you as infenfble to the general 
interefts of your fellow-citizens, as the 
faétion, whom you patronize, are deftitute 
of every principle of honour. I will pafs 
over the moral turpitude of irritating a fon 
againtt a father ; the infamy of the attion 
will fall on the ineendiary.”” 

‘¢ Tt is more the object of this addrefs to 
expofe the fallacy of the Right Honourable 
Gentleman, than to reprehend or amend 
him, Long habits have rendered him in- 
corrigible, and admonition becomes ufe- 
lefs, where there is neither thame nor fen- 
timent to give itforce. He has promijed 
€TOPAY OFF YOUR DEBTS, AND IN- 
CREASE YOUR INCOME ;’ and for this 
valuable confideration, you have been 
induced to take a decided part againit 
your fovereign; to exert your influence 
againtt his prerogative ; and to fly in the 
face of the whole kingdom.” 

“Ts it, poffible, Sir, that thofe whe 
have had the important charge ef your 
education, could have concealed from 
your knowledge the form and fpirit of 
the conftitution ? Is it neceffary to inform 
you, that before the CROMWELL of the 
times can perform his promile, two events, 
not very likely ro happen, muft pofitively 
take place? He mutt be reitored to 
power in the firfl inftance; and, in the f2- 
cond, the nation muft confent to the in- 
creafe of income, with which you have 
been flattered and deluded.” 

«© The public, Sir, are under no obli- 
gation to difcharge thofe debts, which your 
profufion has created ; nor is it very pro- 
bable that, confidering the deplorable itate 
of their finances, they will be eafily pre+ 
vai'ed upon to enlarge an income, already 
fufficient for all the purpofes of your pre- 
fent eftablifhment. ‘Thefe circumftances 
have, perhaps, been artfully concealed 
from you, as well as the impoverifhed 
ftate of the kingdom, which wall not ad- 
mit of wanton and unneceflaly expendi- 
tures of the public money.” 

Whether thefe charges, againft the P, 
of W. and Mr. Fox, be well founded, 
we do not pretend to fay. The itile and 
manner are profeflcdly in imitation of Ju- 
nius, but /ongo inter valle P 

or 
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OF APOLLO. 


BEING A 
SELECTION OF ORIGINAL AND FUGITIVE POETRY. 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 


' Oo D E 
Ox tHe QUEEN’s Birtu Day, 


‘ HAT ftreams of pure extatic joy ! 
Pervades a gen’:ous nation’s heart, 
When Love and Zeal their powers employ, 
And tributary praife impart. 


Defcend fuch ftreams from Attic fpring, 
Where Phoebus tunes his golden lyre, 
Or where the Sifter Mufes fing, 
And animate the Poct’s fire ! 


From far—far more intrinfic fource, 
Remote from Fancy’s daring fight ! 

Bgght Gratitude derives her courfe, 
Or wings her blefs’d ztherial flight! 


Lehold, in fmiles of fond defire, 
With annual zeal the vifits Earth, 
And bids the Sifter Ifes afpire 
To hail the morn of CuantrotTe’s birth. 


‘To the lov’'d name divine and dear 
The Sifter Ifies delightcd bead, 

For it celeftial wreathes they wear, 
And in its facred praifes biend. 


For ever blefs’d th’ Almighty pow’r, 
Whofe wifdom, myttic and divine, 

Forefaw the dark impending hour, 
When Albion fhould approach decline. 


When Vice by dire Corruption led, 
Regardlefs of a Natjon’s woe, 

Should prop Rebellion’s hydra head, 
And conquer for a daftard foe ; 


Who, with benignant, parent care, 
The threat’ning ftorm in mercy fcand, 
And gave a bright, tranfcendant Fair, 
To fave from wreck a fuffPring land, 


From whom, O blefs’d prophetic thought! 
What fhining glories fhall defcend ! 

What awe! what admiration taught! 
Shall Britons future fame defend. 


Behold, with beams of patriot fire ! 
Bright Gratitude enlivens Earth, 
And bids the Sifter Ifles afpire 
To bail the morn of CHARLOTTE’s Birth. 


A c. M, 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 


An ELEGY on S. JOHNSON, LL. D. 


By Mr. Watwyn. 


MOURN, Albion, mourn! thy Johnfon is 


no more, 
Whofe learning has immortaliz’d thy name: 
He was thy boaft and pride in claffic lore, 


Which rivals now the Greek and Roman 
fame. 


Thy language to his pen more beauty owes— 
Varied in phraie, and in expreifion chaite, 
Purified in ftyle, and ftreng in fenfe it flows, 
Enrich’d with words, and dignified with 
tafte. 


His thoughts were manly, and with truth 
combin’d— 
His fentiments were juft—his morals pure; 
What'er he wrote, "twas copious and retin’d 5 
For from his brain came wifdom all mature. 


Ah! mourn, ye Mufes, o’er his honour’d 
thade, 
Who, to your charms, oft tun’d fair Albion’s 
lyre ; 
And caus'd to blow anew thy laurel glade, 
Whofe verdant branches fann’d his youthful 
fire. 


Mourn, mowrn, ye youth of Albion’s fea-girt 
plain, 
Wpon his *omb fhed now the grateful tear ; 
*Twas he who taught yc worth and peace te 


gain, 
And form’d thy mind fair Virtue to revere. 


Night draw the fable curtain o’er the dale, 
While Genius o'er her: fav’rite minftzel 
weeps, 
While fadnefs echoes in the vault her tale, 
cae learning low with her lov’d Johnfon 
ecpse 


As grey-ey’d morn a golden eve foretells, 
Misfortune on his dawning genius frown’d—w 

But with immortals now for e’er he dwells, 
And thus, a golden eve his day has crown’d. 


Oft Genius wanders full of anxiour care, 
And meets a foe, where it would make a 
friend— 
And as a weodbine, while it {cents the air, 
Falls to the ground, if none afliitance lend, 


But 
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But if fupported, then each tendril ftrays, 
And round the bow’r befpreads its fragrant 
bloom, 
To thed fuch fweets as gratitude repays, 
And fall to deck its cultivator’s tomb. 


In him this firft of truths, with joy, we find—- 
Ye firengthen Genius, while ye twine its 
bays— 
The nobleft culture is the genial mind ; 
Ye have its labour—give it but your praife. 


Genius would, like an aloe, rear its head, 
Which to the fhrubs below a fov’reign appear; 
But Envy on its birth, with frequent tread, 
And, thus it blooms, fcarce in an hundred 
years, 


Merit is not fo fcarce —’tis want of aid, 
That Genius now on earth fo feldom feen ; 
Inev'ry clime its ray would be difptay’d, 
If Fame would but its youth from Envy 
{creen. 


On earth, no merit ever can be found, 
That tries the mind to teach, or heart to 
heal, 
‘That Envy’s fhaft fo deep as authors wound ; 
For pierc’d their fame, the pain they always 
feel. 


But worth, like his, no Envy could impair, 
Like Phebus for his fong was he renowa’d, 
Hie taught. the fwains of cities to beware, 
And live in peace, while flocks their cots 
furround. 


For well he knew Content is here unknown— 
That Worth and Innocence negleéted pine— 
‘That Impudence and Vice here thrive alone, 
And knaves in fpoils of woe moft fplendid 
fhine, 


Here he had feen and felt the wretch’s pain, 
Who fcorn’d to proftitute his worth for gold, 
Was left to ftarve beneath the proud ditdain— 
Fainting with famine—fhiv’ring with the 
cold. 


Here Modefty he faw bewilder’d ftray— 
Defpis’d and fhunn’d by all the great and 
vile 3 
Amid a croud to find a defert way— 
Where none will pity—but where all beguile. 


Here to the rooflefs child of varied woes, 

He found, inhofpigibly, clos’d the door 5 
For Luxury to fuch no pity fhows, 

Who rich themfelves, feel never for the poor? 


To him feem’d Friendhhip, meagre as a fhade— 
Eluding thofe who would its form embyace : 

A viewlefs breath that fordid int’reft madcom 
Lib’ral benevolence from man to chace, 


He faw that ev’ry joy the wea!thy tatte, 
Debas’d their nature more than pleas’é the 
mindass 
That all their pleafure was their wealth to wafte, 
And a fo few that’s goed and great we 
dy 
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Where c’er he turn’d, no longer Love was feen 

Sighing with blifs upon the fair one’s brea@. 

For Affeétation wore his heav’nly mien, 

And chae’d the God with humble fwaing tg 
reft. 


Such were the fordid fcenes that he furvey'd, 
Whofe woes he felt, although their vice he 
blam’d ; 
But where was Virtue, there he tribute paid; 
For to amend mankind he always aim’d. 


He was, to rifing Genius, e’er a friend— 
Proud all its worth with honour to difplaya 

Candid in praife, and careful faults to mend, 
He was to Fame companion of their way, 


We knew the bleffing of immortal praife, 
And that no good below with this compare; 

For nothing here on earth life’s woe repays, 
Where to be born, is to inherit cares. 


He chid the vicious, but diftrefs’d reliev'd; 
His heart was lib’ral, as his mind was great; 

And beggars that from want he had retriev’¢, 
He more refpeéted, than the Peers of State, 


Ag,him mankind were all'of equal worth, 
Whofe only privilege is to be good ; 

And if there was a wretch he fcorn’d on earth, [ 
*Twas he who but diftinétion underftood. 


But where fhall now his friends fuch pleafure 
find, 
As late his mirth and wit would oft afford, 
Where elegance and fenfe mott brilliant fhin’d, 
When he prefided at the feftive board ? 


But ceafe to mourn his lofs, his deareft friends; 
For he is gone and left a world of woe, 

Where ev’ry moment fome new forrow fends, 
Where diffrent ‘tate is difPrent pain toknow. | 


Beneath our feet here nought but thorns arife, 
On either hand rapacious beafts furround ; 
Above our heads loud thunders rend the skies; 
While earthquakes oft difpart the nether 

ground. 


Want, as a hag, broods o’er the peafant’s | 
cot, 
And, as a vulture, pride on breafts of 
kings ; 
Luft, as a viper, is in youth begot, 
While each of thefe on age too frequent 
clings. 


And what is life? ’Tis but a Winter's day— 
The mift of ignorance obfeures its dawn, 
And o’er its noon fcarce fhines of fenfe a ray, 

When Night of Death is come and all withe 
drawn. i 


*Tis but a fpider that a cobweb fpinsy 
And from its entrails draws the tender 
thread 5 
Whofe labour only ends where it begins— 
And breathe but Heav’n theabour’d fabrick’s 
fled | 
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Or ‘tis a painted cloud which night defpoils, 
Or elfe a drop of dew which day deftroys 5 

Or "tis a vapour mocking all our toile— 
Rofe but from earth to overgloom our joys» 


In life we only ftand the mark of fate, 
Whofe {port is but to wound a mortal breait ¢ 
Her flying game is ali the rich and great, 
While oft the poor the leaves beneath to reft. 


What is its glory but pale envy’s food ? 
What is its wealth but fport for car¢ and 
fear ? 
What are its pleafures but a fairy brood, 
That only fancy with delufion cheer ? 


ife’s but a breathing death without its ret— 
Though we refpire—Ah, yet, we never ive! 
he preient moment makes our age a jeft ; 
For it is gone e’re it can pleafure give, 


And, thus, the prefent but entombs the paft, 
And opes a grave the future to enclofe ; 
And Time but runs to bring us at the laft 
To that unknown from whence at firft we 
rofe. 


hen mourn no longer, friends, his lare de- 
ceafem 
Death is but reft, for which all life we toil: 
Tis of our paffion’s war an cndlefs peace, 
Or harve‘t home enjoy’d by ev’ry foil. 


Vithin the grave no longer ftarve the poor, 

Nor there the widow her lott hufpand 
mourns ; 

here Death from all misfortune guards the 
door, ¢ 

While man in peace within his realm fo- 
journs. 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 
On Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 


RrapveEr! 


APPROACH this fpot with awe—here 
Jounson lies! 
he great, the good, the pious, and the wife; 
ith reverential eye, this tomb draw near, 
Nor fail to drop the big regretful tear. 
For if each virtue that our nature knows, 
f wifdom, fuch as Heaven to few beftows, 
f ftriét integrity, unfullied truth, 
A life unfpotted, e’en from age to youth 5 
f brilliant genius, learning, void of guile, 
mploy’d alone on works with angels imile. 
f thefe demand thy reverence and love, 
And if their lofs thy heartfelt pity move, 
Thy throbbing bofom ftrike with ftreaming 
eyes, 
Depast this fpot with aweeehere Jonson 
lies ! 


Suflex Coffee-Houfe. CLIO. 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 


Or Der. J@HNSON, 


M. S&S. 
Samuelis Johnfon, L. L. D. 
Viri fubacti et firmi ingenii 
In literis, Angliz ornamenti 
Cui non tam vita erepta quam donata 
Mors effe videtur. 
(Etfi fit et erit lu€tuofa amicis 
Matura forfan fibi 
Sed acuba patriz 
Gravis bonis omnibus) 

Ne diletius videat Britanniana 
Vedtigallibus petulanter oppreffam 
Ardentum invidia fenatum 
Scolecis nefarli principes reog 
Civitatem cam denique 
In omni genere deformatam 
In qna ipfe olim florentiflime 
Muitum omnibus gloria preftitit. 
Obiit anno, zwtatis 76, Dec. 13, 1784. 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 
STANZAS 


Adapted to the Tune of “ My Fritnp anp 
PITCHER.” 


Liceat mibi ae yd culty 


Securo cara conjuge poffe frui. 


N fearch of blifs I'd never roam 
From clime to clime, tho’ I had leifure ! 
More rapture yields my peaceful home. 
Where lives my love, my only treafure. 
Cuorvs. 
My girl fo bleft, by all careft, 
What tranfport tis at eve to meet her! 
My words are not with fiction dreft, 
When I with praifes fondly greet her. 


Trsutt. 


Not all the gifts that fortune brings, 

Of titles, power, or fparkling treafure, 
If Laura foar’d on falfehood’s wings, 

Would yield my foul a moment’s pleafure. 


With her, beneath fome lowly cot, 
I with to fpend each hour of leifure 5 
Then fhould life’s cares be all forgot 
That might infringe my heart-felt pleafures 
Then hear, ye Gods! my fervent prayer, 
I afk but her,—nor golden treafure ; 
Her {miles can footh the brow o: care, 
Her charms beftow unequail’d pleafure, 


For the Weftminfter Magazines 


s oO NWN 4G, 
Written by Gtorce Corman, Ef7. 


IF life isa bubble, and breaks with a glafs, 
You mutt tofs off your wine, if you with i€ 
to laft ; 
For the bubble may well be deftroyed with a puff, 
If tis not kept floating in liquor enough. 
. ¥ 
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If life is a flower, as philofophers fay, 

Tis a véry good thing unaeritoog the right way ; 
For if tife is a flower, any blockhead can tell, 
If you'd have it look freth, you muf moiften 

it well. 


\ 
This life is no more than a journey "tis faid, 
Where the roads for moft part are confoundedly 
ad; 
Se let wine be our fpurs, and all travellers will 
own, 
‘That whate’er the roads, we jog merrily on. 


This world to a Theatre likened has been, 

W here éach man around has a part in the feene; 

*Tis our part to be drunk, and ‘tis matter of 
fact, 

That the more you all drink boys, the better 
you act. 


This life is a dream, in which many will 


weep, 

Who have ftrange filly fancies, and cry in their 
fleep ; 

But of us when we wake from our dream "twill 
be faid, 

That the tears of the tankard were all that we 
fhed. 


Fer the Weftminfter Magazine. 


- Own tHe DEATH or a YOUNG LADY, 
Acep THIRTEEN. 


BLOoMING with odorif’rous fcent, 
And pleafing each beholder’s eyes, 
This beauteous flower by Heav’n was /enty 

From oat the garden of the fkies ! 


Now from this dourn, by woods o’ergrown, 
Where thorns {pring up, and mock our toil, 
*¢ The Hujbandmax” demands his cwa, 
And plants her in her native foil ! 


There fhail eternal fummer glow, 
From tempeft free, or noxious bla?! 
Her rip’ning biofloms there fhall blow, 
Nor ceafe whilit Heav’n itfelf fhall laf! 


For the Weftminfter Magazine, 
A g- 1. DO b- EB. 


ORE beauteous than the queen of love ; 

More conttant than the turtle dove 5 
More taudry than the drefs of beaux ; 
More fickle than the wind that blows : 
What Blakeney fear’d amidft proud wats, 
What ftrikes a dread on honeft tars, 
What brave Byng did to fave Mahon, 
What ladies may you call your own, 
What charms us more than woman can, 
‘What you efteem above a man. 
What's fweeter than a mutual kifs ? 
Come inftantly unriddle this. 


~ Woolwich, IGNOTUS, 


OF, APOLL®. 


For the Weftminfer Magazine. 


Tas DAS FES 


Hé4pPpPy is fhe, who to the grave goes down, 
Unknown, unnoticed by the polith'd 
croud : 
Who gave her hand to fome unletter’d clown, 
And made him by her virtues juftly proud, 


Nor fkill’d in arts to lure the fpotlefs mind, 
Nor taught by devils, fearlefs to betray ; 
Whofe valued life to home-feit joys confin’d, 
Gave eafe and pleature to each coming day. 


ELIZA, 


Woolwich. 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 


MO HN © DB YY. 


GUILT, tormentor of the mind? 
Guilt, thou foe of human kind! 
Inbred fource of woe! 
Sting which rankling in the heart, 
Bids fair peace and blifs depart, 
Aad forrow’s iprings to flow! 


See the farting tear proclaim ! 

What the biifs of confcious fhame, 
Forbiddeth to deny. 

Now the pallid cheek declares, 

All the fou! diftrefs’d with fears, 
And hark! how heaves the igh. 


Tell me no more of joys to come, 
Point only to the filent tomb, 

And bid oblivion hafte : 
Let me forget the world I lov’d, 
Let me by griefs already prov’d, 

Of death defire to tafte. 


Woolwich. ELIZA 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 


On the numercus EPITAPHS, critter 
Doftor Jounson, (a man critically nice 


point of Litcrature.) 


HEN Gulliver lay prone on ground, 
The Lilliputians throng’d around ; 
Unnumber’d was the hoft than ran 
All.o’er the great gigantic man! 


So Jounson, when to earth laid down, 
A fecond Gulliver was known 5 
The Lilliputian Poets pour 
His corpfe, in numbers more i 


Than e’r on paper /craw/l'd before. 


See one * Parrraffus’ Flax entwines, 
And binds him ftrengly down with Lines! 
Others, their bells poetic jingle, 

And ftrive the Doétor’s eurs to tingle. 


* Or Parnaffian, if allowable, 
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For the WestTMINSTER Macazine. 


MONTHLY CHRONICLE. 


Friday, Dec. 31. 

Letter from Madrid, dated Nove 24, 
fays, The following copy of a letter 
from Peru, bearing date the 16th of June laft, 
is handed about here, and has occafioned the 
greateft alarm amongft the mercantile inha- 

bitants of this city :— 
“ On the 13th of laft month (May 1784) a 
Imoft dreadful earthquake entirely deftroyed, in 
efs than five minutes, the whole town of Are- 
quiba, where no edifice is left ftanding but the 
monaftery of the Recolleétine Friars. The 
ollowing phenomenon took place on this oc- 
cafion: A fpot of ground was removed to the 
Hiftance of above 400 fathoms, without the 
rees that ftood on it being in the leaft injured ; 
2 kitchen-garden met with the fame fate, the 


ate of perfection. Several places in the neigh- 
bourhood, which ftood on a parched and dry 
oil, now abound with watery fprings to fuch a 
degree as to form navigable rivers. Notwith- 
anding the very great number of houfes that 

li or were fwallowed up in the ground, yet 
providentially not above 300 lives have been 
of. The clergy have erected, in the greateft 
urry, feveral huts here and there for the pur- 
pofe of performing divine fervice, as there are 
not in this town any parochial or other churches, 
xcept the above monaftery, to be feen within 
he diocefe of Arequiba. Such is the fatal 
tuation of a province, which, for its wealth, 
ad been furnamed the Venice of Peru.” 

All the fquadrons on foreign ftations are to 
be relieved next fummer, it being the determi- 
ation of Government to change the time of 

lief from three to two years, in order that 
uch officers as are out of bufinefs may have an 
Dpportunity of being employed. 

Several gentlemen of fortune in Ireland have 
determined to attempt the growing of hops 
pon their eftates, and fome intelligent and 
xperienced farmers in Kent have been applied 
0, for the purpofe of fending over proper per- 
ons to fuperintend the hop-grounds. It is 
hought that in the county of Tipperary the 
oil is fo rich, that hops can there be brought 
‘0 great perfection in a few years, 

‘The Swedes have been for fome time paft 
ndcavouring to extra& an oil from the her- 
ing ; their experiments have already been at- 
ended with extraordinary fuccefs, about 25,000 
ons having been extracted; and, it is faid, 
hat this oil will be applicable to every common 
fe, at the fame time it will be cheaper than 
hat derived from the olivee—N. B. This may 
nfwer for the ftomach of a Goth, but in all 
probability cannot be fuperior in flavour to our 
amp-oil. 

January, 1785, 


Monday, Fanuary 3 

Saturday laft, being New Year's Day, their 
Majefties and the Princefs Royal, Princefs 
Augufta, and Princefs Elizabeth, went from 
the Queen's houfe to St. James’s, to receive 
the nobility who came-to pay court on the 
returning annual feftival, and to hear the Ode 
fung ; Prince Edward, and his Royal Highnefs 
the Prince of Wales, were both at the drawings 
room. The forty boys, who are by antient 
Royal inftitution eftablithed in Chrift’s Hofpital, 
were prefented to their Majefties as ufual. AIL 
the foreign minifters were prefent ; but there 
were remarkably few Ladies came to court. 
The King, and the reft of the Royal family, 
were drefled very plain; his Majefty appeared 
in a clay-coloured drefs; the Queen, ani the 
two elder Princefles, were dretied in ftriped 
fattins of white and brown; and the Princefs 
Elizabeth and Augufta, in a checked dark-co« 


‘ loured fattin. 


In the London Gazette of January 1, is an 
article, dated Leghorn, Dec. 13. . By a Ra- 
gufan veffel from Tunis, in five days, advice 
was received here, that the plague continued te 
carry off near 500 perfons daily in that Re- 
gency; and that above 30,000 were already 
dead. 

Her Majefty, whofe feeiings are ever alive. 
to the diftreffes of the poor, has ordered 2001. 
to be diftributed among the neceffitous in the 
neighbourhood of Windfor, &c. a timely relief 
in the prefent inclement feafon. 

Three days before Chriftmas day, a meffen- 
ger extraordinary from the Court of Peterf- 
burgh arrived, at the hotel of his Excellency 
Monf. Kalitchoff, the Ruffian Minifter at the 
Hague, with the follow:ng memorial, which 
his Excellency, by order of his Sovereign, ime 
mediately delivered to the Prefident of the 
States-General.— 

“HER Majefty the Emprefs of all the 
Ruffias never loft fight for a moment fince the 
beginning of her. reign, of the happinefs and 
tranquillity of Eurupe in general: it was 
therefore with the moft lively concern, the re- 
ceived intelligence that the negociations bee 
tween the States-General and the Emperor, 
her friend and ally, had been interrupted by 
aéts of hoftility, which would feem to put it 
out of the power of his Imperial Majefty to 
take any other fteps than fuch as the care of 
his dignity, which ftands committed in the face 
of Europe, fhould fuggeft. Her Majefty the 
Emprefs has given too many marks of the ine 
terett the takes in the peace and pto'perity of 
the Republic, not to be confident that their 
High Mightineffes will confider- the invitation 
which the aow fends them, to devife means 
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for opening again the way to accommodation, 
as the fruit of the moit pure and laudable defire 
to reftore tranquillity, and. prevent hoftilities, 
that might end-in open war, and difturb the 
peace of all Europe. Her Majefty then requetts 
their High Mightinefies will think of the 
means that.their wifdom may fuggelt, to bring 
the difpute to an amicable conclufion, a con- 
fummation as falutary as it is ufeful to both 
parties.” By this memorial it appears, that 
the Emprefs is in the intereft of the Emperor 
Jofeph. ; 

‘ Authentic accounts from Berlin, received 
within thofe few days, declare, that his Prufhan 
Majefty has lately eitzblithed fome new regu- 

- ations refpeéting the Society of Free Mafons 
greatly to the advantage of the- fraternity. 

Several of their old conftitutions, which relates 
More to matters of form than general ule, 
Have been annihilated ; and a new code of laws 
compiled. q 

By the above regulations it is enacted, that 
mo perfon fhall be made a Mafon, unlefs his 
character is unimpeachable, and his manner 
of living and profeffion refpeétable. ‘That 
every member fhall pay 25 rix-dollars (or al. 
38.) for the firft degree ; 50 rix-dollars (or 81. 
6s.) on his being initiated into the fecond ; 
and 100 rix-dollars on his being made a Mafter- 
Mafon. That he hall remain at leaft three 
months in each degree; and that every fum 
received fhall be divided by the Grand Trea- 
furer into three parts. One to defray the ex- 
pences of the Lodge ; -another to be applied-to 
relieving reduced brethren; and the third to 
be allotted to the poor ia general. 

According to letters from North Holland, 

¢ Danith Governor in Holftein has, by order 
Of his Court, ftopped the exportation of cattle, 
both live and dead, and all forts of grain, from 
the dominions of Denmark. And to enforce 
obedience a placart is publithed, which renders 
all perfons who difobey liable to punishment ; 
and alfo fome troops are drawn out at the boun- 
daries, to enforce its obfervance the more 
rigidly. 

A ftate of the population of Denmark and 
Norway, as well as of the King’s dominions in 
Germany, is handed about, which makes the 
whole amount to 2,023,028 fouls. ‘Yo this is 
added, a ftate of the military force of the 
kingdom, viz. Marine, 25 thips of the line 
and 15 fiigates, fit for fervice; land-forces, 
infantry in Denmark and Holftein 25,378— 
Norway 31,05 3—cavalry 10,473. 

Wednefday, Fanuary §- 

Letters from Rotterdam.- by the laft mail, 
declare, that at the commencement of the 

ew year, as ufual, the Theological Society of 
Haerlem had propofed a prize of a gold medal, 
value 400 guilders, for the beft treatife, on 

* The folly of Scepticifm, the abfurdity of 
dogmatizing on theological fubjects, and the 
proper medium to be obierved between the two 
extremes.” 


The differtations for the ptize are to be 
Witlen either in Dutch, Englith, Frencl, er 


CHRONICLE. 


Latin, and fent to the Society’s Foundation. 
houfe at Haerlem any time before the firft of 
December next. 

Accounts from Florence mention, that the 
Grand Duke of Tufcany has opened a new 
Lyceum, or Academy for Architeéture, Sculp. 
ture, and Painting; in which thofe arts, as 
well as Perfpeétive, Geometry, Optics, Me. 
chanics, and other branches of the Mathe- 
matics, are taught gratis, by proper profeffors, 

It is aflerted at the Weft end of the town, 
that the Minifter has been for fome time 
paft employed in forming a plan for the 
future management of the poor, by which the 
rates, it Ts faid, will be confiderably reduced, 
and the neceflitous better provided fer than 
they are upon the prefent eftablifhment. 

From a Jate calculation, it appears, that the 
poor’s rates throughout the kingdom amountto 
upwards of two millions fterling per annum, 

A plan is in agitation to employ the militia 
in garrifon. It i§ intended that a third par 
fhall be embodied at a time, inftead of the 
whole being called for a month every year, a 
has been the praétice in peaceable times. 

A regiment of foot on the Irith eftablifhment 
are to embark for the Eaft-Indies in May next, 
on board the fhips of war deftined to relieve 
fome others which are to come home. The 
troops belonging to the crown in that quarter, 
are te come home in the cuu.fe of the prefent 
year, by the earlieft conveyance. 

A literary phenomenon has for fome time 
paft engroffed the attention of the polite circles 
at Bath: A poor woman (Mrs. Yearfley) 
about the age of thirty, who has from her 
childhood been employed as a milk-woman; 
but who, notwithftanding, has found oppor- 
tunities of improving herfelf, by a few works 
of the beft Englith poets, to fuch a degree, 
that fhe has written feveral ingenious pieces in 
profe and verfe. The Primate of Ireland, the 
Bithop of Salifbury, Hon. Horace Walpole, 
Mrs. Montague, and other diftinguifhed chi- 
raéters, have taken this extraordinary geuius 
under their patronage, and are raifing fub- 
{criptions for fettling herin a boarding-fchool, 
for which her talents have eminently qualified 
her, 

Friday, Fan. 7. 

The ftate of the ordinary of the nayy at 
each port, as mae up to January 1,-and de- 
livered in to the Admiralty Board, is a 
follows + 

Deptford and Woolwich—three fhips of the 
line, thirty-five frigates, and thirteen floops. 

Chatham—twenty-four fhips of the line, 
feven of so guns, eighteen frigates, and four 
flocps, 

Sheernefs—thre¢ fhips of the line, two of 
fifty guns, eleven frigates, and feven floops. 

Portfmouth—forty-feven fail of the line, 
one of fifiy guns, fixteen, frigates, and fix 
pops. 

P\ymouth—thirty-one fail of the line, two 
of afty guns, e'gven trigates, and four floops. 
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> firft of Totalamount—one hundred and feven fail of Imperial thip in queftion, but to endeavour 
that the the line, twelve of fifty guns, ninety-one fri- amicably to divert her from her intention in: 
1a new gates, and thirty-four floops and cutters. that refpect; but that this order had unhap- 
+» Sculpe The “Mafter-General of the Ordnance has __pily come too late to the Commandant by two 
arts, as eftablifhed a regulation in the engineer corps, hours after the cannon fhot had been fired; a 
cs, Me. that meets the approbation of all the officers. fhot, however, by which nothing was done 
Mathe- It had formerly been the cuftom to et the en- but what was practifed on fimilar occafions, 
rofeflors, gineers on foreign duty remain in their ftation and which had ferved only to defend and pre- 
1e town without relief for feveral years: this his Grace ferve the inconteftible rights of the Republic 
as thas of Richmond has confidered very properly asa over the Efcaut 5 rights, which fhe had ftipu- 
be te hardthip, and he has now laid it down as an lated, and which had been infured to her by 
hich the invariable rule not to be departed from, that the moft folemn treaties, and which the hid 
solienal no officer fhall continue longer on one ftstion enjoyed from time immemorial, without their 
lee than than three years. having ever been contefted in any manner 
te An order is giver from the War-Office, that whatfoever: That their High Mightineffes 
, that the the returns from the feveral garrifons in Great- were ready to renew the negociations, which 
mounttn Britain and Ireland fhall, in future, be made had not been broke off on their fide; and that 
Soditg every fix inftead of twelve months. they flattered themfelves that her Imperial Mae 
1e milits The relatives of the late Mr. Juftice Ruffell, jefty would condefcend, by her good offices, to 
hird part have entered a caveat againft his will in the difpofe the Emperor to agree to it, in order to 
d of the Commons, and it is fuppofed will recover the effect an -accommodation, fuch as wouid not 
year, a greater part of his fortune, under a particular hurt his dignity, nor the independence of the 
> ie. claufe in the Moitmain a&t. _ Republic, &c,” 
slifhment Monday, Fan. 10. The particulars of the late dreadful fire at 
ay next The following will be the winter refidences the Hotel de Touloufe, the refidence of the 
5 Be vie. of the Royal Family the enfuing feafon on their Lord High Admiral of France, and father to 
1c. Th removal from Wincfor : Their Majetties at the prefent Duchefs of Chartres, are thus re- 
E quarter Buckingham-houfe in the apartments in the lated in a private letter, dated Paris, Deo 
ne prefent body of that palace; Prince of Wales at his cember 26.—* On the 24th inft. between the 
own palace of Carlton-houfe ; the Princefles hours of one and two o’clock in the morning, 
wie Res Royal and Augufta in the right wing of Buck- 4 fire broke out in the Hotel de Touloufe, it 
Ste clrein ingham-houfe ; the Princes Edward and Erneft Jaited near four hours, and was not got under 
Yearly) at St. James's, in the apartments occupied by till the whole angle of the left wing had been 
fros be the late King 5 , Princeffes Elizabeth, Mary, burnt to the ground. The greateft damage wa 
meta: and Sophia, with their governefs and at- vifible on the part of the building that is nex 
‘4 Oppo endants, in the apartments at the Queen’s- to the Rue des Bons Enfans. The men 
ee palace, facing the gardens 5 the young Prin- wardrobe, the colleétion of medals, the richeft 
a degree efs Amelia, their Majefties youngeft daughter, perhaps in Europe, and part of the library, 
pieces in in the Royal nurfery; the Princes Auguftus have been a prey to the deftructive element. 
land hi nd Adolphus, in the apartments of the left This misfortune was unfortunately occafioeed 
Walpole ing, with their tutor, &c. The reafon of — by the fervants having heated the pannels of 
‘thed as he Princes Edward and Erneft being removed the ftoves till they were red hot from the anti- 
ry geuius the apartments at St. James's, is not more chambers up to the very roof of the houfe. 
hag fa bn account of the Queen’s palace being too The confequence was, that the fre commue 
np_fchodl mali for all the family and their attendants, nicated to a beam which was the caufe of the 
 ualified han for the greater convenience-of their profe- dreadful accident. 
eo uting theis-ftud es for thofe ftations in life for “© The chapel, veftry-room, and all the 
hich they are hereafter intended ; Prince Ed- riches it contains, together with the fuperb 
Sil fal ward is inftruéting in fortification, gunnery, hangings, have been reduced to a heap of 
~ted re vafonry, &c. for the army: Prince Erneit, ruins. The lofs is eft:mated upon the lowelt 
ee ccording to the bent of his genius, is under a calculation, at 460,000 livres, The Duke, 
_. = ourfe of naval taétics. and the Princefs de Lambale, were in the hoeufe 
oof de Wednefday, Fans 12. that day, and his Highnefs, with great prefence 
Fico : According to advices from the Hague, the of mind, gave, himfeif, the neceflary di- 
the ve niwer given by the States General to the me- re€cion.” , 4 
df 2 morial of Mr, de Kalitchoff, the Ruffian En- The fquadron ordered for the coat of Africa, 
» aOR Oe oy, contains in fubftance. ** That their High is to confit of a so gun fhip. a frigate of 28 
two of lightineffes were very fenfible for the partthat guns, and three floops; there are to be three 
+ ae et Majefty the Emprefs of Ruffia was pleafed or four gun boats up the river, where the men 
} aa take in the difference that had unhappily of war cannot reach, for the protection of the 
the "te hifen between the Republic and the Emperor; traders. 
» and hat it never had been their intention to infult Laft Friday, Jan. 7, the weather being N- 


N. W. very moderate, and the fky clear, Mr. 
Blanchard accompanied by Dr. Jefferies, tools 
his departure for the Continent in his balloon, 
from the caftle at Dover. Three guns were 
fired from the caitle at nine in the morning, 

G2 and 


he Imperial flag, which was proved by the 
der fent, immediately after the laft declaration 
ade on the part of the Emperor, to the Com- 
andant of the fhips of war ftavioned on the 
ower Efcaut, noi yo come te blows with the 


line, two 
ay floops. 
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and the flag was hoifted upon the firing of the 
firt gun, as a fignal that the aeronatus were 
preparing to fill the balioon. About ten mi- 


nutes before its afcenfion, a fourth gun was 
fired, as a fignal that the aerial veflel and voy- 
agers, were about to depart. They afcended 
at 13 minutes patt one, clofe to the large gun 
(well kn-wn by the name of Queen Annes 


ket-piitel). Mr. Blanchard kept the bal- 
Ce in exaét equilibrium for a confiderable 
time. The balloon continued its route in the 
horizontal dire&tion ; then appeared to rife 5 
and, at one time, the balloon was fo low, as 
apparently to touch the fea: then rofe again, 
and was feen much above the cliffs upon the 
French coaft, and difappeared in the horizon 
far beyond them. The ba'loon reached the 
Continent between Calais and Boulogne ; was 
feen by glaffes from the Englith fhore till ten 
minutes paft three, far over-land. The balloon 
defcended at 25 minutes paft three, in the 
forett of Felmores, twelve miles from the fea. 
This is the fixth voyage performed by Mr. 
Blanchard in his balloon, and one of the moft 
fingular and bold attempts ever made by man 5 
Mr. Blanchard and Dr. Jefferies have the ho- 
nour of being the firft aerial mariners. 
Friday, Fan. 14 
An Arret of the Council of State has been 
Yately pubtithed at Paris, concerning the forcign 
trade in the French Iflands in the Weft-Indies. 
‘The Emporium fo werly eftablifhed at the Ca- 
seenage of St. Lycia will be kept up for that 
ifland, and three new ones are to be made for 
the Windward Iflands, viz. one at St. Pierre 
for Martinico, one at Point a Pitre for Guada- 
loupe and its dependeacies, and one at Scarbo- 
rough for Tobago. There a:e likewife three 
more to be opened for St. Domingo; one at 
Cape Francois, one at Port au Prince, and one 
at the Bay of St. Louis. That which is now 
at Mole St. Nicholas will be fuppreffed. His 
Majefty provifionally allow’, until his further 
pleafure hall be known, foreign veffols of 60 
@ons burthen, or under, loadcd only with the 
f.l'owing goods: Wood of all kinds, even for 
dying ; coals, live animals and cattle of every 
fpecies, falt beef, but not pork, cod and other 
ft fith, to enter the above ports, and there 
unload and difpofe of the faid merchandizes, 
@nd fhall be permitted to take in return me- 
Jafies, rum, and goods exported from the Con- 
tinent of France. All the merchandizes, the 
importation and exportation of which are al- 
lowed to foreigners, fhall be fubjected tu a duty 
of one per eent. in their value, befides the lal 
suftom: eftablifheu or to be eltablifhed; befides 
all which, falt beef, cod, and other fifh, fhall 
pay an additional impoft of three livres per 
quintal, the produce of which fhall be con- 
verted into a bounty for the encouragement of 
the importation of cod, and other falt fith, 
from the French fifhery. Foreign falt meat 
imported into the Colonies in French veffels, 
which fail dircétly from any of the ports of 
France, fhall be exempted from the above 
duties.” 
A letter from Philadelphia, dated Novem. 


CHRONICLE. 


ber 27, fays, The Conful General of Frane 
has received official information, refpectin 
the trade between the United States ps 
the iflands of France and Bourbon, | othe. 
wife called Mauritius. The American ye. 
fels fhall enjoy full liberty to import int 
the faid iflands cargoes, the produce of thy 
continent, and to fell it for money, or barty 
or exchange it for the produce of the ifland, 
or of India or China. This regulation js, 
material addition to the former, by whic 
American veffels were admitted to take refrgih 
ments, and afterwards proceed on their voyay 
to China or India. Now they will have they 
option, and as they find the market in ty 
iflands, they may continue their route to th 
continent of Afia, they may return to th 
iflands, may fell their cargoes there, or pro. 
ceed farther, and fhorten confiderably the; 
voyage. It is expected this liberal arrany, 
ment will be very beneficial to the Americy 
India trade and to the iflands. - 

Late laft night the Coroner’s Inqueft fet o 
the body of a young woman, aged 21, ferny 
in a family, in the neighbourhood of St. Pau! 
Church-yard, who was accidentally poifon 
by about half a wine glafs of laudanum, giva 
inftead of tincture of jalap, for a fore throx, 
The fatal dofe was taken about ten at pigh 
when fhe was in bed. Her fellow fervant, ve 
lay with her, did not go to bed till one, x 
which time fhe only complained of her throa, 
and paffed a quiet night till between five andy 
o'clock in the morning, when the became tt. 
pid, and unable to fpeak. She continued 
that ftate till near ten; the girl thinking ty 
was in a natural fleep—at which time, upn 
an attempt being made to give her fome te, 
fhe was found unable to fwallow; upon this the 
miftrefs of the houfe went to her, but the die 
iu a few minutes afterwards, 

Wednefdvy, Fan, 19. 

Yefterday about twelve e’clock, their Mz 
jetties, with feveral of the Princes and Pris. 
cefles went to St. James’s. At one the drav. 
ing-room commenced, when the nobility a. 
fembled to pay their compliments, in honow 
of her Majeity, it being obferved as her birt 
day + The Drawing-room, which was uncom 
monly crowded, ‘did not break up till near ft 
o'clock; after which their Majefties, accom 
panied by the Prince of Wales, dined at th 
Queen’s Palace. 

About nine o’clock their Majetties enter! 
the Ball-room, accompanied by his Roytl 
Highnefs the Prince of Wales, Prince Edwar, 
the Princefs Royal, aud Princefs Auguti 
After thefe Royal perfonages had paid thei 
refpects to the company, the minuets com 
menced. After the minuets were ended th 
country Cances began, which concluded abou 
half after twelve. His Majefty was dreffed it 
fcarlet, fuperbly embroidered with gold ; th 
Queen rather plain, according to the uf 
etiquette on her own birth-day. She wasi 
rofe pink, ornamented with point-lace ; bi 
head-drefs without diamonds, 

T 
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The Princefs Royal and Princefs Augufta 
were uniformly dreffed in pale bluth fattin 5 
the petticoat of gauz:, covered with gold fpan- 
gies, and ornamented with gold flowers, hung 
in feftoons ; their heads decorated with a great 
profufion of brilliants. 

The Prince of Wales appeared in a velvet 
fuit, colour ceil de /’Empereur, fpangled over, 
and,’ in his ufual fafhien, richly ornamented 
along the feams, in filver. 

Prince Edward wore a puce colour velvet, 
beautifully embroidered, it being the-firft time 
his Royal Highnefs appeared in the drawing- 
room. He gave another proof, in his ftile of 
eancing, of the accomplifhed education their 
Majefties are affiduous to give to all their 
children. 

The foreign Minifters appeared in great 
fplendour, efpecially the French Ambaffador, 
who was habited in a manner much refembling 
the Prince of Wales. 

Mrs. Pitt, ameng the Home Minifters, ex- 
eelled in the richnefs of his drefs; all the 
others fhewed, by the preparation they had 
made on the occafion, their wifh to demon- 
rate their re‘pe&t towards our amiable Queen. 

Yefterday being celebrated as her Majefty’s 
birth-day, the Medical Society of London, 
held their anniverfary meeting at their houfe 
in Crane-court, Fleet-ftreet; when the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were eleéted Council for the 

_enfuing year, viz. Dr. Relph, Prefident ; 
Dr. Lettfom, Treafurer; Dr. James Sims, 


Librarian ; Dr. Hamilton, Dr. Woodville, Dr. 
Myer, Secretaries; Dr. John Sims, Dr. Cooke, 


Dr. Barrett, Phyficians; Mr. Blicke, Mr. 
Norris, Mr. Ogle, Surgeons; Mr. Atkinfon, 
Mr. Lane, Mr. Jatkfon, Apothecaries, The 
annual oration was delivered by Dr. Relph, 
and Dr. Myer was appointed to deliver the 
oration at the next anniverfary. The Society 
afterwards dined together at the Devil ‘Tavern, 
Temple Bar. 
Friday, Fan. 21. 

A fuite of apartments are ordered to be pre- 
pared at Hampton Court Palace, by the month 
of April, for the occafional fummer refidence 
of the Prince of Wales. 

The Engineers who are appointed upon the 
Weft India fervice have it in their intruGions 
to make furveys, and fend home to the Mafter- 
General correét plans of every ifland, with 
their opinion about proper places for erecting 
new forts, All the high grounds near every 
aeceflible part of the fhore are to be fortified, 
and the land purchafed, which his Grace the 
Duke of Richmond fays, he can do without 
applying to Parliament, from the great faving 
he has made in every branch of the Ordnance. 

Some difficulties having arifen in the final 
fettlement of the treaty of peace between Mr. 
Bufly and Lori Macartney ; the latter has dif- 
patched one of his private fecretdries, Mr. 
Staunton, to Europe, who is juft arrived at 
Breft, in the Coventry frigate, whence he pro- 
pofes to take the fixit conveyance to this 
seuntry. 


53 

The Courts of Drefden and Berlin have en+ 
tered into an alliance to proteét fuch of the 
petty Princes of Germany, as may let troops 
for hire to the Dutch ; from the confequences 
whith are to be expected from the Emperor, 
as head of the Germanic body. 

A letter from Havre, Jan. 7, fays, It has 
at length been found perfectly impraéticable to 
carry on the works intended for this place » 
the Engineers have given their final opinion 
thereon, which inclines Government to defift 5 
a large pier is however intended to be carried 
out into the fea, to the length of 720 feet, 
which will give fmooth water to the veffels ia 
the harbour, but this is all that can be done. 

Government is determined to encourage the 
importation of deal timber from Canada, it 
having been reprefented to the Miniftry, by 
the engineer officers who were under Gencraf 
Haldimand, that Canada produces this article, 
of as good a quality as any imported from 
Norway. 

In confequence of a reprefentation to the 
Lords of the Treafury, by the Commiffioners 
of Excife, a regulation is to take place in a 
fews days relative to the new taxes, which wefe 
formerly colleéted by the Excife, but in future 
are to be under the direction of the Tax-office. 
The duties on carriages, on horfes, and om 
windows, are to be no longer under the direce 
tion of the Commiffioners of Excife. 

One of the alterations that is to he made im 
the horfe tax, is, that of exempting all officers 
in our regiments of cavalry from the duty 
under the rank of field officers. 

We are informed that an ingenious gentle- 
man in the mechanical world has invented an 
inftrument, which will accurately divide an@ 
beat the time in which any piece cf mufic is 
compofed. The real utility of this chrono- 
meter (which has already been much approved 
of by feveral of the firft mafters) need not be 
infifted on, as by its affiftance the young prac- 
titioner may (even in the abfence of hie 
teacher) obtain a thorough knowledge of 
time, that great effential in mufical per- 
formances. 

Monday, Fan. 24. 

A letter from Paris fays, the Queen of 
France is again pregnant; and that her Mae 
jefty is in perfe&t health and fpirits. > 

A letter from Fort St. George, dated July 
24, 1784, fays, The Ponfborne and Foulis 
failed for China the 25th of July, 1784. The 
Middlefex arrived at Madras the gth of June, 
and was expected to fail for China in a day or 
two after the 28th of July. The Barrington 
arrived at Madras the 11th of June, and failed 
for Bengal the 25th of June. The Contractor 
arrived at Madras the 19th of June, and was 
expected to fail for Crina in a day or two after 
the 28th of July. The Valentine arrived at 
Madras the 2gth of June, and failed for Bengal 
the 14th of July. ‘he Hillfborough arrived at 
Madras the 11th of July, and failed for Bengal 
the 26th. The Earl Mansfield arrived at Ma- 
drag the 21% of July, and remained the -— 
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We hear that Mr. Staunton has come home 
principally for the purpofe of fettling a very un- 
pleofant difficulty ftarted by the French in re- 
gard to Trincomale. By the peace it was 
agreed, that the French fhould reftore it to us, 
for the purpofe of our reftoring it to the 
Dutch ; but they infitt on detivering it up im 
mediately to the Dutch, without putting it at 
all into our hands. The friends of Mr.Hailings 
fay, that this is Mr. Staunton’s chief bufinefs, 
and that he has left India in profound and 
general tranquillity. 

They write from St. Peterfburg, that mea- 
fures are at length putting into a proper tran 
for the eftablifhment of an Oriental Company 
at that place, of which the Crown of Ruflia is 
to be the perpetual! patron. 

We hear that Dr. Franklin, and another 
gentleman, on the part of America, will be in 
London foon after the meeting of parliament, 
to cunter, as is fuppofed, with the Minifter on 
the fubject of commerce. 

On Saturday latt d.fpatches were received in 
town from Paris, ftating, that the difpute was 
tetiled between the Emperor apd the Dutch, 
“I he conditiona were faid to be, that the Em- 
peror gives up his precenfions to the Scheidt, 
and that in ieturn for this conceffion, the 
Dutch give bin Maeftricht, together with three 
builiw.cks on the Meufe, and a fum of money 
to reimburfe his expences. “Thefe are the terms 
which ae taiked of; but the particulars are 
not fo well confirmed as the general faée—that 
tie difpute is fettled. If the difference is de- 
termined by th's commutation plan, it will 
hardly be faid, that the Emperor, confidering 
every thing, has made an unprofitable adven- 
tue. ‘Ihe politicians of Europe all believe 
t..ut he dafhed into the enterprize in the hatty 

pestuafion that the Dutch wou!d not contend 
the poms 5 and finding himtelf deceived in 
this-- fezing the oppofition th t was formed 
againft him, and feeling himfelf incapable, from 
want of money, to wield the mighty army of 
which he was p: fleffed, has-played a dexterous 
game in procuring Maeftricht, by which he 
wili eftabl fh a very flourifhing trade.—In the 
mean t me, he will prepare tor his grand and 
ultimate objet—the apening of the Scheldt— 
an‘event which, from the rifing era of com- 
merce, will foon take place. 

The Lords of the ‘l'reafury have fent orders 
to the Commiflioners of the Cuftoms, dated 
the sth inftanz, to enquire into the particulars 
of the illicit conveyance of live fheep and w. oi 
to the coaft cf france; in confequence of 
which the Commiffioners have iffued orders on 
the above fubjeét to the officers in tle wool 
department at the Cuftom-houfe, London, as 
well as at thr feveral eutpor s. Ths is piepa- 
ratory to bringitg a bill into Parliament early 
in the approach ng fefliuns, for the more et- 
feCtual provention of imuggling theep and wool 
out of the kingdom. 

She unrepealed aét of the 8th of Elizabeth, 
exprefles, that after fuffering a year’s impri- 
donment, very ofender conv Cicd oF conveying 


fheep or wool out of the kingdom, fhall « te 
fome open market-town, in the fulnefs of the 
market on the mariet-day, have his left hang 
cut off, and that to be nailed up.in the openeft 
place of fach market.” And the fame a@ 
fays, the fecond offence fhall be punithed with 
death. 

It is a faét, that the wool which fells for), 
in England, produces from fifteen to eighteen 
pounds per pack at Dunkirk, and other places 
on the rrench coatt. 

In the year 1782, the imports of Great Br]. 
tain from her own Well India Iflands amounted 
to 3533257771. 6s. 64-—her exports to thofe 
ilands, 1,265,710l. 98. tod.—In that year, 
our trade with the Danes rofe aftonifhingly ; 
our exports to the ifland of St. Thomas 
amounted to 222,6321. For it was through 
that ifland that the Americans were fupplied 
with Britifh manufaétures. The imports trom 
Tortola rofe from 50,cool. to 161,5881. and 
our exports thither rofe in proportion. The 
tobacco imported hither from the laft mentioned 
ifland in that year was 4,779,966 pounds, 
which was about half of the whole quantity 
imported into Great Britain. 

From an accurate calculation made of the 
imports and exports of this kingdom, to and 
from all parts, for a period of ten years, that 
is, from 1770 to 1780, it appears that its im- 
ports amounted precifely to 11,760,665). 10s, 
43d, and that its exports amounted to 
1391352361. ss. 6d.—Balance in her favour, 
2,152,58cl. 15s, 313d. Our imports from 
Ruffia alone, in that period, amounted to 
1,°84,5391. 178, 4d. and our exports thither 
to 206,813], 2s. odd. 

According to letters from the Orkneys, the 








" people of the Scotch ifles are in fuch expe€tation 


that Parliament wi'l take up the bufinefs of the 
Britith fitheries the enfuing feffion, and give 
them fume encouragement for profecuting it to 
its utmoftextent, that they are providing barks 
ana boats, cordage, and every other neceflary, 
in as great latitude as poffible, in hopes of 
making a very beneficial fummer, which they 
certainly will do, if properly fupported. 
Wednefday, Fan. 26. 

Yefterday his Majetly went in ftate to the 
Houle of Peers, and being feated on the 
Throne, in his Royal robes, the Commons 
were fent for, and being come to the Bar with 
their Speaker, his Majefty made the following 
Speech : 

6 My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“* After the laborious at endance of the laft 
fcffion of Parliament, it has given Me peculiar 
p-safure, that the fituntion of public affairs has 
admitted of fo long a :ecefs, 

* Among the objects which. now require 
Confideration, 1 muft paiticul. ®Y recommend 
to your earneft attention the adjuttment of fuch 
points in the commercial intercourfe between 
Great Biitain and lieiand, as are not yet finally 
arranged. ‘)he fyftem which will unite -both 
Kingdoms the moft clofely on principles of 
resyvocal advantage, will, I am perfuaded, 

belt 


ed to 
ther 


, the 
ation 
f the 

give 
it to 
barks 
ffary, 
es of 
| they 


o the 
1 the 
mons 
with 
owing 


ve laft 
culiar 
rs has 


MONTHLY CHRONICLE. 55. 


belt enfure the general profperity of My do- 
minions. ‘ 

“© J have the fatisfaétion to acquaint you, 
that notwithftanding any appearance of dif- 
ferences on the Continent, I continue uni- 
formly to receive, from all foreign powers, the 
ftrengett affurances of their good difpofition to- 
wards this country. 

“ Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

« J have ordered the eftimates for the en- 
fuing year to be laid before you. I confide 
in your liberality and zeal to grant the necef- 
fary fupplies, with a juft regard as well to the 
economy requifite in every department, as to 
the maintenance of .*: national credit, and the 
real exigencies of the public fervice. 

“© My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“ The fuccefs which has attended the mea- 
fures taken in the laft feffior towards the fup- 
preffion of fmuggling, and for the improve- 
ment of the revenue, will encourage you to 
apply yourfelves, with continual affiduity, to 
thofe important objects. You will, I truft, 
alfo take into early confideration, the matters 
fuggefted in the Reports of the Commiffioners 
of Public Accounts, and fuch further regula- 
tions as may appear to be neceffary in the dif- 
ferent offices of the kingdom. 

“J have the fulleft reliance on the continu- 
ance of your faithful and diligent exertions in 
every part of your public duty. You may at 
all times depend on my hearty concurtence in 
every meafure which can tend to alleviate our 
national burthens, to fecure the true principles 
of the conftitution, and to promote the general 
welfare of my people.” 

His Majeity went from St. James’s Palace, a 
little after two o'clock, attended-in his coach 
by the Earl of Effex, as Lord of the Bed- 
chamber in waiting, and his Grace the Duke 
of Montague ; and returned be/ore three ;_ his 
Majeby made no ftop at St. James’s, but went 
immediately to the Queen’s Houf?.  - 

A frigate and a cutter are ordered for the 
Mediterranean, to reinforce Commodore Lind- 
fay’s f{quadron, on account of the differences 
between the European powers and thofe of 
Barbary. 

A pleafing profpe& to the commercial world 
breaks in upon us from the Mediterranean, 
where, with proper exertions, a great part of 
the Dutch and French trade is likely to fall 
into our hands. Mot of the Spaniards traffic 
is already beginning to be carried on by Britith 
veileis, who are become the carriers for them 
in that part of the globe, on account of the 
depredations committed on their trade by the 
Algerines, who are more exafperated againft 
them than ever, on account of their bombard- 
ment of Algiers. 

Saturday, Fan. 29. 


Regency. A number of officers, of high rank, 

from the different nations, will embark in this 
expedition, amongit whom are fume French 
and Spanith officers; yet many think it will 
put the Spaniards to vait expence, without 
being able to do any material injury to the 
Algerines. 


PR.OM OT IO NS: 


January 7. Colonel Fitzroy, a Lord of the 
Bed-chamber to his Majetty. 

13. John Henflow, Efq. to be Joint-fur- 
veyor of the Navy, vice Sir John Williams, 
Knt. fuperannuated. 

17. Capt, Guildard, Lieutenant-Governor 
of Jamaica, under General Faucitt, lately ap- 
pointed Governor. 

22. Sir Charles Middleton, Bart. Edward 
Hunt, John Henilow, George Marfh, George 
Rogers, William Palmer, William Campbell, 
Edward Le Cras, John Laforey, Henry Martin, 
Charles Proby, and Henry Duncan, Lfgrs. to 
be Commiffioners of the Navy, 


MAR RLIAG E S&S. 


December 28. Robert Francis, Efq. of Ha- 
nover-fquare, to Mifs Catharine Fifher, of 
St. James’s. 

29. Capt. James Nicholfon, of the marines, 
to Mifs Jemima Fofter, of Great james-ftreet. 

Jan. 2. Sir Gregory Page Turner, Bart. to 
Mifs Howell. ' 


6. Francis Henry Tyler, Efq. to Mifs Roper, 


daughter of Lord Teynham. 

John Ellis, Efg. of Cerkeley-ftreet, to Mifs 
Parker, daughter of Vice-Admiral Sir Peter 
Parker. 

10. Thomas Neville, Efq. of New Norfolk- 
treet, to Mis Draper, daughter of Da:#¢l 
Draper, Efq. lately arrived: from the Eait- 
indies. 

Henry Peters, Efq. to Mifs Charlotte Mor- 
rifon, youngeft daughter of Genesal Mor- 
rifon. 

1g. Mr. Cleveland, of Gracechurch-freet, 
furgeon, to Mifs Sally Ward, of Bennenden, 
Kent. 

18. Alexander Maitland, Ea. to Mifs 
Bujby, daughter of the late William Buiby, 
Efq. of Bath. ; 

24. Thomas Cubitt, jun. Efq. of Honing, 


in Norfolk, to Mifs Spencer, daughter of: 


Henry Spencer, Efg. of Dulwich. 
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ne A very formidable armament is preparing Dec, 31. Lady of Thomas Hammerfley, 
‘foch againft the fpring, at Cadiz, to attack Al- Elq, of a fon. . 

maser giers: they are to be joined by the Portu- jan. 4. Lady er of a daughter. 
fnall guefe and Venetians, alfo the combined forces 9+ Lady Stawell, of a fone 
ef of other nations, which will form one of the 17+ Bithop of Lingoln’s Lady of adaughter, 
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D E A T H Sz 

Dec. 29. In his Sgth year, the Right Hon. 
Sir Thomas Parker, formerly Chief Baron of 
the Exchequer. 

31. Sir Samuel Burford, Knt. formerly a 
Vice-Conful in Italy, 

jan. 3- Peregrine Cuft, Efqe Member for 
Uchefter, in Somerfetthire. 

4- Dr. Theophilus Leigh, Mafter of Baliol- 
eollege, Oxford. 

9. Hon. Mifs Frances Cuft, daughter to 
Lord Brownlow. 

yo. Andrew Stainefby, Efg. of Prefcot- 
ftreet, Hamburgh merchartt. 

William Pym, Efg. of Little Wymondley, 
Herts, a defcendant of the famous John Pym, 
Eq. in the reign of Charles the Firft. 

tr. Tracey Till, Efq. collector of the tax 
on falaries, penfions, dc. in the city of 
London. 

Doétor Haddon, Reétor of St. Dunftan’s, 
Stepney. 

35. Edward Reynoids, Efq. Clerk of the 
Arraigns for London and Middlcfex, receiver- 
general of the plate-duty, and clerk of the 
Goidfmiths company. 

¥8. Thomas Wiggins, Efq. Member for 
Okehampton, Devon. 

zo. Mrs. Wyndham, reli& of John Wynd- 
ham, Efq. of Cromes, in Norfolk. 

At Dun Kefwick, near Harewood, Jeremiah 
Wilkinfon, aged 110. 

a1. Beefton Long, Efq. a Weft-India 
merchant. 

23. Samuel Srrutt, Efq. Affiftant-clerk to 
‘the Houfe of Peers. 

At Aix, in Provence, Rev. John Knight 
Taylor, fellow of New College, Oxford, pri- 
wate Secretary to Lord Chefterfield, Ambaf- 
fador to Spain. 


BANKRUPT S, 


Jofiah Stone, of Poplar, ftarch-maker. 

Joha Bowes, fen. of Crofby, in Cumberland, 
dealer. 

Charles Clarke, of Northumberland-court, 
im the Strand, printer. 

John Boover Brooks, of Great Queen-ftreet, 
Lincoln’s-inn Fields, paper-ftainer. 

Daniel Worton, of Gerard-ftreet, umbrella- 
maker. 

Abraham Duplock, of Gardners-ftreet in 
Svuffex, thopkeeper. 


John Battin, of Coventry+ftreet, glover. 

Thomas Menham and Robert Hodgfon, of 
Newcaftle upon Tyne, iron-founders. 

Jofeph Waterman, of Coventry-ftreet, linene 
draper. 

Thomas Barlow, of Manchefter, mercer, 

William Townend, of Woolley, Yorkthire, 
maltiter. 

James Barney, of Wolverhampton, maltfter, 

Thomas Pyott, of Hathern, Leicetterhhire, 
carrier. 

Samuel Kirkup, of Stockton, fhip-car. 
penter. 

Anthony Mealy, of O» wrd-ftreet, hofier. 

Edward Greenfill, of the Strand, filverfmith, 

Joha Hancock, of Warminfter, in Wilts, 
maliiter. 

John Clark and Peter Byrne, of Bond-ftreet, 
weavers. 

Thomas Stevens, of Carey-lane, Cheapfide, 
glover. 

William Crofdale, of Liverpool, and Tho. 
mas Grundy, of Bolton in le Moors, Lancae 
fhire, fuftian-manufacturers. 

John Mills, of Briftol, vintner. 

Chriftopher Broughton, of Devizes, druggift. 

Ralph Sigfworth, of King-ftreet, Hanover. 
fquare, taylor. 

Allanfon Chapman and Francis Cumine, of 
the Maze Pond, Southwark, carpenters. 

George Langton, of Liverpool, merchant, 

Thomas Needham Rees, of Watlington, 
Oxfordfhire, furgeon. ‘ 

John Plume, of Dean-ftreet, Southwark, 
needle-maker. 

George Plowman, of Tower-hill, merchant. 

Ifaac Monkhoufe, of Caftle Sowerby, Cum- 
berland, dealer. 

George Smith and Thamas Smith, of Wits 
ney, innholders. 

Anthony Brunn, of Hackney, tavern-keeper, 

John Slade, of Worcefter, glover. 

John M‘Cowan, of Stroud, in Kent, ha- 
berdafher. 

John Fidell, James Morton, and Jofeph 
Barton, of Liyerpool, foapboilers. 

Chriftopher Lamb, of Old Wall, in Irthing- 
ton, Cumberland, dealer. 

» Saunders Aaron, of Bevis Matks, tobace 
coniit. 

Thomas Rowntree, of Effex-itreet, money- 
fcriyener. 

John Mandeville, of Ivegill, in Hefkett, 
Cumberland, merchant, 





ACKNOWLEDGEMENT to CORRESPONDENTS. 


The long Effay on Ancient Philofophy, being a Continuation of Effays, which appeared in 
another Publication, would be improper for Infertion in ours —We have made Ufe of the 
Poetical Favours, and fhall be happy to hear frequently from this Correfpondent. 


Several Letters have boen received, which will appear in our next, 








